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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO San Francisco 96225
AVDCMH 1 November 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Pericd Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R2)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

Locations Cu Chi Base Camp (XT647153), Cn Chi, RVN,

Reporting Officer:s Major General Harris W, Hollis,

Prepared By: Captain William I, Watson, 18th Military History Detac.ment.
Map References: Vietnam, 13:50,000, Seriess L7014, Sheets: 6131 I, II;
6132 II; 6229 I; 6230 1, II, III, IVy; 6231 I, II, III, IV; 6232 IE, III,
IVy 6329 Iv; €330 I, IT, IIX, IVy 6331 IIL,

1, (C) Section I, Operationss Significant dctivities,

. A, Generals During the previous reporting quarter, the 25th Infan-
try Division prevented enemy forces operating in Tay Ninh and Haw Nghia
Provinces from achieving the guals they had outlined for the Summer Cam-
paign of 1969, The Division had also continued to upgrade ARVN/PF/RF
forces with an increased emphasis on combined operations and, at the same
time, accelerated pacification efforts. On 26 July, the 3rd Brigade, 9th
Infantry Division, operating in Long An Province, was placed under the
operational control of the 25th Infantry Division.

In the previous period, the enemy had planned to inflict heavy losses
on U.5. and GVN forces, disrupt the pacification program and strengthen
the Communist infrastructure, hoping to influence the Farls Peace Talks
and discredit the Republic of South Vietnam, A series ol highpoints was
stagsd on significant Vietnamese and Viet Cong holidays and in conjunction
with events at the negotiations in Paris and President Nixon's meeting
with President Thicu on Midway Island, Following the NLF’s announcement
of a provisional government, the enemy attempted to take over Tay Ninh
City with its famous Cao Dai Temple and proclaim the city as the capital
of the NLF's shadow government, The ensmy felt that controliing and pro-
claiming the Republic of South Vietnam’s fourth largest city as his capi-
tel would affect Vistnamese, American and world opinion in his fawor,
even though he knew he could not retain it.

On 11 and 12 May 1969, friendly forces in the Division's Area of
Opsrations received widespreed rocket and mortar attacks concurrent with
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those which oteurred throughout South Vietnam , At the sams time, ARVN Airborne
soldiers turned back the enemy in three contacts southwest of Tay Ninh City,

To apply pressure as he prepared for further highpoints, the enemy accelerated
his savage tsrrorist campaign, seeking to intimidate the Vietnamese pecple in-
to providing him with moral and logistical support., Throughout the remainder
of May, the enemy conducted training and resupply missions in preparation for
the attack on Tay Ninh City which took place from 5 to 9 June,

Division and ARVN soldiers repulsed this threat to the security of the
people of the city with the full power of their military capabilities, result-
ing in mmssive losses of enemy personnel and equipment, The highlight of this
period was the Division’s defense of Fire Support Base Crook, located northwsst
of Tay Ninh City, during which over 400 of the enemy ware killed in two nights
of fighting, On 19 and 20 June, the Sth VG/NVA Division zgain committed its
rogimenta to an attack on Tay Ninh City but with & weakened military force and
met with complete fallure, Considerably incapacitated by these defeats and
still suffering from the losses of the Winter-Spring Offensive, the enemy was
not able to muster his forces for the third attack on Tay Ninh City and was
forced to abandon the final phase of the Summer Campaign,

In Hau Nghia Province during this period, the Division seriously damaged
the Commnist infrastructure in COSVN’s Sub-Region 1, The capture of several
key Viet Cong officials and cadra and the accurate analysis of intelligence
information led to & continuous serics of targets which were exploited by
timely operations, Thsse operations wore so offective that they shattered
the enemy’s supply and communications channels from Phu Hoa to Trang Bang,
Enermy losses in these operations and in main force battles were substantial
and resulted in the di. continuation of large scale activities, The units
operating in Sub-Region 1 were forced to send their units to rear areas to
receive {raining following a decision to revert to sapper tactics,

The lull in activity in July, and the inability of enemy forces to assem-
ble a coordinated offensive move, marked the conclusion of the enemy's ineffec-
tive Summer Campaign,

As this reperting period began, reports indicated that the enemy wa:z
holding his traditional series of meetings, convened after every offensive, to
evaluete the Summer Campaign, A significant change in the enemy’s strategy
had ocowred in plamning for the Summer Campaign, COSVN directives no longer
promised total military victory but indicated that victory would come with &
series of actions over an extended periocd of time, It was also noted in the
previous reporting period that if the Summer Campaign falled to achieve 1ts
objectives, a Fall Campaign would be initiated, fnllowed by as many offensivos
as necessary to bring victory to Commnist forces, In late July and early
August, intelligence information began to filter through agents and captured
docunents concerning an Autumm Campaign.

As the month of August progressed, the enemy began to implement his plans
and some data was collected about probable enemy maneuvers, One of the most

2
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important developments in early August was the northeast movement of the 27lst
and 272nd NVA Regiments, 9th VC/NVA Division units who were involvsd in the
summer attacks on Tay Ninh City, to the Fishhook region of Cambodia (XT5792),
A lack of reconnaissance and supply activity along the Cambodia-Vietnam Border
west of Tay Ninh was the preliminary indication of these unit®s redeployment,
The  88th NVA Regiment, alsc & participant in the Tay Ninh City attacks, relo-
cated two of its battalions southwest of the city and left an unknown number
of troops in the fui Ba Den area where the regiment had deployed following the
19-20 June actions, The northeasterly movement of the 271lst and 272nd Regi-
ments continved into Binh Long Province and was confirmed by prisoners-of-war
and ralliers, These maneuvers, combined with intelligence from a variety of
sources, indicated that a coordinated action was planned by the 7th and $th
VC/NVA Divisions in Binh Long Province against the An Loe/Loc Ninh areas with
a supporting, diversionary attack against targets in Tay Ninh Province by the

88th Regiment, The mast widely advertised dates {or thess attacks were 19
August %N&tional Revolution Day) and 2 September (VC.Independence Day).

The 25th Infantry Division continued to conduct Phase III of Operation
Toan Thang in Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia and Long An Provinces, Planning guidance
stressed upgrading of ARVN/RF/PF units, the expansion of the pacification pro-
gram and operations to preempt snemy activities, interdict main force movement
and destroy local forces,

To counter the enemy’s dispersed formations, the Division maneuver ele-
aents targeted small groups with increased day and night operations, tailoring
small maneuver elements (piatoons and reinforced squads), oriented towards pre-
empting and destroying the enemy rather than mers reaction to his activity,
Also, omployment of snipers (in towsrs at fixed positions and with combat pu-
trols) proved ext 'emely effective in thwarting the eneny’s night activities
and denying him freedom of movement., Mors offensive employment of radar,
selsmic sensors and night observation devices was emphasized and proved to be
instrumental in preempting coordinated enemy ground attacks, To insurs con-
stant security along the major highways in the TAOR, the Division swept them
daily,

In pacification activities, the Division concentrated particularly on the
upgrading of contested and Vist Cong villages to inclvde operations necessary
to improve security,

The 1st Brigade operated in Tay Ninh Province with five battalions and
was responsible for security of Highways 22 and 26, for combined operations
with South Vietnamese units around Tay Ninh City and for coverage of the area
around Nui Ba Dan, The lst Brigade was given the mission of conducting day
and night operations to locate and ammihilate enemy main force and local force
units in its TAOR; preparing to defend Tay Ninh City against the enemy threat
from the north and southwest; coordinating and conducting joint operations with
the U,S, Navy north of Go Dau Ha (XT3925) along the Vam Co Dong River; conduct-
ing eounter VCI operations in conjunction with GVN authorities in Tay Ninh's
four distriots (Phu Khuong, Phuoc Ninh, Hieu Thisn, Khiem Hanh); and protecting

3
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and conducting reconnaissance operations around Fire Support Base St. Barbara

(X1272682),

The 1st Brigade was composed ol the 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry; the 3rd
Battalion, 22hd Infantry; the 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry; the
2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry; and the 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor
(). The 1lst Brigade was supported by the 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery, and

Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 77th Artiliery,

The 2nd Brigade conducted sxtensive reconnaissance/search operations in
the central portion of the Division TAOR with three manuever battalions and
was responsible for security along sections of Highways 6A, 74, 19, 5 and 1,
The 2nd 2rigzade was directed to conduct offensive mechanized/infantry/air-
mobile operations in the Ho Bo Woods (XT6020), Filhol Rubber Plantation
(XT6820) and “Citadel™ region (XT5025) with emphasis on smell unit operations
and destruction of Sub-Region 1 units; counter VCI operations in Trang Bang
and Cu Chi Districts, and to continue road opening operations on assigned roads,

The 2nd Brigade's meneuver battalions were the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infan-
try; the 2d Battalion, 14th Infantry, and the'lst Battelion (Mechanized), 5th
Infantry., The 2nd Brigade was supported by the 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery,
Enemy units in the 2nd Brigade area included the 1lst and 2nd Quyet Thang Batta-
lions, the 10lst NVA Regiment and the 268th VC/NVA Begiment along with several

local force companies,

The 3rd Brigade, having moved from Dau Tieng in Binh Duong Province to
Ca Chi Base Camp in late June of 1969, operated in the southernmost portion
of the Division TAOR with two mansuver battalions and was responsible for
route security along Highways 7A, 8A and 9A and the pacification program in
the Bao Trai area (X75405) where the brigade’s forward headquarters was lo-
cated, The 3rd Brigade was charged with conducting extensive combined opera-
tions with the 25th ARVN Division emphasizing small unit and night operations;
conducting counter VCI, military pacification and consolidation cperations in
Duc Hoa and Duc Hue Districts, establishing temporary patrcl bases in the
Phuoec Luu area; stationing one company at the Duc Hue CIDG cam: to work with
and upgrade CIDG forces; crordinating with the Duc Hue and Tra. Cu CIIX to con-
duct periodic Eagle Flights west of the Vam Co Dong River, and conducting
joint operations with the U.S. Nagyy to include combined company sized Eagle

Float operations,

The 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry and the 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry,
supported by the 2nd Battalion, 77th Artillery, were the 3rd Brigade’s ma-
meuver units, Enemy units operating in the 3rd Brigade®s A0 included the
267 VC/NVA Battalion, the 2632 VC/NVA Battalion, the 269 VC/NVA Battalion,
the 6 Local Force Company, the D16 VC/NVA Battalion and the 308 VC Battalion,

The 3xd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division continued to work in Long An

Province with four maneuver battalions and was responsible for the security
of Highways 4, 18 and 23 and for local pacification programs, Planning

5
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guidance for the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divlision, included conducting ex-
tensive combined operations with Long An ARVN and RF/PF units emphasizing
small unit tactics and night operations; counter VCI and military pacifica-
tion programs; Bushmaster, Checkerbosrd and mobile operations to detect en-
emy infiltration; continuing overwatch responsiblities on the main supply
routes and coordineting with the U.S, Navy in conducting riverine/Eagle
Float operations in its TAOR,

The brigade's mansuver battelions were the 3rd Battalion, 7th Infan-
try; the 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry; the 5th Battalion, 60th Infaentry,
and the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 47th Infantry. The brigade was sup-
ported by the 2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, and Batteries B and C, 5th
Battalion, 42nd Artillery, Major znemy units in Long An Province were the
506 VC Battalion, the 508 VC Battalion, the Dong Phu NVA Battalion, the
265 Battalion and the 520 Battalion. FElements of Sub-Region 6, targeted
for Saigon, were attempting to use Long An Province as an infiltration
route to the capital city, (See Overlay 1 - Enemy Situation} (Page 177)

The 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, operating in AO Saber (Approximate cen-
ter XTHO034) was to conduct combined operations with RF/PF forces, be prepared
to move to the southern portion of Tay Ninh City, assume MSR responsibility
on Highway 22 from Fire Support Base Hampton (XT417243) to the northwast
boundery of AC Saber and on the improved road through the Cau Ehoi Rubber
Plantation betwsen Highways 22 and 26, and support long range reconnaissance
patrol teams in the TAOR,

Enemy activity was generally light throughout the Division TACR from
1-10 August with the areas of principal action on the southern and north-
ern slopes of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT2858), the Boi Loi Woods (XTU337),
the "Citadel™ (XT5025) and upper Filhol Rubber Plantation (XT6522), ths
vicinity of An Ninh (XT4314), the "Sugar Mill% (XT4604), and in Tan Tru
(X86763), Binh Phuoe (XS6155) and Can Giouc (XS8373) Districts, Incidents
of mining and the planting of booby traps continued on an upward trend into
August, In the 1-10 August time frame, 58 mines and booby traps were dsto-

-nated resulting in five U.S. soldisrs killed and 86 wounded, One hundred

and sixty-eight minss and booby traps were destroyed during the same period,

In the 1lst Brigade arez, the redeployment of the 27lst and 272nd Regi-
ments to Binh Long Province left the 88th Regiment in a split configuration
southwest 'and north of Tay Ninh City, the D1 and D14 Battalions securing
supplies for attacks on Go Dau Ha (XT385251) and for ambushes of allied
road convoys qn Highways 19 and 22, and COSVN®s artillery elemsnts staging
for attacks by fire on Ben Keo (XT2443) and Can Giang (XT2737), The 66th
ﬁmtillery Regiment was positioned northwest of Tay Ninh City (XT180777) on

August,

A series of contacts around Nui Ba Den mountain involving the 4th Bat-
talion (Mschanized), 23rd Infantry, netted a total of 35 enemy killed. On

5
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2 August, Co A, conducting a reconnaissance operation with a rsgional
forcfa oo;pm;p:gyth; southern foot of the nountainp(l'l‘28756;%, spottgd. three
KVA and engagod them with organie weapons and artillery, eliminating all three
of them. On 3 August at 0300 hours, a night combat patrol from Company B,

two kilometers southeast of Nui Ba Den (XT315565), killed eight XVA with auto-
matio weapons, helicopter and AC-47 gunships and artillery. At 0800 hours

of the szme day, a command &nd control helicopter directed artlllery on enemy
soldisrs in the open on the eastern slope of the mountaln (IT2_98582 » Killing
threo., On 5 August, Company B conducted a ground reconnaissance one kilown-
ter sast of Ful Ba Dan (XT308572) and, at 1124 hours, received two rounds of
60mz mortar fire which wounded two infantrymen, Company B returned fire with
their orgsnic weapons, helicopter gunships and artillery, resulting in five
HVA killed, On 7 August, just south of the mountain (XT286564), four NVA
were Killed a?ter Company B geined contact at 1440 hours and engaged them
with organiec weapons, riot control agent {CS), helizopter gunships and an

z2ir strike,

On 8 August, Companies B and C (4=23 Mech) combined with two Reglonal
Force companies to support a #lx-man recovery team on a mission code-named
“Operation Labrador Retriever®, The team was to locate and recover the body
of an American soldier killed 4in astion on 12 July 1969 during an operation
conduated by the 2-2 In?, ist Inf Div, which #as under the operational con-
trol of the 25th Inf Div at that time, The recovery wes accomplished with-
out incident but sniper fire was received from several locations as two of
the APC's becams mired in mud and the recovery team prepared for extraction,
Minigun, 4Omm "Duster®, organic weapons, dirsct 8 inch howitzer, 4,2% wortar
and 90mm tank fire was employed o uproot the snipers and & drop of riot
control agent (€S) and napalm and fragmentation bombs were used in support
of the ground elements, Nine of the snipers were killed,

A series of firefights with elements of the 2nd Battallon, 268th Regiment,
the 83rd Rear Service Group and the 3 Battallon, 10ist Regiment erunted in
the Boi Loi Woods in locations near traditional, enemy baseé and legistical
sreas, On 5 August, Company B, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, with elpments
of the 2nd ARVN Airborne Battalion, conducted a combat assault into the area
(XT534355) in reaction to intelligence reports, At 1045 hours, Company B
exchanged fire with an enemy squad, resulting in ons U, S, killed and one
U,S, wounded, Contact was broken by the enemy but reestablished at 1610
hours. A fierce engagement ensued during which four ARVE soldiers ware
killed and 15 wounded by small arms and RPG fire, Helicopter gunships, ar-
tillery and air strikes supported the ground action and when the enemy re-
sistance was eliminated, a sweep of the contact site preduced 35 enemy killed,
four NVA prisoners-of-war and nine individual weapons and some manitions,

On 6 August, Company A, 2nd Battalion (Mecharized), 22nd Infantry, ac-
companied by an ARVE Airborns company, conducted a mounted reconnaissancs
into the Bol Loi Woods where they uncovered a cache (XT503372) consisting
of three BPG launchers, five AX-47 rifles, a 60mm mortar and soms munitions
and medical supplies. A brief contact followed when an enemy squad was

6
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engaged near the cache, resulting in one U,S, wounded, At 1305 hours, two
miles from this contact {XT522361), Company C \2-22 Mech); Company B, 4-9
Inf, and elements of the 2nd ARVN Airborne Battalion engaged an enemy pla-
toon with organic weapons, helicopter gunships, riot control agent (CS§

and artillery, resulting in 10 NVA killed, one NVA prisoner-of-war, the
loss of seven AK-47 rifles, an M-79 grenade launcher, two pistols, a heavy
machine gun, and 23 82mm mortar rounds, Allied losses were one U,5, killed,
six U,S, weunded; one Kit Carson Scout wounded and ons armored personnel
carrier destroyed,

Su 7 August, Company B (2-22 Mech) established a night laager (XT502-
362) and a2t 1900 hours began to receive sniper fire., Company B returned
firve with organic weapons, helicopter gunships and artillery, resulting in
four enemy killed, Two days later (9 August) still in this same area %XTSOZ-
362), Company B met with an unknown number of eiiemy in a sharp clash, ex-
changing small arms and automatic weapons fire, Helicopter gunships and
artillery were directed on the enemy fortifications and a search of the arsa
located 25 ensmy killed and a destroyed RPG launcher, U,S, casualties were
one killed and four wounded,

Friendly initiated actions forced a series of contacts on enemy sle-
ments avoiding open confrontation in preparation for the Fall Campaign in
the 2nd Brigade area, Ha Van Het, commander of the ist Battalion, Quyet
Thang Regiment, rallied to GVN forces on & August and confirmed earlier re-
ports that the regiment had been broken down into two separate battallions
training for sapper and guerrilla tactics, Het revealed that the morale of
his men was low and that enemy supply lines had been severad completely
causing a shortage of munitions, He estimated that the 1st Quyet Thang Bat~
talion was incapable of presently initiating attecks.

A directive from the Current Affairs Committee of Sub-Region 1, captured
in late July;, provided an insight into the current political direction of the
Viet Cong., The document gave guidance for the establishment and strengthen-
ing of the revolutionary administrative machinery in an effort to counter GVF
pacification efforts. The addressess were told to oppose the accelerated
pacification program and friendly military and psywar activities by strengthen-
ing the revolutionary councils, Viet Cong forces in Sub-Region 1 were to aug-
ment the National Revolutionary Councils of northern Gia Dinh, Ben Cat, Trang
Bang, Cu Chi and Hoc Mon Districts. The revolutionary councils discussed in
these documents were believed to be the local political arm of the NLF which
the VC/NVA had been attempting to establish throughout South Vietnam. They
ars basically designed to foster the imags of a legal government entity which
the VC/NVA negotiation teams at Paris can cite as the basis for their claim
to political control of South Vietnam,

In the Ho Bo Woods (XT515275) on 1 August, Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry, conducting & dusk patrol, engaged eight enemy st 2130 hours with

automatic weapons and artillery, resulting in seven enemy killed. On 2
August, Companies A and D, 2nd Battalion, 14#th Infantry, OPCON to the 1st

7
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Battalion (Mechanised), oggh Infentry, were airlifted into an area north of
the Ho Bo Woods (XT582304) where they mads contact with an estimated enemy
platocn at 1515 hours, An artillery preparation and a drop of riot control
agent (CS) praoceded the insertion and an air strike was employed to uproot
the enemy force with helicopter gunships covering possible escape routes,
The infantrymen engaged the enemy with small arms and asutomatic weapons in
close combat, The enemy returned fire with hand grenades and individaal
weapons, killing one Division soldier and wounding four others, Thirteen
NVA were killed, A bomb damage assessment in the same general area (XT530-
300) the next day disclosed a destroyed bunker complex and munitions,

In the "Citadel" area north of Trang Bang on 2 August, Trocp D, 3rd
Squadron, 4th Cavalry, on an aerial reconnaissance wission, kiiled 15 en-
emy (XT507218) with artillery and air strikes, Company B, 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry, swept the location and found eight AK-47 rifles and some
medical supplies,

On 6 August, Company D, 2nd Battalion, i4th Infantry, OPCON 1-5 Mech,
conducted a combat assault into another area in the "Citadel® (XT572230)
where enemy forces had been located by intelligence information. An ar-
tillery preparation had preceded the insertion and Company P, baving linked
up witb the 2-49 ARVN Regiment, found i1 enemy KIA, Further search of this
area led to a contact with an estimated reinforced enemy platoen, Helicopter
gunships, ertillery and air strikes leveled the enemy fortifications, result-
ing in 17 enemy killed and 10 AK-47 rifles destroyed., There were no friend-
ly casualties., A read-out of documents captured after the engagement iden-
tified the 2 Battalion, 268th Regiment and medical elements of northern Cu
Chi Distriet,

Three caches were discovered in the "Citadel® on 8 and 9 August. Com-
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, on a ground reconnaissance west of
Trung Lap (XT546216) on 8 August, located eight tons of rice, Company C,
exploit prisoner-of-war information on 9 August northwest of Trang Bang
(XT520243), evacuated & Thompson sub-machine gun, a German-made light ma-
chine gun, a flame thrower ard munitions. The Combined Reconneissance In-
telligence Platoon, 1-5 Mech, exploiting Hol Chanh information the same day,
destroyed 35 cases (7000 roundaj of .51 caliber ammnition, 42 RPG rounds
and 20 RPG boosters in an area south of Trang Bang (XT568195),

There were two contacts with ensmy forces near the Filhol Rabber Plan-
tation, On 4 August, the Combined Regonnaissance Intelligence Platoons, 2-1%4
Inf and 1-5 Mech, with the support of the 116th Assault Helicopter Company
engeged 15 enemy seven kilometers northeast of Cu Chi (XT628179) in close.
fighting with organic weapons, hand grenades, artillery and alr strikes,
resulting in 12 enemy killed and the loss of 11 AK-47 rifles, Documents re-
moved from the bodies identified the 1st Quyet Thang Battalion., On 9 August,
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company with alements of the 2-1% Inf, on recon=-
nalssance operations, killed a totel of nine enemy in several scattered incid-
ents (XT6221-XT6423),
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Activity was light in the 3rd Brigade area from 1-10 August. The en-
emy continued to move supplies and troops into Sub-Region 2 from Ba Thu,

Cambodia (XT2703),

Cn 3 August, the Combined Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon, 2nd
Battalicn, 27th Infantry, operating along & canal in the "Sugar Mill" south-
east of Hep Hoa (IT454052), evacuated 37 RPG rounds, one AK-47 rifle, 32 82mm
mortar rounds, 40 hand grenades, one claymore mine, 76 60mm mortar rounds and
destroyed two sampans,

On 8 August, an artillery aeriel observer, 2nd Battalion, 77th Artillery,
engaged an estimated ensmy squad with artillery six kilometers north of Hiep
Hoa (XT433143) at 1155 hours. The enemy returned fire with organic weapons,
hitting the light observation helicopter and forcing it to land. Company C,
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, secursed the helicopter and engaged eight enemy
with organic weapons, helicopter gunships, artillery and air strikes. At
1610 hours, contact was gained with 10 enemy in the same general area (XT432-
148) and supporting fires were again massed on the enemy position. The en-
counter cost the enemy i7 killed while two U.S, soldiers were wounded,

Moderate activity was exparienced by the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divi-
sion as Sub-Region 2 and Sub-Regicn 3 persomnel continued movsment of supplies
and infiltration of replacements into Long An Province, The enemy also per-
sisted in his efforts te counter GVN pacification programs, A 60-man unit,
possibly from the 520 Battalion, was reportedly targeted against Revolution-
ary Development cadra and ARVN's in New Life hamlets and planned to shell
Tan Tru Subsector (XS684625), Elemsnts of Sub-Rogion 6, attempting to in-
filtrate to Saigon, were frustrated in their efforts to reach their destina-
tion, Prisoners-of-war and Hoi Chanh stated that allied preemptive actions
were effectively disrupting the infiltration,

On 3.August, Company A, 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, conducted an
Eagle Flight near the "Parrot®s Beak® (XS345943) and made contact with an
estimated two enemy platoons, Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 17th Alr Cavalry,
and the Raider Platoon (5-60 Inf) were flown in to support the engage-
ment, The enemy returned fire with a heavy volume of small arms, antomatic
weapons and RPG fire and a light observation helicopter was shot down and
destroyed, Artillery and air strikes were employed to break the enemy’s rs-
sistance, Sweeping the battlsfiold, Company A located 42 enemy killed,
eight AK-47 rifles, one SKS rifle, a light machine gun, three RPG launchers,
a radlo and 40 RPG rounds, Five Viet Cong prisoners-of-mar were capturad,
They stated they were members of the C2 Company, 308 Battalion, and were
enroute to Thu Thua District to conduct reconna?ssarce and undertake opera-
tions, The contact marked the return of the 308 Battalion after a period
of rafitting in Cambodia, The captured weapons were new, Six Americans
wore wounded in the fighting,

That same day at O740 hours, the Raider Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 60th
Infantry, on a search north of Tan Tru (XS649645) evacuated five SKS rifles,
two Remington 30-30 rifles and 100 rounds of small arms ammunition. Company
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A, 2nd Battalion /Mechanized), 47tk Infantry, on an Aquabush operation south-
east of Binh Phuoc (XS630530), made contact at 2110 and 2255 hours, resulting
in seven enemy KIA,

On 10 August, Team 21, Company E, 75th Infantry (Ranger), engaged six
enemy moving in sampans along the Bo Bo Canal (XS518523), a major supply
route leading into Long An Province. They killed all six enexy soldiers
with smell arms and automatic weapons and destroyed two sampans and 66 BRPG
rounds, evacuating an AK-47 rifle and five 107mm rockets. The enemy was
identified as elements of the rear service section of Sub-Region 2,

In other scattered contacts in Long An Province, the 3rd Brigade, 9th
Inf Div, killed seven NVA on 2 August and destroyed a bunker complex; killed
11 enemy on 4 August and captured three prisoners-of-var ard a small ammni-
tions cache (2100 small arms rounds); killed 21 NVA on 6 August; captured one
prisoner-of-war and eliminated 11 enemy on 7 August, and killed 14 enemy,
captured a prisoner, one 60mm mortar, seven 107m rockets and other munitions
on 9 August,

The enemy’s move to initiate the first phase of the Autumn Campaign was
highly reminiscent of the strategy employed in the opening of the Summer Cam-
paign when widespread publicity was given to 19 May (Ho Chi Minh's birthday)
as & highpoint of the offensive and, instead, a violent series of attacks by
fire were launched on 11-12 May throughout Vietnam., Having suggested 19
August (National Revolution Day) as a probable date for ths beginning of the
Fall Offensive, the enemy launched the first highpoint of the campaign on
11-12 August with a coordinated series of attacks by fire and ground actions
throughout Vietnam, In the 25th Infantry Division TAOR, however, this attempt
wag feeble compared with earlier actions. In contrast to the Summer phase
of activity, the enemy concentrated his ground forces in the An Loc/Loc Ninh
(XT7588-X07309) areas of Binh Long Province, though continuing te mount lim-
ited supporting actions in the vicinity of Tay Ninh and throughout the sub-
regions., Althovgh there was a slight increaso around 19 August, the ex-
pected highpoint on that date did not materializs,

The 9th VC/NVA Diwision (27ist and 272nd Regiments) and the ist NVA
Division were delivered massive defeats by the ist Air Cavalry Division,
3st Infantry Division and 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment in Binh Long Pro-
vines and northern Tay Ninh Province, In one of these actions in upper
Tay Ninh Province, elements of the ist NVA Division attacked LZ Bsoky (XT375~
810), manned by elements of the ist Air Cavalry Division, resulting in 17
enemy killed, Fire Support Base St, Barbara (XT272683), defended by Com-
pany C, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry (1st Brigade, 25th Inf Div), and the
firing site for Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 32nd Artillery (175/8") and Bat~
tery A, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery (105mm), provided fire support for LZ
Becky, At 0340 hours when the battle was most intense, FSB St, Barbara re-
coived 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire, 40 rounds of 60mm mortar fire, i0 RPG
rounds, 10 rifle grenades and bangalore torpedoes which preceded a sapper
attack aimed at cutting off the support of LZ Becky., The sappers killed one
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Division soldier, wounded five others and destroyed a 105mm artillery piece,
a quarter ton truck and a UHF generator. Four of the sappers were killed,

At 2315 hours on 13 August, the ist ARVN Airborne Battalion at Ben Co
Noi (XT141434) southwest of Tay Ninh City and just west of the Vam Co Dong
River, came under heavy enemy attack, During the attack, the ist Brigade
rendered assistance by providing U,S, air asssts and artillery support.
Close coordination was maintained and plans were effected to react at first
light, At dawm, Company A, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry was inserted and
established a blocking position while ARVN Airborne elements swept from
thelr defensive positions, Seventy-one bodies were located. The ARVN. in-
stallation was attacked again on the night of 14 August and Company C (3-22
Inf) reacted with elements of the 2nd ARVN Yirborne Battalion, The allied
contingent engaged an estimated reinforced enemy platoon on 15 August with
organic weapons, helicopter gunships, riot control agent (CS), artillery
and air strikes, resulting in 31 enemy killed and two .51 caliber machine
guns destroyed. Enemy return fire consisting of small arms, automatic wea-
pons and mortars killed one American soldier and wounded another. In the
same general area (XT112428) the next day (i6 August), an artillery aerial
observer from the 7th Battalion, 11lth Artillery, in support of Company C,
located seven enemy who had been killed by artillery fires., At 1352 hours,
a 3-22 Inf C&C ship, in the vieinity of the previous day's contact (XT095-
433), engaged an estimated enemy platoon with helicopter gunships and ar-
tillery, killing 19 NVA and destroying an AK-47 rifle and 500 small arms
rounds, The ist ARVN Airborne Battalion fought off an estimated enemy com-
pany in the early morning hours of 17 August, killing 15 more NVA (XT142434),
Although no positive identification was made of the enemy elements involved
in these actions, they were believed to be forces of the 88th NVA Regiment,

With the exception of the attacks on FSB St, Barbare and on the ARVN
installation at Co Noi, the attacks by fire in the 25th Infantry Divisiox's
area of operations were not accompanied by coordinated ground actions,
Throughout the week following 11 August, Division installations received
ovsr 50 attacks by fire, ranging from light to heavy shellings, and result-
ing in 41 Division soldiers wounded, Numerous contacts were reported by
R??EF elements on the night of 11-12 August, and there were several shell-
ing incidents directed at Bao Trai, Duc Hoa and the Duc Hue Special Forces
compound, Many cf the shellings involwed a small number of rounds that
failed to reach their objective, often impacting several meters outside the
wire obstacles, From 11-24 August, Division night combat patrols and sniper
toams made a total of 38 contacts, killing 40 of the enemy and receiving a
Hol Chanh at a cost of one American killed.

Several incidents of enemy terrorist activity were recorded. Gn 13

August, nine civilians were killed when the Lambretta im which they were
riding detonated an anti-tank mine off Highway 6A northwest of Trung Lap

" (XT504256), A& Viet Cong detonated a claymore mine in a coffee house loceted

in s hamlet west of Cu Chi (XT608138), wounding four oivilians on 46 August.
A time*bomb was set in the Duc Hoa market (XS596963) on 17 August, wounding
six GVN soldiers and killing two and wounding 16 civilians,
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In addition, villagers (XT515025) told elements of the 1st Battalion, 27th
Infantry, that the Viet Cong had threatened to rocket their village if they
associatad with Americans, A MEDCAP team with the 2nd Battalion, 12th Infan-
try, learned that the young men of a village located near Trang Bang (XTi473-
1895 were forced to move out of the village at night to avoid being abducted
by the Viet Cong. There were also numerous instances of Viet Cong rocketing
and mortaring hamlets and villages, resulting in death and injury to several
civilians,

The mamber of mines and booby traps were at & high rate in the Division
area, From 11-24 August, Division soldiers destroyed 211 mines and booby
traps and detonated 61, resulting in four U,5, killed and 97 wounded,

Viet Cong attempts to gain the support of the populace in the Autumn
Campaign became more widespread and intensified with the tempo of military
activity, Documents found on Bighwey 1 (XT608138) by the 6th Psyops Bat-
talion on 16 August included VC propaganda slogans urging the psople to par-
ticipate in upcoming attacks on 19 August and 2 September, 4. rallier re-
vealed that a movement was underway to penetrate Chieu Hoi centers in am
attempt to initiate ssbotage and instigate insurrections within the centers
cnce the offensive had begun, Other Viet Cong were assigned to rally and,
upon being assigned to ARVN units, were trained to act as undercover agents,
proselyting men within the ARVN ranks who exhibited low morale.,

Documents captured by the U.S, Navy south of Tan Tru (X5695625) revealed
the enemy's intentions following the withdrawal of two brigades of the 9th
Infantry Division, The documents included a statement which read, "This is
a favorable opportunity for friendly (VC) forces to intensify their attacks
in Sub-Region 3." The Current Affairs Committee of Sub-Region 3 directed
all areas to initliate tactical operations in rural and urban areas, coor-
dinate tactical operations with political efforts, particularly with military
proselyting actions, kill pacification personnel, GVN officials and civilian
cadre as well as attack military posts controlling rural areas, propagandize
the {VC) Ten Point Plan, sstablish the Provisional Revolutionary government
and motivate the people to participate in the development of an armed po-
1litical force, The directives expressed in these documents were diametrical-
ly opposed to the position taken by the Communists in their propaganda efforts,
According to the Commmunists, any troop withdrawal would be met by a cessation
of their hostilities in an area where the troops were withdrawn,

On 20 August, an unusual sighting was made by U.S, forces at Buc Hue,
Ten enemy were sngaged with artillery (XT302125) and fled to Cambodia in
the vicinity of XT3014, At 1845 hours, two helicopters landed in the areas
‘o which the enemy personnel had escaped, Helicopters were reportedly
sighted in the "Angel’s Wing" earlier in 1969 but their manner of employ-~
ment and owmership remained undetermined.

In addition to the actions at Ben Co Noi and FSB St, Barbara, the 1st
Brigade experienced moderate activity from 11-17 August which generally
continued at a steady pace from 18-24 August, During these periods, Tay
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Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) received attacks by fire on 12, 14, 15 and 24
August, resulting in three Americans wounded and damage to four heli-
copters and four structures, Attacks by fire wsre also received by Fire
Support Base Sedgwick II (XT245313), FSB St, Barbara (XT272683), FSB
Crook (XT055595), and Patrcl Base Hunter (XT3692u2),

Qn 11 August, the 2nd Battalicn, 3%th Armor (-) left the ist Bri-
gade and came under the operational control of the 3rd Brigade,

To the north of Nui Ba Den mountain, FSB St, Barbara (XT272682),
manned by Company €, 4=9 Inf, received another attack at 0325 hours on
17 August. The attack was supported by mortar and RPG fire from the
north and northwest followed by a ground assault which reached the berm
but did not penetrate the perimeter. The attack was held off with or-
ganic weapons, claymore mines, a Night Hawk helicopter and artillery,
Twenty-one of the enemy were killed and two AK-47 rifles and three RPG
launchers were captured, Thres Americans were killed and eight wounded
in the defense of the basse, Battlefield Iitter and its proximity sug-
gested that the unit was probably a sapper element of the ist NVA Divi-
slon,

Three kilometers southeast of Nui Ba Den on 20 August, Company B,
4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry, received two RPG rounds in
their night offensive position (XT30055§§ at 0606 hours and returned
fire with organic weapons and artillery, killing thres NVA, Still oc-
cupying this position on the morning of 21 August, Company B received
small arms, automatic weapons and 82mm mortar fire from an estimested en-
emy company at 0150 hours followed by a ground asssult, The initial
shelling of the camp wounded six Division soldiers and inflicted minor
damage to two armorsd persanmel. carrisrs, Fire was returned with organ-
i¢ weapong, a Night Hawk helicopter, an AC<47 gunship and artillery, A
sweep:; of the battlefield at daybreak uncovered 4i. NVA KIA and three pris-
oners, The enemy also lost four AK-47 rifles and three RPG launchers,
Interrogation of the prisoners disclosed that COSVN artillery elements
and possibly a force from the 88th NVA Regiment iwere involved.

The 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, operating in the east-

ern portion of Tay Ninh Province against elements of Sub-Region 1, made
several contacts with enemy forces and located c¢mall caches of enemy sup-
pIies. Small actions from 11-18 August accounted for nine enemy killed,
& 60mm mortar, six AK-47 rifles and two RPG launchers,

Company A (2-22 Mech) conducted a mounted reconnaissance on the south-
sastern edge of the Boi Lei Woods (XT520337) on 19 August and made heavy
contact with a wel). entrenched element of the 83rd Rear Service Group at
0930 hours, The initial burst of enemy fire killed five Division soldiers
and wounded six others, A drop of riot control agent (CS), helicopter gun-
ships, artillery and air strikes were massed on the bunker complex and an
assault on the objective area resulted in 25 enemy killed and one P¥,
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Enemy activity from 11-17 August in the 2nd Brigade area generally
consisted of a higher Tevel. of harassment in the form of attacks by fire
and booby traps and remained at & moderate level from 18-24 August with
action centering in the upper "Citadel® (XT5070) and Trang Bang (XT4519)
areas, In the 18-24 August time frame, main force units continued their
efforts tc avold contact while proceding with training and resupply. The
numerous attacks by fire, directed against U,S, bazes in Cu Chi and Trang
Bang Districts, were efforts on the part of the enemy to maintain a show
of strength while being relatively inactive, Beginning on 8 August, the
1st Infantry Division had assumed responsibility for most of Phu Hoa Dis-
trict and the Phu Cuong and Ba Bep Bridges (See Qverlay 2—-Division TACR
8 August 1969).

The interrogation of a captured aspirant from the 128 Signal Section
of Sub-Region i disclosed that food supplies had been particularly scarce
in recent wesks because most of the normal supply routes had been blocked.
The prisoner stated that Sub-Region 1 units away from food producing areas
had been eating barsly enough to survive.

Attacks by fire in the 2nd Brigade area stiruck Cu Chi Base Camp (XT65-
15), PB Bunsley (XT595270), PB Dess (XT551224), and the compound of the
Combined Reconnaissance/Intelligence Patrol, 2nd Battalion, il4th Infantry,
near Trung Lap (XT518256),

In the “Citadel"™ area, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, on a
ground reconnsissance on 11 August, located two caches (XT5224-XT5123) con-
sisting of seven individual weapons, 700 small arms rounds, 46 mortar fuszes,
100 pounds of explosives, 11 REG rounds and 1500 feet of communications
wire. Company A (2-12 Inf) captured four Viet Cong who were members of the
Trang Bang Rear Service Group while on a reconnalssance of the same area on
16 August and recovered two AK-47 rifles and two pistals,

A 2-i14 Inf sniper team, outposted off Route 7A, eight kilometers north-
west of Cu Chi (XT570175) with a regionsl force element, killed five enemy
on 17 August after receiving small arms and 60mm mortar fire, Not far from
this contact at 2200 hours, slements of the 2-14 Inf killed four more enemy
with small arms, A night combat patrol from Company D §2°14 Inf) lccated
near the vicinity of these two contacts the next night (18 August) engaged
15 enemy (XT565171) with organic weapuns, helicopter and AC-47 gunships and
artillery, resulting in an additional fivo enemy killed.

On 21 August, Company C (2-1%4 Inf) and the Reconnaissance Platoon, lst
Battalion €Msechanized), 5th Infantry, on a mounted reconnaissance four kilo-
meters east of Trang Bang (XT53319€§ engaged an estimated enemy rlatoon in
& bunker complex hidden in a hedgerow with organic weapons, hellcoptsr gun-
ships and artillery, resulting in 15 NVA KA and a Joss to the enamy of 10

7 rifles and one RPG launcher., Enemy RPG fire struck an armored person-
nel carrier during the firefight, wounding four Division solllers.

North of the Ho Bo Woods (XT624304) on 12 August, Company D, 2nd Battalion,
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i4th Infentry, conducted a combat assault, secured an LZ for the ist ARVN
Alrborne Battalion and searched the area before making contact witn an en-
emy squad at 1120 hours, The resulting firefight was covered by helicopter
gunships and five enemy were killed, One AK-47 rifle, an M-16 rifle, an
M.2 carbine, two watchtowers, five bunkers and 20 pounds of clothing were
destroyed.,

Companies A and D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Xnfantry, combat assaulted into
the woods near Ben Suc north of the Ha Bo Wools on 13 August where they opera-
ted in an abandoned enemy base area, At 1500 heurs, Company D engaged seven
enemy who were hiding in the vegetation near the base camp (XT7553336). The
small arms and automatic weapons fire from Company D was so intense that the
enemy soldiers were unabls to return fire, All seven vere killed and Company
D retrieved four AK-47 rifles and ane cluster bamb unit.

Gnh 16 August, Company A (2-i4 Inf), on a ground recomnaissance in the
Ho Ba Woods (XT634225) uncovered a cache which contained a 60mm mortar, a
light machine gun, an SKS rifle, one Browning Automatic Rifle, 30 pounds of
medical supplies, 3000 smell arms rounds, 30 60mm mortar charges, 91 60mm
mortar rounds, 35 rifle grenades, 60 blsasting caps and 20 immer tubes, In
the Sa Fho area of the Ho Be Woods on 21 August (XT585179), a night cambat
patrol from Company A, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, engaged an unknown num-
ber of enemy with mortars and helicapter gunships, killing six enemy.

On 24 August, Company D (2-14 Inf) conducted a combat assault into the
Ho Bo Woods in an area where the 1st Quyet Thang Battalion was reported to
have been training in sapper tactics (XT€40247), The infantrymen engaged
an estimated reinforced enemy company with organic weapons, helicopter gun-
ships, artillery and an Air Force fighter plane, resulting in 48 enemy killed
and one NVA prisoner-of-war from the 2 Company, ist Quyet Thang Battalion.
The enemy also lost 23 AK-47 rifles, an RPG launcher, some explosives and
hand grenades, Heavy enemy small arms and RPG fire killed two Division
soldiers, woundsd four others and caused minor damage to two UHLH helicopters,

In the 3rd Brigade area from 11-17 August, ensmy activity remained at
& moderate level wilh several shelling incidents, Trail activity contimied
to be observed on traditional lines af commnication between Cambodia and
the inner areas of Sub-F:ision 2 with the lower Angel®s Wing-An Ninh (XT4013)
and Sa Thu (XT2502)-%y Heak 1XT%502) corridors being most prominent, The
D16 Battalion was the only muiu force unit contacted during the period. The
level of activity dropped to a lower pace during 18-2l fugust s&s enemy troops
confined themselves to reconnaissance and troop movement.

Most of the shellings of 3rd Brigade installations did not result in
casualties or damage. In additlon to the numerous attacks by fire received
by ARVN forces in Duc Hoa and Duc Hue Districts and by the Duc Hue Special
Forces camp, enemy gunners fired mortars or rockets at the 3rd Brigede Head-

uarters at Bao Trai (xrzz5ou3), FSB Chamberlain (XSjﬁ?&b) PB Rittgers
?1135412»5), FSB Jackson {XT%23168) and PB Houston (XT. 00685-,
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On 12 August, Company A, 2nd Battalion; 27th Infantry, being airlifted
into an area four iilometers east of the Cambodian Border near the "Angel's
Wing® (XT363147) to establish Patrol Base Rittgers, met immediste resistance
upon landing by an estimated reinforced enemy campany, The enemy laid down
a heavy base of small arms, automatic weapons, RPG and ,51 caliber antl-air-
oraft fire, The close combat on the ground was supported by helicopter gun-
ships, an AC-L7 gunship, Cobra gunships, artillery and air strikes. The
fighting continued throughout the day and subside’ as darkness approach~d
and the enemy broke contact, Sweeps of the area on 12 and 13 August pro-
duced 57 snemy killed, 13 AK-47 rifles, 10 RPG launchers, two .30 caliber
machine guns, 105 RPG rounds, 2100 small arms rounds, a radio and SOI; a
pistol and five pounds of medical supplies. Division losses in the sharply
contested encounter were seven killed, 18 wounded, light damage to four UHLH
helicopters, moderate damage to two UHLH helicopters and heavy damage to ons
UH1H helicopter. Documents recovered from the enemy bodies identified the
enemy force &5 an element of the D16 Battalion. An analysis of these decu~
ments indicated that the D16 Battalion was preparing to launch operations in
the immediate area of critact and the resulting loss in persommel would pro-
bably force abortion of the mission, The documents also added credence to
the belief that elements of the D16 Battalion were operating in conjunction
with the 269 Battalion, Sub-Region 2, Another document indicated that mem-
bers of the C3 Compeny, D16 Battalion, had received iraining in the use of
107mm and 1221mm rockets sometime in July.

The civilian populace in several villages néar the Vam Co Dong River
north of the "Sugar Mill" (XTL4513-XTL512) pointad out several booby traps
to elements of the 2nd Battalion, 3hth Armor (-) (OPCON 3rd Brigede) fiom
18-20 August., This was a new development in that the villagers in this
area had not previously displayed pro-GVN sympathies., On 22 August, the
223} Ammor was returned to the operational contrel of the 1lst Brigade and
established its ccamand element at FSB Buell III (XT217535).

In Long An Provinca, enemy activity was low to moderate from 11-17 Aue-
gust and increased steadily from 18-24 August, In the 11-17 August period,
counter-pacification and harassment attacks wers the chief senemy acvivities,
Reports indicated that the enemy was active along the infiltration routes
leading to Sub-Region 3 from Cambodia., The prependerance of activity from
18-2ly August took place in southern Tan Tru and Rach Kien Districts, Ac-
tivity generally consisted of attacks by fire against prominent targets in
the Sub-Region 3 area, including Tan An (XSSh6§§,, Tan Tra (X56861) and Rach
Kien (XS7369)., There were alsc several contacts with reccnnaissance and
terrerist grouns opn:ating in the districts, The enemy persistod in his
4 efforts to disrupt pacification and Phoenix activities conducted in the sub-
3 region, The continued apprehension of Sub-Region 6 persomnel indicated that
the enemy was still determined to strengthen his uapability in Saigon, 4n
unusually large number of rallisrs and prisoners from Sub-Rsgion § were re=-
ceived from 18-2l August, Information gained from these personnel revealed
that sapper actions were plannsd for the Sth, 7th and 8th precincts of Sai-
gon, Documents captured by the U,S, Navy revealed that the allied pacification
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program was seriocusly disrupting the VC revelutionary movement in Long An
Provincs,

Elements of the 3rd Battalion; 7th Infaniry, engaged an estimated en-
emy platoon on 1l August seven kilometers southeast of Can Uioue (XS884673)
with organic weapons and an air strike, Thirteen enemy were killed in the
contact and three individual weapons were located, A prisoner captured in
the battle stated that he was a member of the A-1 Protection Squad of Long
An Province, He claimed that his mission was to protect an individual named
UT who was a province level cadre member and who was killed in the action,
It was found that a man named UT was listed in II FFV files as an assistant

Chief of Staff, SubeRegion 3,

On 16 August at GLLS hours, Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry,
flying in an area five kilometers southeast of Ben Luc (XS5666733), killed
four énemy with auntomatic weapons fire. This contact was exploited by an
airmobile assault consisting of elements of Companies B and D, Sth Battalion,
60th Infantry, who were airlifted and supported by the 240th A=sault Heli-
copter Company. 4% 1025 hours, Company B received %wo Hoi Chanh (XS670738)
and captured a prisoner-of-war, Further contact in the area resulted in 11
NVA Killed,

On 18 August, this area was again assaulted and several contacts with
elements of the K1l Battalion, lst NVA Regiment, and N-16 and N~19 Battalions
of Sub-Region 6 (XS56669), At the end of the day, Company C, Sth Battalion,
é0th Infantry, and Troop B, 3rd Squadren, 17th Air Cavalry, had accounted
for 19 enemy killed; a prisoner-of-war and a Hoi Chanh, Three kilomsters
southwest of this action (¥5620702), ARVN forces killad 22 enemy who wers
members of the lst NVA Regiment,

The major action of the 18-2l August period in Long An Province came
on 20 August in actions around Phuoc Lam Village (XS767689) seven kilo-
meters southwest of Can Giouc, A pre-planned airstrike was employed to
dertroy suspected enetry positions in the arez and an aerial bamb damage
assessment reported 11 enemy killed, At 1112 hours, Companies B and C, 3rd
Battalion, 7th Infentry, madc contacht with an estimated reinforced enemy
company (XS768689), Campany B, 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, was inserted
by air and Troop B, 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry, flew overhead in sup-
port, The enemy returned fire with small arms and automatic weapons, kill-
ing one American and wounding two others, Artillery and air strikes were
employed to smash the entrenched enemy and the ground elements overran the
fortifications, Thirty-five enemy were killed and two of the enemy rallied,
One of the Hoi Chanh stated he was a member of the K75 Company, 3rd Artillery
Battalion, Sub-Region 3, A prisoner captured on 2i; August stated that he
was & member of the Dong Phu NVA Battalion and that the Battalion Cormander
and 2 Company Commanderswere killed in the air strikes that preceded ‘this
action,

A% 1315 hours on 2l August, Team 16, Company E, 75th Infantry (Ranger),
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engaged three enemy in the northwest corner of Long An Province (XS5363863)
with automatic weapons, killing two of them and capturing a prisoner-of-war
and two individual weapons, One of the deal, Hsl Tram; was tentatively
identified as the Commanding Officer of Sub-Reglon 3.

During the £inal week of August, enemy activity dropped to a low level
with iIntelligence aocurces predicting the occurence of the second highpoint
of tus Fall Campaign in the first week of, September., There was a continue-
ation of efforts in the sub-regions to indoctrinate enemy persomnel in re-
gard to the objectives of the Fall Campaign and to prepare the infrastructure
for support of the coming highpeint, The major thrust of the heightensd ac-
tivity was indicated again for Binh Long Province with action in the 25th
Infantry Division being confined to attacks by fire; limited ground action
and acts of harassment,

In the 18t Brigade area, Tay Ninh Base Camp (XT1551) received three 107mm
rockets on 25 August with no resulting casualties or damage, On 31 August,
ths base received small arms fire which was followed by a possible reconnais-
sance/sapper probe of the base’s bunkerline on the night of 31 August, Heli-
copter gunships strafed an estimated enemy squad attempting to pass through
the wire obstacles, killing cne NVA,

There was only one significant engagemsnt in the Boi Lol Woods during
the waek whers the 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, conducted
mounted recormaissence missions, On 28 August at 1305 hours, Company C met
with a well-fortified enemy platoon. Riot control sgent (CS), en air strike
and artillery were employed to rout the NVA fram their bunkers and destroy
the complex, No Americans were killed in the firefight but the enemy force,
beliaved to have been an element of Sub-Region 1, lost 15 KIA, A translation
of documents captured by ths 2-22 Mech earlier in August revealed that the
chief of the 268th VC/NVA Hegiment's Political Section and ths assistant
reginental Political Officer had been killed by allied operations in this
area,

More documentation was compiled on the deterioration of Sub-Region 1
as an =ffective political and military entity., The testimcny of documents,
rallisrs and prisoners contributed to the growing body of evidence which
pointed to low morale, shortages of food and materiel, losses of large num-
bers of personnel and attempts to restructure *he remnants of Sub-Region 1
forces, Cne report suggested that the 83rd Rear Service Group, previously
a highly effective force of hard-core enemy persomnel, may have undergons
some degree of reorganizatlon,

In the 2nd Brigade, scattered small contacts were experienced in the
¥Citadel" and around Trang Bang and Trung Lap.

Considerable troop movement was monitored in Sub-Region 2 with heavy
trail activity between the Cambodian Bordsr and the "Sugar Mill", Clandes~
tine enemy activity was increased with the emphasis being placed along the
Vam Co Dong River,
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In the dnly contact of note in the 3rd Brigade area, Team 21, Compamny
F, 75%h Infantry (Ranger), engaged 6-8 enemy six kilameters southeasti of
Hiep Hoa in the "Sugar Mi1l" (XT474003) with automatic weapons and helicopter
Yire teams, killing three NVA, Compary D, 1st Battalion, 27th Infantry,
swept this area and destrocyed 29 bunkers, four M-79 rounds, a sampan and 2
hand grenads.

The 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, operating against Sub-Regiun
3 and Sub-Region 6 forces, continued to uproot scattered groups of enemy
during ths week, The 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry, was trucked to Long
Binh to rejoin the 199th ldight Infantry Brigade and was replaced by the
6th Battalion, 3last Infantry, a 9th Inf Div battalion who had been cover-
ing the close-out of Dong Tam,

Company D, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, conductad a combat assault
to a location near the Vam Co Dong River scuth of Ben Imc (XS6371) on 29
August and in a2 series of contacts killed nine of the enemy and located
2}y RPG rounds, 6500 small arms rounds, 3l RPG boosters, 19 107mm rocket
motors and two 107mm rocket warheads, That sams day, Companies & and C
(2-60 Inf) met with enemy resistance in several actions five kilcmetars
south of Tan An (XS5459), with gunships from the 2j0th Assault Helicopter
Company providing overhead cover. In one contact at 1100 hours, the gun-
ships accounted for eight enemy killed and, at 1555 hours, Company & located
nine NVA who had bsen killed by artillery, Fifteen more NVA were killed on
31 Angust six kilomstsrs north-northwast of Tan Tru (XS5169) by Companies
A, C and D, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry in day-long operations,

The month of August closed with a relative decline in the number of
mine and beoby trap incidents, In the week from 25-31 August, Division
elements dotonsted 22 mines and booby traps, rssulting in two soldiers
killed and 33 wounded whils /7 mines and booby traps were destroyed, The
25th Infantry Division and the 3rd Rrigads, 9th Infantry Division; kilied
a total of 1228 enemy during the month, captursd 58 prisoners and accounted
for 298 members of the Vietnamese Communist Infrastructure, There was a
significant increase in the number of combined operstions with ARVN/PF/RF
units in the expanding effort to improve their combat efficiency.

The enemy attempted to launch the second highpoint of the Fall Cam-
paign on 5 and 6 September with small, ineffective attacks by firas, The
only exception to this pattern was an intense assault against Patrol Bagse
Ritigers.in the 3rd Brigade area. At the same time, the Division gener-
zt:g.s several actions on and around Nui Ba Den mountain and in the Boi Loi

cods,

In the 1st Brigads area during tha first week of September, Tay Nich
Bage Camp received rocket” attacks on 5 and 6 September, resultirg in one
Division soldier wounded, Patrol Base Bragg (XTB).BSBOS, FSB Crook (XT055-
595)s PB Rock Crusher (XT27056l) and FSB St, Barbara (XT272683), all wers
targete for enemy stand-off attacks during this period,

The first engagoment with the enemy on the mountain came ac 1320 hours
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on 3 September when tankers from Headquarters Compeny, 2nd Battalion, 3hth
Armor, sighted a group of enemy evading towsrds a cave entrance on the
southern slope (XT273565), Auvtomatic wsapons fire and direct fire from the
main guns caught the enemy in the open, killing 18 of ithem. At 152l hours
the same day, elements of the 2nd Battalion; 34th Armor at Patrol Base Rock
Crusher again spotted enemy scldiers in this same arec (XT270564) and killed
three of them with LOmm "Duster® fire, Another sighting (XT289565) at 1600
houras resulted in six mors enemy killed as the armor unit sngaged the enemy
soldiers with lj,2" mortars and 90mm tank guns,

The enemy paid hesvily for indiscriminate mortar aitacks againsi the
Division's superior mechanized and armored forces eperating around the
mountain on 5 September, At 0630, 0850 and 1500 hours, aun enemy 60mm mor-
tar engaged Patrol Base Rock Crusher from a point east of the base, wound-
ing three U,S, scldiers, The 2-34 Armor returned fire with artillery fol-
lowing the first incident; with undetermined results., The ssacond sheliing
was answered with helicopter fire teams, riot control agent (CS), and an
air strike with a confirmed body count of one NVA KIA, Kaving moved the
wortar position further east; the enemy was met with accurate artillery
fire after his third shelling, A sweep of the enemy location produced 17
enemy killed, five AK-47 rifles and: the 60mm mortar,

As Company C, hth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infaniry, approached
the mountain frem ths southwest at 0509 hours; 5 September, on a reconnais-
sance mission, the enemy dropped in ten 82wm mortar rounds which caused no
casualties or damage, Company C turned its tracks to the west in the di-
rection of the enemy's mortar position and, at 0945 hours, engaged an esti-
mated enemy company (XT292563). Company C bombarded the enemy with the
full range of the Division’s firepower, calling in a drop of riot control
agent (0S); mortar and artillery fires, and an air strike, Thirty of the
enemy were killed, Enemy small axms firs killed one Division solidier.

In the Boi Loi Woods on lj September, elements of Company 4, 2nd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, three tanks from the 2nd Battalion,
3hth Armor, and = company sized force from the 12th ARVN Airborne Battalion,
conducted a reconnaissance of an area (IT519348) which was scarred by bomb
craters and densely vegetated., As the lead tank toppled a large tree in
its path; the driver of the tank was killed by an RPG round fired frum an
enemy position no more than 20 meters away, Unable to maneuver through the
heavily cratered area; the column pulled back and requested helicopter gun-
ships, riot contrsl agent (CS), artillery and air strikes, Fifteen enemy
were killed while ths friendly forces suffered another ten Americans and
one ARVN soldier wounded, With darkness rapidly approaching, the allied
forces deployed and established a night offensive position (XTL91356), At
0345 hours (5 September), the position received a heavy volume of small
arne, RPG and .51 caliber heavy machine gun £ire, Organic weapons and ar-
tillery wers used to engage the enemy RPG positions and, at first light; a
swoep of the area produced eight enemy KIA, three AK-)7 rifles and some RPG
ammunition, Two Americans were killed and six wounded,
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On 7 September, CTomp C (2-22 Mech), on a reconnaissance mission in
the Boi Loi Woods (XTS5083L49), made contact with an estimated reinforced en-
eny platoon, The initial burst of enemy RPG and small arms fire wounded six
Division soldiers and heavily damaged an armored personnel carrier. Company
C engaged the enemy with a heavy volume of small arms and automatic wespons
fire and then pulled back as artillery was placed on the enemy position,
Iwenty-six enemy soldiers were killed,

Enemy activity remained at a moderate level during the first wesk of
September in the 2nd Brigade area with a slight increase from L4-6 Septem-
ber in the form of stand-off attacks agalnst U.S, bases in the "Citadel",
Sources indicated that Sub-Region 1 units were still plagued with shorte
ages of supplies and replacements, with no relief tc be expscted in the
near future, Having lost the ability to launch full-scale military opera-
tions, Sub-Region 1 was now confronted with the rapid advances being made
in the area of pacification; and struggled to recoup its deteriorated in-
fluence in such traditional Viet Cong strongholds as Cu Chi District. Sub-
Ragion 1 directives tended to reflect this reorientation, stressing security,
propagandizing the people against the GVN, reorganization of components and
the elimination and screening of GVN sympathizere and personnel.

In the 2nd Brigade arsa, attacks by fire were received by the Cambined
Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry (XT530193),
PB Dees (XT554227), PB Lorence (XT551218) and FSB Pershing (XT518256),

On 1 September, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 1Lth Infantry, on a combat
assault four kilometers southeast of Trung Lap (XT632200), captured all seven
members of an enemy squad hiding in a bunker, The prisoners, from the 268th
Regiment, stated that they were waiting to receive sapper training,

Tn the Ho Bo Woods northeast of Trung Lap (XT626237) on 7 September,
Company D, 2nd Battalion, llith Infantry, sweeping an enemy tunnel camplex,
located 11 enemy who had been killed by artillery fires,

The 3rd Brigade was the scene of hard fighting centering around Patrol
Base Rittgers (XI357147), manned by the 2nd Batialion, 27th Infantry, where
the Divizion had twice encountered stiff enemy resistance, Ths base sat
astride the An Ninh infiltration corridor, The action was the only major
engagement of the week in this area as the remainder of Sub-Region 2 forces,
operating in platoon and squad sized elements, managed to avoid a confronta-
tion with Division forces.

The S2; 3rd Brigade; had received intelligence which indicated that the
bage would receive a ground probe in the first few days of September, The
PPS-5 radar gave ths first warnings of an impending attack at 0010 hours on
5 September when a group of 15 enemy were detected northeast of the base.

At 0223 hours, the base began receiving intense small 2:ms firs and incoming
mortar and RPG rounds, Baitery A, 2-=77 Arty, immediately began firing pre-
planned "Killer Junior® arcund the psrimeter., At 0230 hours; the sappers
made their firat charge and were able to penetrats the outer wire obstacles
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without tripping any of the flares, The 2-77 Arty Executive Officer called
for additional artillery support and directed it upon the onrushing enemy,
Helicopter gunships and an AC-119 alrcraft soon arrived on statlon.

G G s o dern b w2 o D s ANy ot

The main thrust of the attack came from the east-southeast towards the
base. The "Killer Junior" fire repulosed the enemy elament approaching from
the southeast but the ensmy regrouped and joined the force on the east. Dur-
ing the attack, two of the base's gun pite took direct hits; one frem a mor-
tar round and the other from a satchel charge, Despite damage to a2 105mm &ar-
tillery piece and wounds recaslived by the gun crews, the artillery in the base
continued to fire while the additional supporting fires were being adjusted
on the eatimated reinforced enemy company. When the enemy withdrew, he left
behind 17 bodies, a wounded prisoner, five RPG launchers, four AK-47 rifles,
an Y¥VA radio, 111 hand grenades and 31 RPG rounds, The enemy harassed the
patrol base with sporadic shelling the next day and night, Companies C and
D (2-27 Inf) located four enemy KIA on 6 September along with an AK-}47 rifle
1.5 kilometers west of PB Rittgers (XT343143). At 1900 hours, an enemy 8ol-
dier rallied at the base and surrendered his AK-§7 rifle.

* Two ralliers received on 10 September stated that 150 men from the 269
[ Battalion had assaulted the base but only 50 were not killed or woundasd.

3 The prisoner captured after the battle had also stated he was a member of
the 269 Battalion,

Activity in the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division's area of operations
was relatively light during the week, Main and local force units persevered

, in their efforts to disrupt pacificaticn throughout Sub-Region 3. Their
prinary activities consisted of attacks by fire and the movement of troops
and supplies,

On 1 September, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, inserted by
air on a combat assault three kilometers east-northeast of Tan Tru (XS6963),
made contact with three enemy at 1300 hours, killing two and capturing a
prisoner-of-war. Continuing in this area until 1915 hours, Company D killed
six more enemy and lost one man wounded to small amms fire. The ecnemy force
was identified as an element of the Klj Battalion, 1lst NVA Regiment,

RRSE T eC A ataidans s

With the widespread reversion to guerrilla and sapper tactics; snd the
corresponding rragmentation of enemy main force units, the Division initiated
programs designed to upgrade the maneuver battalion's intelligence capabilities,
The concept of this program was to ennhle the battalion to gain a capability
of generating and reacting immediately to locally acquired intelligence in
order 1 successfully engage small enemy units. This program included a one-
day tralning period to familiarize the Battalion S-2 in effective combst in-
telligencae, proper resources management and specialized collection; the dis-
semination of a handbook on wie subject; an intelligence contact team to as-
sist commanders on request; t¢ identify wesknecses and provide on the spot
recommendations, and to analyzs available statistical information gained from
all intelligence gathering activities; and providing the Battalion S2 with a
roster of personnel within his unit who had previous intelligence training or
experience,
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The events of the second week of September centered arcund the death
of Ho Chi Minh and the subsequent three-day cease fire on 8-11 September.
Enamy activity during the cease fire was restricted to minor, scattered
incidents, The lull in enemy action during this period, however; was vire
tually unprecedented, £ slight increase in activity, resembling & "minor"
highpoint, was noted in the latter portion of the week just after the cease
fire and seemed to be gensrated more by the death of Ho Chi Minh rather
than the result of prior planning, The effects of this action upon the
timing of the proposed 23 September highpoint were not determined but any
coordinated enemy-initiated attacks seemed unlikely until that date due to
the resources which the enemy had expended.

. From 11 to 1l September, the enemy renewed attacks by fire against the
Division bases north of Tay Ninh City, No casualties or damage resulted
from these attacks, most of which failed to reach their targets, Tay Ninh
Base Camp received rockets on 11 and 1)} September; FSB St, Barbara (XT272-
683) om 11, 12 and 13 September and PB Rock Crusher and FSB Washington (XT146-
568) on 11 September.

The tempo of activity in the vicinity of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT2858)
contimued at a steady rate as the Lth Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd Infantry's
campaign to eliminate enemy elements there produced another suries of suc-
cessful engagements, The largest of these bat.les began at 0950 hours on
11 September in an area heavily forested with banana groves at the south-
eastern foot of the mountain (XT299569) where the 423 Mech had previously
decimated large enemy units, Company A engaged an estimated enemy battalion
who returned fire with small amms, autamatic weapons, 60mm and 82mm mortars,
Elements of the 7th ARVE Airborne Battalion and Company A fixed the enemy in
place while 2669 rounds of artillery from six batteries were directed into
the enemy's position. A tactical drop of riot control agent (cs), air strikes,
five helicopler fire teams and direct fire from an 8 inch howitzer also sup-
ported the ground elements, Smcke was employed as a screening device for
fire and maneuver, A sweep of the area when enemy resistance was eliminated
produced 47 NVA killed, one NVA prisonsr and #wo AK-)7 rifles, Two U.S.
soldiers were killed and five Americans and four ARVN soldiers were wounded,

The following day at 11L2 hours, Company A again made contact in this
location (XT300566) and asccounted for five NVA who were killed by artillery
£ires, On 13 September; Company A combined with the 7th ARVN Airborne Bat-
tslion on a reconnaissance into this area (XT28956l) and, at 1030 hours, en-
gaged 3<5 well entrenched enemy with organic weapons, riot control agent (CS),
helicopter fire teams, artillery and air strikes, resulting in four enemy
killed, A shzrp engagement followed at 1335 hours, The enepy returned a
heavy volume of small ams; automatic weapons and RPG fire gnd 20 60mm mortar
rounds, Helicopter fire teams znd artillery again supplemented the unit's
organic assets and eight enemy were killed, There were no Division cas=
uslties in elther contact.,

In the Boi Loi Woods on 12 September, Divieion elements located two wsa=-
pon caches, The first was uncovered by Troop C, 3rd Squadron; hth Cavalry,
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Troop C was led to the site by a Hoi Chanh (XT513309). The cache consisted
of one light machine gun, one Browning Automatic Rifle, four AK-L7 rifles,
one M-l rifle, six RFG rounds and six hand grenades, Company B, 2nd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 22nd Infantry, on a ground reconnaissance with the 309th
Regional Force Company, found the second and larger cache (XT502357) at 1650
hours, Company B evacuated 53 SKS rifles, 1l AK-L7 rifles, two carbines,
threa RPD 1ight machine guns, two Soviet-made machine gufis, ons 12,7 caliber
machine gun, one 82mm mortar and one 75mm racoilieas »'f~ sight,

Enemy activity was virtually non-existent in the 2nd Brigade arca early
in the week but a series of small contacts was gained as the week progreesed,
the majority of which were friendly initiated, There were a number of minor
engagements around Division bases in the Trang Bang-Cu Chi areas, Scurces
indicated that Sub-Region 1 units were curtailing their movement due to the
critical shortage of food reported previously, and would most likely remain
in relatively secure arsas,

A gherp increase in body count was generated from radar initiated contacts
in the "Citadel® and Ho Bo Woods due to the improved capabilities of the Divi-
sion's radar operators who had received technical assistance and iraining in
the previous reporting quarter, and continued emphasis on the imaginative use
of radar, Secondly, with extensive land clearing operations, severance of
communications-lisison chamnels and the acute shortage of food and equipment,
the enemy was forced to movs more frequently during the hours of darkmess,

On 10 September, C D, 2nd Battalion, lith Infantry, working in
the Ho Bo Woods (XT628223;9 destroyed 59 RPG rounds and evacuated three SXS
rifles, The location of the cache was provided by a Hoi Chanh,

Company &, 2nd Battalion, 1hith Infantry, conducting local patrols and a
ground recennaissancs oh 11 September in tha vicinity of Fire Support Base
Pershing (XT555288), located 23 NVA who had been killed by artillery firss
initiated by seismic sensor activationsa,

On 12 September, gunships from Troop D, 3rd Squadron, Lth Cavalry, amd
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, covering operations of the 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry, and the 2nd Battalion, lLth Infantry, on reconnaissancc missions
in the "Citadel® region, killed a total of 35 enemy in 18 separate contauts,
The enemy soldievs, wearing blue, gresn and brown uniforms, were attempting to
evade observation and avoid contact. This area, with a center mass of XTS423,
is a known caordination point for VC/NVA forces and the populace is infiltrated
with members of the Vietnamese Communist Infrastructure, The first contact
was made at 0720 hours with the largest of the firefights resulting in eight
enemy killed. There were no U,S, casualties in any of the contacts. No rea-
son has yet baen determined for this widespread daylight movement ¢f the enemy
who also lost 11 AK=47 rifles in the fighting.

On 13 September; Company C, lst Battalion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry, with
the 167th Regional Force Coupany seven kilometers west of Cu Chi (XTSL61L3),
engaged 10 enemy at 0910 hours with small arms and automatic weapons, killing
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g8ix NVA, capturing two prisoners-of-war and receiving one Hoi Chanh, That
night, Company C. in a night offensive position (XT6681L5), received a ground
probs by two enemy hurling hand grenades; killing two Division soldiers and a
Popular Force soldier, One of the NVA soldiers was killed with small amms fire,

At 2300 hours on 1l; September, Cu Chi Base Camp (XT6515) engaged two en-
eny outside the perimeter with a Night Hawk helicopter firing a minigun, re-
sulting in two RVA KIA,

The 3rd Brigade experienced a low rate ¢f enemy activity from 8.1l Sep-
tember, Most ¢f the enemy action in Sub-Region 2 took place around Patrol
Base Rittgers (XT351l) which was the target of un attack by fire on 11 Sep-
tember as enemy elements in the area persisted in their attempts to open the
An Ninh corridor. There were indications that Sub-Region 2 was diverting its
resources to accomplish this goal., On 10 September at 0015 hours; a night of-
fensive position established by Company B, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry, four
kilometers northwest of the base (XT3L41136), detected an estimated 20 enemy
with radar and engaged them with helicopter fire teams, an AC-l7 flareship,

1 four artillery batteries, mortars and an AC-119 gunship which accounted for
five NVA KIA, At 1500 hours that day, Gompany B received two Hoi Chanh and,
at 2235 hours, a combat patrol from Company B, captured a prisoner-of-war,
The prisoner, who claimed to be a member of the 269 Battalion, stated that
this unit was to conduct a coordinated attack against Patrol Base Rittgers
along with unidentified anti-aircraft, recoilless rifle and sapper :ompanies,
This information was borne out by radar surveillance around the base that
night which conformed to the attack plan the prisoner had outlined, The
attack was effectively preempted by radar directed artillery,

i

eiitical action and haragsment were the main forms of enemy activity
duri.g the second week of September in the 3rd Brigade, 9tb Inf Div, area
of ¢perations, with the Bo Bo Capal being used frequently as a Sub-Region 3

supply route, No contact was made with Sub-Region 6 forces.

On 12 September, the Raider Platoon, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), L7th
Infantry, conducting a combat assauvlt in an area of heavy radar activity five
kilomsters northwest of Binh Phuoc (%3579568), located 22 NVA from the K6 Bate
3 talion, 1lst NVA Regiment, who had been killed by small arms and artillery fire,

At 1615 hours on 1l September, Team #21, Company E, 75th Infantry (Ran-
ger), five kilometers south of Tan An (¥5529592), killed four enemy with small
3 arms and autamatic weapons, destroyed two hand grenades and evacuated a quar-
ter pound of documents,

On 12 September, a program was initiated by the Division for the 10th
Cavalry Regiment (ARVN) involving combined trzining with the 3rd Squadron,
lith Cavalry. The combined operations consisted of an ARVN troop working
with a 3< Cav troop in a variety of missions to expose the ARVN's to all
the operations that the U,S, cavalry troop performs, OConcurrent training
i was also given in special areas, i.e,, medical and communications, The troops
: of the 10th Cavalry Regiment (ARVN) were also given two operations to perform
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on their own with U.,S. advisory personnel accompanying them,

Cn 15 September, Major General Ellis W, Williamson, who had commanded
the 25th Infantry Division during ons of its most successful periods in the
Vieinam confllct; completed his tour of duty, and Major General Harris W,
Hollis, former commander of the 9th Infantry Division, assumed command of
the Division,

From 15 to 21 September, the major actions in the Division area orig-
inated as a result of US/GVN interference with enemy resupply and troop move-
ment and fram exploitation of intelligance information, Overt enemy activity
remained at a low level with the exception of the emplacement of mines and
booby traps, primarily in the "Citadel" region (XT5025). The booby traps were
constructed from recovered US/GVN dud ordnance and caused an increase over the
previous week in the number of wounded personnel; but the majority of them were
detected and destroyed., Documents captured by the lst Infantry Division east
of the Ho Bo Woods {XT658265) revealed that a large number of mines and booby
trape were manufactured in villages in Trang Bang and Ben Cat Districts, Some
mines were plantsd in probable allied landirg zones, The usa of a large num-
ber of mines and booby traps in Sub-Region 1 was indicative of the enemy’a in-
tentions to revert to small units and guerrilla tactics in order to prevent
heavy casualties while maintaining a presence,

Companies C and D, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry, patrolling along the Cam-
bodian Border on 21 September, sngaged in the only significant action in the
1st Brigads area during the week., OCompany C conducted an Eagle Float operation
with the U,S, Navy along the Vam Co Dong River, and made contact at 1125 hours
near Ap Long Phu Hamlet 20 kilometers northwest of Tay Ninh Base Camp (WI979-
585) with an estimated 10 enemy., Company C exchanged small arms and automatic
weapons fire with the enemy and employsd helicopter gunships and artillery in
support, killing eight NVA scldiers and destroying a sampan, Twoe Division sol-
diers were wounded, Company D was airlifted with a Civilian Irregular Defense
Group (CIDG) element to an area 15 kilometers southwest of Tay Ninh (XTO70401)
where they engaged an estimated enemy platoon with organic weapons, helicopter
gumships and artillery, The enemy returned fire with small arms, autanatic
weapons and mortars, but Company D suffered no casualties, Six of the enemy
vere killed,

The 2nd Brigade had several contacts in enemy base camps in the "Citadel"
and Ho Bo Woods, On 15 September, gunships from the 116th Assaulv Helicopter
Company conducted a visual reconnaissance of a deserted hamlet 3.5 kilometers
northeast of Trung Lap (XT597227), which was suspected of being heavily in-
fested wlth members of the Vietnamese Communist Infrastructure, and NVA sol-
diers, The ares around this "hamlet" was seeded with booby traps, Informs-
tion indicated that the hamlet was used as a center for food procuring ac-
tivitles, Ae the gunships proceded to carry out their mission, they received
small arms fire from the vicinity of the suspected enemy locatirn and engaged
an estimated reinforced enemy platoon with organic weapons, air strikes and
artillery, Elements of the 2nd Battalion, 1hth Infantry, swept the contact
site and discovered 38 NVA bodies, 12 A.Kefﬂ rifles, 20 bunkers and 17 huts
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destroyed, and evacuated two K5 pistole and some docuvments,

At 1000 hours that day, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, air-
1lifted inté an area eight kilometers north of Trung Lap in the Ho Bo Woods
(Xrs5h295) for a reccmaissance operation, evacuated 5300 pounds of rice.

On 16 Septembsr, a platoon frem Company %, 2nd Battalion, l4th Infan-
try, and a platoon fram the 3 Company, 2-L49th ARVN Regiment, departed their
night offensive position in the Ho Bo Wocds to perforu a reconnaissance mis-
: sion towards the northwest. Fresh trail activity was encountered and at 1208
1 hours enemy bunkers and a food cachewers discovered (XT612245), At 1250 hours,
7 8till proceding to the northwest, the allied element received automatic weapons,

amall arms8 and RPG fire from an estimated enemy platoon., After firing the in-

1 itial volley, the enemy withdrew to the north and were engaged by a Company
2 A machine gun position., Helicopter fire teams were requested and Company A
f and the 2-49th ARVN's moved to establish a circular defensive perimeter, Ar-
: tillery and air strikes were soon delivered to destroy thé enemy in placs.
A sweep of the area (XT609247) was then undertaken snd met with po resistance.
Thirty-six bodies and 15 AK=l7 rifles were located,

S e g S

On 19 September; a contact was developed with elements of the 1lst Quyet
Thang Battalion only three kilometers northwest of Cu Chi Base Camp (XT6116),
Gunships from the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, supporting the 2-12 Inf,
were returning from the Boi Loi Woods to Cu Chi Base Camp to refuel when they
received small arms fire fram an estimated two enemy platoons, On an immed-
iate reconnaigsance of the area, several NVA soldiers were spotted, attempio
ing to disperse to avoid contact, The gunships engaged these individuzls
with autmmatic weapons fire, again receiving small arms fire from the grouund.
The zunship pilots began noticing several cther groups of enemy and cailed
for supporting fires. The gunships were soon Joined in the air by the Ex-
ecutive Officer of the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), Sth Infantry, and the S3,
1st Battalion, 8th Artillery, who began directing artillery fires from_their
light obserwation helicopters. Fire Support Bases Devin, Patton and Persh-
ing poured 735 rounds in the Lattle area during the engagement and two tace
tical air strikes by the USAF were also employed,

RAMEL MCE L A AR 4

While the enemy was being hit with bembs 7 -d artillery, Coapanies A ard
B, and the Scout Platoon, 1lst Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, the 132nd
Regional Force Campany, and elements of the 2-12 Inf were deployed to the con-
tact site, One company (1-5 Mech) established a blocking position to the west
while andther blocking position was established to the south, Company 4 and
the 13204 Regional Force Company were positioned t- the east,

A3 the offensive fires were lifted, ‘ompany A and the RF element began
a sweop of the area, The only resistance met these forces was two NVA
soldlers who were hiding in spider holes, The two soldiers refused to sur-
render; and grenades were dropped into the spider holes, killing them., An
AX-47 rifle and an RPG-2 launcher wers evacuated from the spider holes,

! The swsep was completed at 1815 hours. The enemy lost a total of 23 of
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their soldiers killed, 12 AK-47 rifles, the RPG-2 launcher and a light machine
gun,

In addition, two priscners-of-war were captured within 700 meters of each
other. One of the prisoners claimed to be from the 1at Quyet Thang Battalien
ard stated his platoon was in the area walting for orders, The second pris-
oner was an 1B8-year-0ld recruit who had been in South Vietnem for only a few
days. He was to be a replacement with the 3rd Battalion, 268th NVA Regiment,
Immediate field interrogation was made possibls by the presence of the Cu Chi
District Chief who had joined the task force (1-5 Mech) as it had passed
through Cu Chi Sub-Sector.

Due to the swift reaction to the contact; the accurate placement of sup-
porting fires and the concentration of friendly forces around the area, the
enemy was defeated without a single allied casualty,

While these battles were taking place, Company A and Company B, 2nd Bat-
talion, 12th Infantry, were conducting operations near the Boi Lol Woods in
an area known as "The Thumb" {XT553L)., The targeted area was developed over
a period of two weeks by the 2nd Brigade from interrogation of PW's, document
read-oute and visual reconnaissance, The 2-12 Inf operations on 18 and 19
September earned the battalion, and supporting gunships and artillery, an en-
emy body count of 19 KIA in several scattered actions without any friendly
casualties,

At 2350 hours on 1§ September, Patrol Base Dees (XT554227) engaged an
estimated 10-12 enemy detected by rader (XTS547217) with a mortar and artile
lery, resulting in four NVA KIA, FSB Patton (XT582195) detected 3-l' enemy
with radar surveillence at 2110 hours on 20 September and killed two of them
with artillery (X7623309), PB Hunsley (XT583275) killed three enemy with
artillery at 001y hours on 21 September (XT583275), At 1905 hours that night,
Patrol Base Lorence (XTS17218), manned by Company B, 2nd Battalion, 12th In-
fentry, killed two enemy with small arms and autoamatic weapons,

Company A, “nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, ccmbet assaulted to an area six
kilometers northwest of Trung Lap (XT5323) on 21 September to exploit another
target developed from intelligence information., The specific area of the op-
eration was belleved to be occupied by the C4 Company, Trang Bang Local Force
Battelion; with a strength of 30 men, conducting reconnaissance and sapper
training, Camght by surprise with the swift insertion of Company 4, the en-
emy soldiers attempted to run or hide.rather than fight. At 1047 hours, Com-
pany A killed two enemy with small arms fire and, at 1230 hours, gunships from
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, engaged five enemy with automatic wes-
pons, killing another. Thse ground trocps moved to a bushy area nearby where
the gunships had spotted the five enemy and conducted a three hour detailed
séarch, As a result of the zearch; Company A killed an addltional six enenmy,
captured six priscners and evacuated or destroyed seven AK=47 rifles and two
pistols, One of the prisoners stated that when the U.S. troops arrived in
the ares, ths Cl Company Commander and Executlive Officer had dropped their
weapons and fled, The CO's pistol and company guidon were captured along
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witk what appeared to be most of the compsny’s records, including the company
roster, There wers no Division casualties,

At 2045 hours on the night of 21 September, a cambat patrol established
by Company 4, 2nd Battalion, 1lhth Infantry, outside of an ARVN "hardspott
(X7619217), occupied by one U.S, Company and a company of the 2-49th ARVN
Regiment on & rotating basis, engaged a 10-12 man enemy patrol with organ-
ic weapons; helicopter fire teamms, a Night Hawk helicopter, an AC-119 gun-
ship and artillery, resulting in four NVA KIA, The enemy returned mortar
fire but there were no friendly casualties., It was believed that the eneny
patrol was ca & rice procuring mission, This “hardspot!, however, has im-
peded enemy movement in the area and it is possible that the enemy was on a
mission to harays the outpost,

The 3rd Brigade had no major encounters with the enemy from 15-21 Sep-
tember, Main force units of Sub-Hegion 2 operated on the east side of the
Vam Co Dong River in the "Sugar M111" area, A large portion of these main
force units, however, remained in their Cambodian sanctuaries,

On 18 September, the 2nd Battalion, 77th Artillery, aerial observer,
operating from the Dus Hue CIDG Camp engaged 15 ensmy with artillery two kilo-
neters from a portion of the Cambodian Border known as the "Parrot's Beak™
(¥r313050), The CIDG's swept the contact site and found seven enemy killed
and located an AK-L7 rifle and three claymore mines.

There was & ssries of small engagements throughout Long An Province in-
itiated by the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division,

On 15 Septamber, Team #21, Company E, 75th Infantry (Ranger) made con-
tact five kilometers southsrest of Tan An (XS529592) in an operation with the
U,S, Navy, Four of the enemy were idlled, At 1115 hours, the 190th Assault
Helicopter Company gunned down four more enemy four kilometers east of Rach
Kien {XS783693), while covering the 5-60 Inf on a reconnaissance operation.
At 2000 hours, Team #1k, Company B, 75th Infantry (Ranger), working along the
Bo Bo Cansl eight kilometers northwest of Thu Thua (XSL499783), killed six en-
any with erganic weapons and artillery, destroyed one sampan and evacusted
two AK-l7 rifles and scme documents, Alsc at 2000 hours, a night combat pae
trol establishad by Ccmpany C, 5th Battal.on, 60th Infantry, five kilameters
southeast of Ben Luc (%8635715), engaged 10-12 enamy with organic weapons and
artillery, killing 10 NVA, evacuating two AK=47 rifles, one RPG light machine
gun and same docwments and destroying seven RPG rounds,

On 16 September, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, on a "Bush-
nmaster® operation with the 1-50th ARVN Regiment five kilometers southwest of
Tan Tru (XS614590), initiated a firefight with an estimated ensmy platoon with
helicopter fire teams in support., The 1-50ta ARVN's killed nine of the enemy,
captured five priscners-of-war and evacuated four AK-l7 1ifles, an RPG launch-
er and & 60mm mortar, Company C killed seven of the enemy and captured two
AK=}7 rifles and a K54 pilstol, Thres ARVN soldiers were wounded by enemy Small
arms fire, Interrogation of the PWw's indicated that they were members of the
3rd Battalion; lst NVA Regiment,
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At 1050 hours six kiiamebers northwest of Tan Tru (X8623666), the 240th
Assault Heliicopter Comrany kiiled six enemy with automatic weapons fire,
Coaxpany B, 2nd Battalion; 60th Infantry, insertad five kilometers southwest
of Tan Tru (¥5635512) at 1455 hours, met with sharp resistance from six en-
eny. Two Americans were killed and two wounded by automatic weapons fire,
Coppuny C eliminated all six of the enemy with small arms fire,

Also on 16 September, Company B, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 47th In-
fantry, on a "Jitterbug" operation four kilometers east of My Tho {XSS74571)
killed a total of nine enemy in three contacts in a lLO-minmute period,

The most significant contact of the week in Lonz An Pruvince developed
on 17 September when Companiss A and B, S5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, en«
goeged 3040 enemy at 0729 hours while on a ground reconnaissance five kilo-
meters southeast of Ben Luc (XS665735). Helicopter fire teams and artillery
reinforced the ground fighting and a swesp of the area resulted in 22 NVA KIA
and four priscnera-of-war, The prisonsra ideatified ths Kl Battalion, lst
NVA Regiment and included the Battalion's Assistaht Political Officer and the
1st Sergeant of the rear service section,

On 18 September, Ccmpany C; 2nd Battalion, 60th Infsntry, on a reconnaiss
sance mission six kilumeters southeast of Bean Luc (XS647710), located 12 NVA
who had been killed by artillery fires.

During the final week of September, there were some signs to indicate that
the s.omy wes repositioning his elements north of Tay Ninh., A rallier and a
CIDG contact at Thlen Nhon raised the possibility of a return of the 272nd
Regiment, 9th VC/NVA Division, from cperations in Binh Long Province for re-
newed attacks on targets in Tay Ninh Frovince. In addition, previous reports
had suggested & possible reswbordinetion of the 101D Regiment to the Jth VG/
NVA Division, The fighting around Thien Nhon (XT082818§ was attributed to
the 101L Regiment, The testiwony of the rallier and the CIDG contact, taken
into aceount with other information, snggested that the 9th VC/NVA Division,
now consisting of ths 88th, 272nd and 101D Rsgimen%s, was being targeted a-
gainst Tay Minh Provinse for a future action period,

In the ist Brigadd area, Tay Ninh Base Camp received four i22mm rockets
on 22 September, No casuslties oy damage resulted from the attack, Noxth
of Tay Ninh on 23 Septembsr, Hsadquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor,
on a reconnaiseance opsration with the 547th Reglonal Force Company, engaged
an estimated enemy squad om the northeast side of Mui Bs Den mountain (XT290-
590), In sddition to the smzll agms and automatic weapons fire deliversd by
the tank crews, helicopter firs Zeams, "Flame Bath®™, riot control agent {CS),
and air strikes ware employed %o destroy the enemy in place., Elevep enemy
wory killed and seven AK-I7 riflss destroyed, On 29 September at 2103 hours,
Patrol Base Buclmer (XTL132668) sngaged 20 enemy who had been detested by ra-
dsr with mortars and artillery, resulting in seven NVA KIA,

Radsr surveillsnes was wsed in znother rols in the Renegade Woods eight
kilometers noxthwsst of Go Dau Ha (XT308280) where Company A, 4th Battalion,
9th Infantry, hed & mission of interdicting enemy east-west movement. The
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company established a base area and four night combat patrols but had no con-
tact on the first night., The Company Commander decided that the helicopter
air 1ifts and movement of the 8lmm mortar and AN/PBS-l4 radar warned the enemy
of Company A's location., He decided tc shift his positions further east with
all movement by foot., On 25 September, the Company Commander gathered Com-
pany A in an assembly area northeast of the original base for resupply and
orders., Two squads were left as stay behind ambushes., A company base was
then established in the new area, manned by a rifle platoon, the command group,
an 81mm mortar and a radar operator (AN/PPS<4)}, Four night combat patrols
were established, At 2045 hours, personnel at the company base detected an
ostimated 60 enemy moving 100 meters southwsst of the position. This movement
was engaged with small arms and 8imm mortar fire. The enemy returned fire
with AK-47 rifles,

Ten winutes later, the radar operator detected grnups of 5-6 enemy per-
sonnel each at 500 meters south, southwest and southeast of the base, The
mortser section leader was located with the radar cperator with a plotting -
board and converted each radar plot to a grid, This informetion was passed
to the forward observer for engagement with artillery, Several targets were
engaged, and as the disorganitsd enemy fled, they met with the combat patrols,
A Night Hawk helicopter, also in pursuit of the confused enemy, strafed sev-
sral targets, A sweep of the target area at dawn uncoversd 15 enemy killed
and a wounded prisoner of war,

At 1155 hours on 29 September, Company C, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry,
waiting to be extracted after a raconnaissance in the Straight Edge Woods
(XT1u3322)9 observed a five-man reconnaissance element moving into an open
area, Fire was held and soon afterward 25 more enemy followed, The enemy
was engaged with organic weapons, helicopter fire teams, an Air Force For-
ward Alr Contriilap, "Flame Bath® and artillery, The enemy returned fire
with small arms and an RPG launcher as they withdrew, Six enemy bodies were
located along with tiv AK-47 rifles, an RPG launcher, four RPG rounds and two
hand grenudua,

During i wsak, thers were several instances along the Cambodian Border
of U,Sy alrcraft monitoring beeps on their FM radios, posing the possibility
that they were being tracked by enemy radar,

The 2nd Brigade area was an axception to the predominance of 1light enemy
activity, Rear service elements and enemy local force units, especially the
Trang Bang Local Force Battalion, moved critically needed supplies to mein
force units who remained in base areas,. Movement around the 2nd Brigade®’s
fire support and patrol bases was moderately heavy, A further indication of
Sub-Region 1°s predilection for sapper tactics was given by the commanding
officer of the C-10 Local Forse Company who was captured near Phu Hoa Dong
(XT714206) on 16 September, The prisoner revealed that local force person-
nel were also receiving training in sapper techniques against bridges and in-
fantry. This was the first evidence that this training was being conducted
at the local force level,

There were numerous groups of onsmy detected by radar surveillance and
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night combat patrols during the week near PB Hunsley (XT596270) in the Ho
Bo Woods, ranging from estimated groups of 2-3 psrsonnel to groups of 40-
60 personnel, The base engaged these targets with mortars and artillery,
resulting in 26 enemy killed, At 0156 hours on 26 September, a night com-
bat patrol from Company B, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, detected several
enemy through a night observatior device, The enemy movement was also de-
tected by the radar operator at the base who estimated an enemy force of
40-60 perscnnel. The enemy was engaged with mortars and artillery, result-
ing in 18 enemy KIA,

Several other bases, also utilizing radar, successfully engaged targets
during the week, ¥EB Devin (XT549175) accounted for 28 enemy known dead;
FSB Patton (XT582195) killed 10 enemy; PB Dees (XT554227) killed five en-
emy on 22 September and PB Lorence (XT5i7218) killed three enemy on 27 Sep-
tember,

Division snipers presented yet another obstacle in the path of this
increased enemy movement. The most significant of such contacts oceurred
along Highway 1 in actions by snipers from the ist Battalion (Mechanized),
Sth Infantry, At 2115 hours on 22 September, the 1-5 Mech Snipers, pos-
itioned five kilometers northwest of Gn Chi {XT585158), killed two enemy
with M-14 rifle fire, and, at 23i0 hours, still in the same location, the
snipers shot four more enemy soldiers, On 23 September, seven kilometers
northwest of Cu Chi (XT578161), the 1-5 Mech Snipers engaged 25 enemy with
their accurized M-14's, an M-60 machine gun, a Night Hawk helicopter, heli-
copter fire teams and artillery, reosulting in five enemy killed.

On 23 September, a command and control helicopter (2-il4 Inf), flying
over a small contact in the Ho Bo Woods (XT633261), engaged 10 enemy at
1845 hours with artillery, The artillery set off 22 secondary explosions
and destroyed four bunkers, Nine enemy bodies were located,

A night offensive position established in the Ho Bo Woods (XT656262)
by Company C, ist Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, and the 10th ARVN
Cavalry Regiment on the night of 23 September received an attack from an
unkrown number of enemy at 0150 hours on 24 September, The enemy fired
small arms, automatlc weapons, RPG's and mortars at the position, wound-
ing two Division soldiers. The main thrust of the attask was directed at
the portion of the perimeter guardsd by the 10th ARVN Cavalry Regiment.
While the ARVN soldiers engaged the enemy with organic weapons, supporting
fires were employed. A. search of the area produced 10 enemy KIA, four
AE-447 rifles evacuated and 10 hand grenades and three BEG rounds destroyed.
The kills and enemy equipment were credited to the 10tn ARVN Caw,

That night (24 September), a night combat patrol from Company A, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, departed EB Dees to a position 4.5 kilometers
northeast of Trung Lapr%iTSHOZZB), The movement of the combat patrol was
monitored by an AN/PPS=5 radar operated from PB Dees. After a position
had been established, the patrol spoited 10 enemy through a “Starlight
Scope™ and killed thres enemy with automatic weapons. Having compromised
their position, they proeseded to return to the base, till directed by
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the radar. The radar detected north-scuth movement in their viecinity, and
the patrol stopped, waited and then engaged four enemy who had been trail-
ing them, Two more enemy were killed, The radar operator then guided the
patrol back to PB Dees,

Another combat patrol was making contact at about the same time three
kilometers northeast of Trung Lap (XT618216). The patrol, set out by Com-
pany U, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry, was near the site of a contact made
on 21 September close to a 2-49 ARVN Regiment "hardspot", The patrol en-
gaged 25 enemy with helicopter fire teams, an AC-47 flareship, and artil-
lery, killing 17 eneny.

On 26 September, a helicopter gunship flying to the front of a ground
reconnairsancs by elements of Companies A and B, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infan-
try, six .lometers west of Ben Suc in the lower Boi Loi Woods (XT515335)
spotted several enemy on the ground and opened fire on them, The estimated
reinforced enemy platoon in well-fortified positions then returned fire
with small arms and RPG®s, killing one American and wounding four others,
Companies A and B then callea for the "full package®; including helicopter
fire teams, drops of riot control agent (CS), "Flame Bath®, air strikes and
artillery., Thirty of the enemy were killed and 10 AK-47 rifles destroyed,

On 27 September, Company A, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry,
and the 132nd Regional Forcs Company euployed a Combat Tracker dog team to
pursue an enemy force which had been engaged by the Combined Reconnaissance
Intslligence Platoon at 0510 hours, The allied elements caught the enemy
at 1040 hours three kilometers west of Cu Chi (XT590124), engaging them with
a helicopter fire team, small arms snd automatic weapons, Nine of the enemy
wore killad and five AK=U47 rifles were destroyed.

A command and control helicopter from the 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry,

gunned down five enemy in the open six kilometers north of Trung Lap (XT581-
270) at 0235 hours on 28 September near Patrol Base Hunsley.

The 3rd Brigade again experienced minor activity during the week with
the enemy avoiding contact by remaining in his Cambodian sanctuary.

The 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, engaged in rumerous small con-
tacts throughout Long An Frovince with all enemy units being ldentified,
The major contact of the week ocdurrsd on 26 September three kilometers
northwest of Can Duoc (XS746639). Company A, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infan-
try, on a "Jittertug" operation, made contact at 1545 hours with an esti-
mated reinforced enemy platoon, Twenty-six esnemy were killed in the fire-
fight and an A¥-47 rifle, an M-16 rifle and a Browning Automatic Bifle were
evacuated, Enemy small arms fire wounded two U.S, psrsonnel,

As the month of September ended, it was expected that the enemy would
continue to. replenish his supplies, reposition his forces and plan for an
offensive action sometime in late October, In the 3rd Brigade, 9th Inf Div,
area of operations, there were indications that the enemy would attempt io
glve the impression of a major, sctive presence.
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The 25th Infantry Division and the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division,
killed 1412 of the enemy during September, accounted for 379 individual wea-
pong, 31 crew served weapons and 12 tons of rice (captured or destroyed).

The Chieu Hoi Program in the TAOR received 639 Hoi Chanh, an increase over
the previous month, with a sharp rise in Hau Nghia Province, Division sol-
diers destroyed 942 booby traps and mines whiles detonatiag 83, resulting in
three U,S, soldiers killed and 136 wounded. In the arva of pacification, the
Division conducted 2546 brosdcast and 4069 leaflet missions and treated
59,393 patients, Combined opsrations increased to a total of 1684,

As October began, the Division searched out the enemy in a series of
small unit actions with the intention of preempting his efforts to rearm and
reorganite for the Winter-Spring Campaign and to destroy the remmants of main
and local force uniis which had been dealt serious defeats earlier in 1969,
Unlike the staging period prior to the Summer Offensive when enemy documents
ard information culied from prisoners, ralllers and agents forewarned the
Division of the snemy's intentions, little was known at this point of what
strategy the enemy might employ or which targets he had selected for attack,
The opening of the Winter-Spring Offensive, however, was not considered im-
minent during the month of October, In this regard, rallior Tran Minh Dao,

a former high-ranking officer of Sub-Region 1, in further debriefing, main-
tained that the VC/KVA would take into consideration the demonstraiions
planned by U,S, groups opposed tuv the Vietnam conflict, He also estimated
that North Vietnamese political objectives centering on the Paris Peace Talks
would be supported by military action,

From 1-7 Gctober, the enemy initiated a haressment campaign comprised
of sm&ll shelling incidents and acts of terrorism, During the week, the
Division destroyed 96 mines and booby iraps while detonating 25 which wounded
35 soldiers,

In Tay Ninh Province, the 1st Brigade encountered very little ground ac-
tion while rsceiving several attacks by fire, Main forces continued to remain
close to the Cambodian Border and north of Tay Ninh City,

On 2 October, three 122mn rockets impacted on the tunkerline at Tay Ninh
Base Camp (XTi551), killing one soldier and wounding another from the 1st Air
Cavalry Division, FSB St, Barbara (XT272683) received 15 rounds of S2mm mor-
tar fire on 3 October but all the rounds impacted outside the perimeter. On
5 October, a single 122mm rocket wounded two Division soldlers at Tay Ninh
Base Camp. The heaviest shelling of the week at Tay Ninh Base Camp came on
6 October when the base received 20 60mm mortar rounds throughout the day.
The most damaging attack came at 0205 hours when a UHiH helicopter was des-
troyed, two UH1H helicopters were heavily damaged and three UH1H helicopters
received minor damage,

The only significant ground activity in the ist Brigade area ocaurred
at the southern base of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT268564) in the early morn-
ing hours of 6 October, The Scout Platoon, 4th Battalion (Mechanized), 23rd
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Infantry, engaged an unknown sized enemy {orce with small arms, automatic
weapons, helicopter fire teams and artillery, resulting in 17 KVA killed,
Not far from this contact at 0915 hours, the Scout Platoon ergaged an es-
timated 20 enemy in the dunse banana groves at the foot of the mountain and
accounted for two more snemy bodies,

On 2 October, the 984th Lend Clearing Company, 62nd Enginser Battalion
(Tand Clearing), began operations in the Boi Loi Woods to deny the enemy
use of the cover provided by the denss vegetation and to facilitate ease of
maneuver for Division units operating there. As previously noted, the Boi
Loi Woods have long been a base of operations for Sub-Region 1 forces and a
storage area for enspy food supplies end materiel. The 2nd Battalion (Mech-
snized), 22nd Infantry, was giveh the mission of providing security for this
sffort which was scheduled for completion by 27 October 1969,

Sub-Region i forces in the 2rd Brigade area shellsd most of the U.S,
installations in the “Citadsl™ during the week but the previcusly heavy
movement around the Division’s bases decreased, The attacks by firs were
belleved to have bwen an exhibition staged by ths enemy to show that he
st111 had the potential to carry out attacks within the sub-region. Most
of the attacks failed to hit their ¢avrgets. Ons attack against FSB Patton
(X17582195) on i October resulted in two U,5, wounded and amother on 7 Oc-
tober against FSB Pershing (X7518256) left nine Division personmel WIA,

No major actions were initiated by the 2nd Brigadse’s small unit recon-
nalssancs forces but dstorminad purseit of imtelligence targets and exploit-
ation of sontasts continued ths pressure cn the enemy’sz refitting activities,

On 2 Ontobeyr, Compsnies A, B, G, D and the Combined Raconnaissancs In-
telligence Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, executed a daring raid of
a targeted bullding complex in Cau Xe (XT5330) and Bau Cum (XT5528) Hamlets
in the nozthern poriien of ths "Citadel®™, A rallier to the 2-49 ARVN Regi-
wont im late Septsmber had provided the intslligence which led to the opsra-
tion., The rallisr had etated that a group of about 50 Viet Cong operated
around thess hamlots. Several of them were high-ranking Sub-Region 1 cadre.
In addition, many psrsoanel of the Rear Service Element of Sub-Region 1 of-
ten spent the night thers, The targeted hootches were verified from aerisl
photographs and by & prironsy from ¢he rallier®s unit. An artillery prepar-
ation and helicopter gunship firsz precedsd the assault., Using 2 cemstery
for a yoleass point after their approach mersh &nd a Night Hawk helicopter
o identify ths targets with a Zsnom searchlight, the ground slements stormed
the objectives and engaged several enemy as they attempted to sscaps. Caught
by surprise, the enemy returnad only sporadic and ineffoctive fire, The
only serious friendly casualty resuited from fragments of an exploding RPG
round., An extensive, detajled search was undexrtaken snd the friendly ele-
monts losalad 10 anewy killed and captured seven prisonsps-of-war, two of
which wers rom the Ci5 Local Forces Company and another from the 268th BVA
Regiment, .

Exploitation of anothar intelligence target on & Octobsr led to the
capture of an Assistant Chisf of Staff, Sub-Region 1, in the northern "Cita-
del® ihras kilomstewrs ozst of the Cau Xe action (XT549279)., The information
was divulged by a dutaines being processed by the 2nd Brigade. He claimed
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he lmew the location of a Viet Cong tax collector and his two assistants, and
would lead a unit to the site. The target was a hedgerow with a hut in the
center and several bunkers on the perimeter. Ths operation was exscnted by a
L-ship 1ift of 3% personnel from the Aerorifle Platoon, Troop D, 3rd Squadron,
Lth Cavalry, who surrounded the hedgerow whare the enemy personnel were alleg-
edly living., The ground elemsnts swept through the ~“jective and caught Ma-
Jor Phan as he was attempting to escape from a bunker, Another enemy soldier,
possibly the major°s body guard, was flushed out of hiding with small arms
fire. In addition, the operation netted several maps and other papers. Dur-
ing interrogation, Phan, who later rallied, revealed that his speclal duties
wore the administration of Rear Service activities within the sub-region.

He also described the organization of Sub-Region 1, its operations, identi-
fied some of its key personnel smnd located its headquarters.

On 5 CGetober, the 2nd Brigads sonducted a series of heliborne operations
in the "Citadel® which rosulted in numsrous small contacts throughout the day.
The 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, was egain the principal unit involved. Gun-
ships from the 116th Assaunlt Helicopter Company and Troop D, 3rd Squadron,
bth Cavalry, provided close air cever and gunned down several enemy flushed
out of hiding by the infantrymen. When the day ended, 45 enemy soldiers had
been killed and nine prisoners-of-war captured, Two Hoi Chanh rallled to the
reconnaissance patrolz, The infantrymen also evacuated or destroyed a total
of 13 AK-47 rifles, 100 pounds of fresh fish, 1900 pounds of rice, 600 pounds
of salt, 30 pounds of medical supplies, 25 pounds of clothing and three pis-
tO].So

That night at 2030 hours, a night combat patrol established by Company
D, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, 1.5 kilometers mnortheast of Cau Xe (XT531-
283), engaged an estimated 20 enemy with small arms, automatic weapons and
helicopter gunships, resulting in 15 enemy killed,

In the 3rd Brigade area, there were no significant engagements during
the wepk but there was considerable movement and several ralliers testified
that they had guided enemy parsomnel, primarily from the 2642 Battalion, in-
%o the "Sugar Mi11” area {(XT4605)., A series of mines was discovered north
of the "Sugar Mi1i® (XTU42i2 to XT44i3), The mines appeared to have been
planted to act as a southern screen for movement through the An Ninh infil-
tration corridor,

The 3rd Brigads, $th Infantry Division, encountered very little enemy
resistance in saturation reconnaissence efforts during the week, A pris-
orsr captured on 2 October northwest of Can Gioue (XS797%4) from the 265 Bat-
talion revealed that his wnit was to move to the "battlefield" south of Sai-
gon and that it would attack Saigon during the Winter-Spring Offensive.

On 4 October, an Airborne Personnel Dstsctor mission was flown just
north of the "Pineapple" five kilometers southeast of Duc Hoa (X5619922) -
to survey an area where a preplanned troop insertion was targeted, An A"
reading was recorded in the vicinity of XS608920, Trecops from Company 4,
sth Battslion, 60th Infantry, received ground fire as they landed to exploit
the Alrborne Persomnel Detector readings. Gunships from Troop B, 3rd Squad-
ron, 17th Air Cavalry, and the 190th Assault Helicopter Company reacted and
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killed 10 NVA, A wounded prisoner-of-war was captured by Company A as they
swept the contact site,

Company B, 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 47th Infantry, on a ground recon-
naissance with National Police on 5 October five kilometers north of Binh
Phuoc (X5601587), engaged an estimated ten enemy with small arms at 2150 hours,
resulting in four enemy killed. The following night, Company B established
& night combat patrol in this same ares (25599585) and at 2215 hours killed
five enemy with small arms and automatic weapons.

Tn the second week of October, the Division continued to force its way
into enemy supply channels, Small unit enemy initiated incidents increased
by one third over the previous week but none of the enemy attacks proved to
be significant. On the night of 11-12 October, heavy wovement was monitored
by radar surveillance in the "Citadsl® east of ths "Angel®s Wing® and south-
east and southwest of the "Sugar Mill®, Overall, however, the tempo of en-
omy activity comtinued to desline.

Mining incidents increased slightly during the week. On 12 October,
FSB Devin (XT549175) ongsged three suspectad- booby trapped areas with mor-
tars, resulting in 22 sscondary explosions (XT552195°XT555188°XT558187>o
Division soldiers destroyed a total of 126 mines and booby traps and deton-
ated 33 which killed one Division soldier and wounded 33 o hers,

The Diwision’s convoy to Dan Tieng received its first attack since the
Winter-Spring Offensive of 1968-196% but the feeble attempt reflected the
enemy’s greatl~ dstericrated capabilitiss. On 12 Odtobsr six kilomsters
southwest of Dau Tieng {XT430450), the convoy received scattered swmall arms
end automatic weapons fire and seven 82mm mortar rounds. The enemy was en-
gaged with organic weapens, helicopter fire teams and an Air Force Forward
Air Controller, with undetermined results, There were no casualties or
damage.

Tn the 1st Brigade area, both Tay Ninh Base Camp and FSB St, Barbara
(XT278678) weroa the targets of inaccurate shelling during the week,

On 11 Ostober, an slemsnt of Company &, 2nd Battaliomn, 3Hth Armor, se-
curing a repair crew from Company B, 65th Engineer Battalion on T4 one kilo-
meter northsast of Nui Ba Den (XT28461%), received RPG fire from an unknown
number of enemy at 1440 hours, Two Americans were killed and three woundsd .
Company A reacted to the enemy fire with small arms and automatic weapons and
received support from nelicopter gunships, “Flame Bath" and artillery. Four
enemy bodies were lscated.

] At 0940 hours vn 13 Octobsr, Company A, 4-2) Mech, discovered a cave on

o the east side of Nui Ba Den (X7297577) which concealed a cashe of #900 small
arms rounds, an 82mm mortar base plate w/bipod, 13 RPG rounds, 12 RPG becosters,
] 50 pounds of rice and small amounts of other munitlons. Documents found in

3 the cave contained overlays of the signal installation on Xui Ba Den, Regional
3 and Popular Forcs ontposts in the are. and Tay Ninh City. The documents sup-

i ported other indications that enemy forces in Tay Ninh Province were engaging
in reconnaissance activities in that ares.
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In the Bol iol Woods, land clearing operations met with several enemy
mines and attacks against night offensive positions. In one incident on 14
October, the 984th Land Clearing Company received RPG fire from an unknown
number of enemy at 1420 hours which wounded thres enginsers (XT514304). Com-
pany C, znd Battalion (Mechanized), 22nd Infentry, providing security for
the operation, returned fire with undetermined results. At 1510 hours, Com-
pany C engaged four enemy with autematic weapons and rockets fired by an
Air Force Forward Alr Controller, resulting in four NVA KIA,

In the 2nd Brigade area, Major Phan, an assistant chief of staff, Sub-
Region 1, in further debriefing, revealed that Sub-Region 1 received 600
replacements in the summer of 1969, Preceding these replacements, COSVN
sent a message to Sub-Raglon i stating that the replacements were the last
that COSVN would supply and that further replacements would have tn be rae-
cruited locally.

Purther evidence of the eftuctiveness of Division operaticns and the
deterioration of Sub--Region 1 was provided by Major Phan and documents cap-
tured by the 2nd Bsttalion, 12th Infantry in early October. Major Phan com-
mented on the varying degrees of ¢issension between VC and NVA personnel
both among officeis and enlisted men, The documents revealed that subordin-
ate battalions were submitting false after action reports and pointed out a
number of weaknesses, including a lack of determination, poor leadership,
lack of discipline during attacks and withdrawals, ineffective raid tactics
and inadequate combat support., Emphasis was also placed on the fallure of
the Regimental leaders to commit their units in US/GVN controlled areas and
to conduct sweep operations, In addition, the documents mentioned disagree-
ments between infantry and artillery units, Cadre and personnel at lower
levels wers charged with ignoring their assigned fire missions, The docu-
ments suggested that thess personnel, especially VC elements in southern
Cu Chi District, might defect,

At 0100 hours on 12 October, z night combat patrol from Company D,
2nd Battalion, i2th Infantr¥o established in the ®Citadel™ six kllometers
west of Trung Lap (XT527208), killed four enemy with small arms and auto-
matic weapons, At 1630 hours that day, an Air Force Forward Air Control-
ler engaged an unknown number of enemy in the Boi Loi Woods with air strikes
resulting in 19 NVA xilled (XT528339),

South of the Boi Loi Woods, Troops B and €, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry,
exerted considerable pressure on the enemy during the week, The enemy re-
acted with an attask on Troop B's night offensive position on the night of
9-10 October, At 0410 hours on 9 Ocstober, Troop B had received RPG fire
which wounded three cawairyuan (XT502305). That night at 2020 hours, a com-
bat patrol engaged eight enemy with urdetermined results (XT518318), Then,
at 2340 hours, Troop B killed two enemy ootaide their position with fire from
automatic weapons and the main guns on their "Sheridans", At 0120 hours,
another firefight ensued with Troop B engaging the enemy with organic weapons,
main gan fire, an AC-U7 flareshlp, helicopter fire teams and an air strike,
During the engagement, the snemy fired a 120mm mortar at Troop B's position,
One American was killed and another wounded, The following day, a Hoi Chanh
who had surrendered to the 2-49 ARVN Regiment led them to & complete 120mm
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mortar, possibly the weapon fired against Troop B,

Troop C located 3 large ammunition cache in the same genersl area
(XT514307) on 12 October, The cache contained 153 cases (44,450 rounds) of
AK-47 rifle ammnition, Aa ensmy scldier was killed not far from the cache
at 1500 hours (XT513304). S%ill apparently attempting to relieve the pres-
sura, the enemy mined Highway 6A, the 3-4 Cav’s only routs into the Boi Loi
Woods, on 14 October., In the early afternoon, Troop B destroyed five mines
(XT522?) and later in the day destroyed 10 more mines in a 200-meter stretch
of the highway (XT5430), At 1320 hours, Troop C surrounded a tunnel complox
(XT508298§ in this general ares and ~aptured nine ensmy soldiers who were
recovering from wounds, Sevsn of the priscners identifisd all three battal-
ions of the 268th Regimsnt and two wers Yocal guerillas, Troop C also found
a cache at the sits which contained 90 82mm wortar rounds, 105 rifle grenades,
seven RPG rounds, i4 75mm recoilless rifle rounds, a cooking stove and some
medical supplies,

The 3rd Brigads generally met with 1ight resistance during the week but
the 267 Battalion made amother futile attempt to harass PB Kotre (previously
Patrol Base Rittgers) (X1357147), mamned by elements of Company D, 2nd Bat-
talion, 27%h Infantry and "Killer Junior® teams from Battery A, 2nd Battal-
ion, 77th Artillery, hoping to facilitate imfiltration from the "Angel’s
Wing® of Cambodia through the An Ninh corridor to Sub-Regionm L, Early warn-
ing of the impending attack was developed following an engagement by a night
combat patrol positioned by Company B (2-27 Inf) three kilometsrs northwest
of the base (XT331ih1i} on 12 Oztobar, The radar at Company B°s night posi-
tion began wmonitering movemesnt not far from the patrol’s location. The ar-
tillery forwaxd obszerver at the bass notified the patrol of the ensuy’s
presence and decided to “umlk” the enamy soldisrs inte the patrol by engag-
ing them with extillewy,

The plan was suscessful and drove the ensmy directly into an M-60 ma-
chine gun position. When the snemy ran to within five meters at 2225 hours,
the patrol bogan fiving and dropped four enemy soldiers. One prisoner, fa-
tally wourded, was svacuated by & Night Hawk heliespter to Cu Chi Base Camp
and, during interrogation, revealed that he was to transpcrt munitions to a
hamlet near Patrol Base Kotrs for an attack, 4ir asssts were immediately
dizpatshed to support ths base but as they arrived at 0100 hours on 13 Oc-
tober, the Lass reseived s heavy volume of »mall arms and automatic weapons
fire, five RPG rounds, 25 B82mm mortar rounds and three 122mm rockets, Fire
was roturned with organjc weapons, halicopter gunships, artillery, an AC-47
flaraship and a Night Hawk helicoptew.

A swssp at fiprst light produced seven ensmy bodiss, a wounded prisoner-
of-war and & 8mall quantity of abandoned manitions, The prisoner evacuated

from the first contact and the prisoner captured near the base both identified
the 267 Battalion, The second prisoner was the exscutive officer of the bat-
talion. There were no Division casualties,

Tho 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, also experisnced generally light

R st S M L C

ke + SR RN IS e L

4 O

39
CONFIDENTIAL



[L4e

DTS

v

COMFIDEMNTIAL

activity from 8-14 Octcber, with no Sub-Region 3 or Sub-Ragion 6 units being
identified in contact, Harassment of the pacification program and political
actions continued to be the prominent feature of enemy activity in Long An
Province.

On 11 October, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry, operating aleng
a canal two kilometers northwest of Tan Tru (XS506643), killed three enemy
soldiers at 1015 hours and destroyed a sampan, 17 rifle grenades, 25 blasting
caps, 50 small arms rounds and six RPG boosters.

At 2045 hours that ‘svening 4,5 kilometers northwest of Bsn Luc on the
Vam Co Dong River (XS590789), the Raider Platoon, 5th Battalion, 60th Infan-
try, ongaged an unknown number of enemy with helicopter gunships, killing
nine HVA,

In the Boi Loi Woods and “The Thurb" during the third week of October,
the enemy attempted to disrupt ths ist and 2nd Brigade®s invasion of his
traditional rear areas but his efforts cost him 81 KIA; two prisoners and
a Hol Chanh.

In "The Thumb® at 0010 hours on 15 October, a Troop €; 3rd Squadron,
hth Cavalry, night combat patrol engaged 12 enemy who had fired RPG rounds
into Troop C's night offansive position (X7529308). The enemy crossed ths
patrol’s kiliing zone (IT517316§ and three of them were killed with clay-
more mines, At 1302 hours northeast of "The Thumb® (XT543347), an airborne
personnel detector mission located an enemy base camp and 3 visual reconnais-
sance verifisd the readings. Artillery and air strikes were placed on the
fortifications and Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry, found 25 enemy bodies
in & search of the destroyed bunker complaex.

1st Brigade units operating with land clearing efforts in the southern
Boi Lol Woods on the night of 16 October receivsd RPG and mortar fire while
soveral night sombat patrols made contact nearby. In one action, (XT495320),
Company A, 4<9 Inf, engaged an estimated 30 enemy at 2145 hours with small
arms, automatic weapons, a Night Hawk helicopter and artillery, resulting in
nine wnemy killed, Two prisoners were captured on i7 October, one outside
Company A% (4=9 Inf) nigh offensive position where three NVA had been

lad in an attack that night (XT495320) and one by engineers from the §84th
ﬁand Clearing Company {XT509352), Both prisorers were members of the 268th
egiment,

The next night, 17-18 Ostober, a combat patrol from Company A, 4th Bat-

talion, 9tk Infantry, made contact twice, A% 1934 hours, Company A accounted
tor £ix ensmy killed and at 0610 hours called i1 mortur and artillery on 10

enemy killing four NVA (XT492317),

At 1840 hours o» 21 October, Company B, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry,
engaged 15 enemy with helicopter fire teams, an AC-47 flareship and artil-
lor, nd located 12 NVA KiA }()xmmzu)o
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In an action on the northeastern base of Nui Ba Den mountain (XT297-
596) on 21 October, Company A, 2nd Battalion, 34th Armor, with the 160th
Regional Force Company, engaged an enemy force with firs from their mein
gung, a helicopter fire team and organic weapons at 2045 hours, resulting
in 15 NVA KIA,

In the 2nd Brigade area on 16 October, a visual recorinaissance of an
area north of the Ho Bo Woods (XT625294), where an airborne personnel de-
tector recorded Class "A" readings, sighted six enemy in fighting positions
and at the entrance of spider holes., The enemy soldiers were engaged with
organic weapons and artillery., Company D, 2nd Battalion, i4th Infantry,
was inserted at 0950 hours and located seven enemy killed (XT625294), Af-
ter a day-long search, Company D killed five more enemy at 1745 hours with
small arms and evacuated four AK-47 rifles.

On 17 October, the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, covering several

2nd Brigade ground actions in tha "Citadel™ (XT5025), killed a total of 14
NVA,

In a night raid on 20 October in the upper "Citadel™ eight kilometers
northwest of Trung Lap, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 12th Infantry, with ele-
ments of the 8th ARVN Reconnaissance Company, shot three enemy soldiers at
0137 hours with small arms (XT539282)., At 0255 hours, Company B killed 11
NVA with orgenic weapons and minigun and rocket fire from helicopter fire
teams, Two prisoners; one of them a nurse, were captured at 0500 hours
(XT523284), identifying the 268th Regiment. At 0645 hours, the 8th ARVN
Regonnaissance Company killed six more enemy and apprehended four detainees
(£1518290),

In the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division area, ascombat patrol es=-
tablished by Company 4, 2nd Battalion (Mschanized), 47th Infantry, along
Highway 21 eight kilometers northeast of Binh Phuoc (XS680562), engaged an
estimated reinforced enemy platoon at 2000 hours on 17 Uctober with organ-
1¢ weapons, an AC-119 gunship, helicopter gunships and artillery., Return-
ing te this area on 19 October, Company A located 12 enemy bodies.

Near a canal 8.5 kilometers northwest of Tan An (IS467687) at 0630
hours that day, Team fi4, Company E, 75th Infantry (Ranger), killed six
snemy with small arms and automatic weapons fire, Along the Vam Co Dong
River four kilometers northwest of Ben Suc (X5591788) at 2052 hours, the
Raider Platoon, 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, operating with the U.S, Navy,
engaged an estimated 10 enemy with organic weapons, helicopter fire teams

“arg artillery, killing all of them,

At 1745 hours on 21 October, the Raider Platoon and Company D, 5-60
Inf with the 179th Regional Force Company, made contact with an estimated
two enemy platoons three kilometers northwest of Can Duoc (XS742642) with
small arms, antomatic weapons, helicopter firs teams and an AC-1i9 gunship,
Heavy enemy small arms and automatic weapons firo killed one American sol-
dier, A sweep the following day produced 15 NVA KIA,
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As the moath dyew to = close, intslligence informatiom indicated that
the enemy planned a highpoint from mid-November to mid-December 196%, in-
cluding plans for the cslebraticm of Matimmsl Resistance Duy (19 Decsxber),
Birth of the MLESVN {20 Decezber) and Formation of the NVA (22 December).

A secret VC directive ceptured in the Boi Lol Woods also revesled that de-
sertion had beccme a serious problem for the 268th Regimant, The document
disclosed that evory subordingte unit of the regiment had recorded rumerous
desertions in ths recent past which not anly resulted in the loss of wes-
pons and equipment, but also affected the combat spirit of the eriire regi-
ment.,

In the last week of Qcteber, the Divisian developed several contacts
with disparsed answy alements, espacially in the 2nd Brigade and 3rd Bri-
gede, 9th Infantry Mvision, A0°s, Enemy casualiiss from 22-31 QOctcber
nonstituted 40% of the enemy’s lesses for Uctober,

Early in the week, action in the lst Brigade arsa northusci of Tay
Ninh and near Fsl Ba Den mountain accounted far 30 enemy killed, On the
marning of 22 Uotober at 0810 hours, Company B, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infan-
try, located four enemy badies at the southeastern base of Nui Ba Den
(XT295575), At 0850 hours 400 meters north of the bodies, Company B (3-22
Inf) killed five mave enemv with organic weapons and helicaopter gunship
fire. At 1620 hours, another contact was gained in this same area (XT290-
568) when Company D (3-22 Inf) engagad 20 enemy with small arms, automatic
weapans, & helicopter fire team, an Air Force fighter and artillery, kill-
ing soven NVA,

That nigh%, & cembat patrol from Cempany B, 4th Battalion, 9th Infan-
try, cpersting in the Boi Loi Woods (XT519343), engaged an estimated 20
enemy with gunships, artillexy and small arme, killing nine NVA, At O35
hours, another patrol from Company B killed seven more NVA southwest of the
initial contast (XTH88313),

The 2ad Bavtalion, Fith Armor at ¥3B Buall (XT225535) had centinued
1o exploit the eiwilian informetion gained through the Volunteer Informant
Frogrem {(VAP) with ccnsiderable success, T & nine-day period, civilians
showsd the 2-34 Armor the lecilion of 82 105mm rounds, 21 rounds of mortar
amaanition, 17 2.75 insh rocksts with 10 warheads and 23 rounds of aother
types af high explesive ordnance,

The heaviest fighting ef the week took place in the southern Boi Loi
and Ho Bo Woods and 3n the "Citadel® between the 2nd Brigade and elements

of Sub-Region 1,

At 1630 hours on 23 Oztober, Company G, 2rd Battalion, l4th Infantry,
conducting a ground reconnxissance northeast of the Ha Bo Woods (XT642-
301), killad ten NVA with emall arms, sutomatic weapons, helicopter gun-
ships and srtillery, Company C alse captured two prisoners from the 83rd
Rear Sarvice Group, four AK-47 rifles, a ¥54 pistel and five pounds of
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documents,

Helicopter ganships from the 116th Assault Helicopter Company inves-
tigating Class “A" readings detected by an Airborne Persannel Detector in
the northern Ho Bo Wodz on 24 Qctober (XT576304) spatted ihree enemy at
1240 hours. The enemy soldiers were engaged and an unknown number of en-
emy soldiers returned fire on the gunships., Five platcans wers air assault-
ed into the area %o engage the enemy force {two from 4/2-12 Inf, ane from
B/2-12 Inf, and two from A/z-14 Inf), Troop &, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry,
Was moving slong Highway 1 toward Cu Chi Base Camp Por a maintenance period
when the contact developed. One pIatoon from Troop € was ardered north
aYong HBighway 64 from Trang Bang t» join the comtact. The "whale package"
incTuding five tactical air strike» was called in to suppert the infantry-
men and by dark 47 enemy had been killed, The enemy fired small arms, su-
tomatic weapons snd RPG®s from well fortified locations and killed nine
Division soldisrs and wounded 12 others, Twelve AK-47 rifles and three
RPG launchers were evacwated, The friendly troops established a night of~
fonsive positiun on the battlefield Lut the enemy did net continue the
battls, A PW captured by Company A (2<12 Inf) during the fight identified
the 2nd Battalion, 268th Regiment.,

On 26 October at 0825 hours, elements of the 2nd Battalion, 14th In-
fantry with elemsnts of the 2-49 ARVN Regiment and gunships from the 116th
Aszault Helicopter Company engaged an unkncwn nwaber of enemy in the wes-
torn sestor of the Ho Be Woods (X7651283) with small arms, automatic wea-
pons, hslicopter gunships and air strikes resuliting in 16 NVA EiA, One
prizener-cf-war was csptured slong with an AK-47? rifle and an M-16, V.3,
losses were twa woanded, Interrogation of the prisoner identified the
g;B Transportation Conpany which supplied rice to elemsnts of the 268th

gimeniz.

Later that day a% 1110 hours, Company A, lst Batcslion {Mechanized),
5% dnfantry, with Company B, 65th Engineer Battalion and the 132nd Re-
glonal Fewse Company, on lind clearing operations, engaged an unknown num-
ber of enemy four kilomsters south of Trung Lap (XT580172) with erganic
weapons, idlling seven enemy soldiers and capturing seven others. Docu-
ments identified the CL5 Losal Porce Company and Cu Chi District Forces,

Ganships from the 116tk Assault Helicopier Company, working with ele-
ments of the 2nd Batialion, 12th Infantry, engaged and killed nine enemy
soddiors in six separate engagements in the northern "itadel™ (X15127)
batween 1202 hoirs and 1641 hoors on 30 Octaber,

Thers was only e significant contact in the 3rd Brigade area in the
last week of Ustober, Ib cane on 23 October when Company A, 2nd Battalion,
27th Imfantry, engaged an estimated 30 enemy 2.5 kilometers east af the
"Angel’s Wng® (XT332171) at 0910 hours whils on a reconnadssance., *Flame
Hath™, helicopter fire teams, 1491 rounds of artillery fire from four bat-
tories and nine wir strikes supported Company A’s small arms and autometic
weapons fire, The ememy lost 18 soldiers kille «~d Company A captured
a wounded priscner and two AK-47 rifles, One Division soldisr was killed.
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The 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division experienced several firefights
in the last wesk of Ucteber,

On 22 Gctober at 1030 hours, elements sf Company B, Sth Battalion,
60th Infantry, uncovered a cache 3,5 kilometers southwest af the “>ine-
apple” (XS494790), and evacuated 11% 82mm mortar rounds, 14 107mm rockets
and 13 rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle ammunition,

Fifteon enemy were killed afier being engaged by a night combat patrol
of Company B; 2nd Battalion (Mechanized), 47th Infantry at 2200 hours on
23 Qctober three kilometers southeast of Binh Phuoc (XS5395%1). The patrol
called for helicopter guonships and artillery to support their organic wea-
pons fire,

East of Ap Tan Thuan on the east bank of the Vam Co Dong River (XS7465),
Company D, Sth Battalion, 60th Infantry combat patrole accounted for a total
of eleven enemy killed on the night of 26-27 Qetober.

A prisoner captured by a combat patrol from Company B, 6th Battalion,
31st Infantry on 26 Uctober following a light contast which resulted in
two NVA killed revealed there was a sevars sinortage of msdical supplies in
Sub-Region 3 and many of the wounded had died as a result.

At 1425 hours on 29 October, Company D, 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry,
while conducting a "Jitterbuy™ operation southeast of Tan Thuan engaged an
unknown number of enemy (XS70'%613) with small srms, automatic weapons and
hellcopter gunships, resulting in 12 enemy killed and one priscner—of-war,
Thers were no U.S, casualiles, An M-1 carbine, one 4K-47 rifle and a 9mm
pistol were evasuated,

Eight NVA scldiers were killed as a result of a contact with the Rai-
der Platoon, 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry, on the evening of 31 October
in southerw Dinh Twong Provinse (XS643682), The Raiders evacuated an AK-
47 rifle and destroyed four hand grenades,

Daxing the last wesk of Gstober, Division troops destroyed 109 mines
and booby traps and detunated 26, resulting in 52 wounded and six U,S,
soldlers ¥illed, ropressnting an increase over the previous week, with 86
iscidents reported in the 2nd Brigade AQ, During the entire month, Divi-
afon soldiers had destroyed 317 booby traps and wines while detonating 78
whish k3Xlad nine soldiers and wounded 116,

On 26 Octobew, the Division’s sniper pragram excweded a 100 body count.,
In the final wsek of Ustobar) 24 enemy were killed as a result of the sni-
per program which soutinued to improve as a resuli of command emphasis,

During October, the 25th Mnfantry Division, end 3rd Brigade, 9th In-
fantry Division killed 1207 enemy soldiers, captured 114 prisoners-of-
war, and captured or destroyed-275 individual weapons, 19 crew served wea-
pons and 11,8% tons of rice, The Chieu Hol Program in the Division area
received 714 Hol €hanh, an increase over the previous month, In pacification
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efforts, the Division conducted 3948 broadcast and 8098 leaflet missions
and treated 65,135 patient#, Combined operations increased to a totsl of
1808,

The end of the reporting quarter (312400 October 1969) marked the
conclusiaon of Phase III of Qperation TQAN THANG and the beginning of Phase
Iv,

The quarter from 1 August to 31 October 1969 was a period of success
for the 25th Infantry Division and the 3rd Brigade, %th Infantry Divisian,
Through the aggressive emplayment of small unit tacties, imaginative use
of electrunic suxrveillance, snipers and cambat patrels and the swift pur-
snit of targets developsd from intelligence information, every enemy plan
was preempted and 3847 of his saldiers killed, Through coabined aeperatiams,
training and close coordinatian, South Vietnamese soldiers were assisted to
undertaks a larger role in the defsnse of their homeland, The pacification
program had contimued to expand and to strengthen the bonds bstween the
Vietnamese people ard their government, The failure of the enemy to launch
a significant coordinated offensive during the quarter attested to the suc-
cess of these pregrans,

The 1st Brigade had preempted all attempts to initiate wn offensive
on Tay Ninh City, worn down the enemy units around Bul 3a Den mountain and
gouth-southwest of the ¢ity, and invaded his rear areas in the Boi Lol
Wods, GFf particular significence during the periied in the lst Brigade
area was the naval patrol of the Vam Co Dang River. Navy forces opera-
ting from Ben Keo (XT233) and Go Dau Ha (XT382250) effectively restricted
enemy infiltraticn of men and supplies into Tay Ninh from Cambodia.

The 2nd Brigade (and 1st Brigade units operating in the Boi Loi Woods)
bad contributed greatly to the collapse and destruction of Sth-Begion 1 as
an effective military and paiitical force, Combat power af I'res Wbrld for-
ces increased significantly in the 2nd Brigade A0 dus t¢ the heavier con-
centration of forsces in a smzller ares of operations and insertion of the
449th ARVE Regiment at Trung Lap., The increased combat power within the 2nd
Brigade coupled with the increase in combined aperations limitsd ths en-
onv’s use of his traditienal base camp areas in the "Citadel"™ and Ho Bo
Woods. During ths psried, the VC/NVA were forced repeatedly to disperso
which rendered them incapable of conducting coordinated offensive operations,
The dispersion of main force units allowed the 2nd Brigade to intensify its
efforts against Cu Chi and Trang Bang District local force units and the
Viet Cong Fnfrastructure which resulted in the rapid deterioration of these
enemy forses, Additionslly, the 2nd Brigade became increasingly adept at
developing highly perishable intelligence information, evaluating it at a
1local lovel and reacting inmediately for maximuw exploitation,

The 3rd Brigade had restricted use by Sub-Region 2 of the infiltration
sorriders leading into their area of operatiens, blocked movement across
the Cambodian Bordar, and undermined the local force loglstic and communi-
cations structure whisch ths main force units who remained in Cambodla had
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planned to use as a base to launch attacks. An example of the 3rd Brigade's
small unit operations was the neutraliszation of the Hau Nghia City Company,
a local Viet Cong force, Quick reaction to intelligence and coordinated psy-
ciological operations directed at individual VC and VC elements completely
eliminated the unit ss a fighting force.

\

The small unit tactics of the 3xrd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division,
accounted for 1201 enemy KIA, effectively disrupted Sub-Begion 6's eftorts
to stage for attacks against Saigon in Long An Brovince and prevented Sub-
2egion 3 forces from reinforcing its local infrastructure. The 3/9 In?
also killed or captured many prominent Viet Cong personalities and further-
ed the pacification program in their area of operations, Sniper teams and
combat patrols and operations along canals and rivers prevented the enemy
from replacing bis losses, resupplying his soldiers and implementing his
political objectives,

Prisoner-of-war interrogation and the large number of Hoi Chanh since
mid-August clearly indicated the low morale of the enemy. This was due pri-
marily to the xelentless pursuit and destruction of enemy units, and enemy
inability to resupply his units or to evacuate waunded due to denial opera-
tions and population and resource control measures, The enemy had continued
to sustain heavy casualties, was driven from many of his "securs® areas and :
was critlcally short of food and supplies, Preemption through saturation
survelllance, reconnaissance and immediate reaction of massed fires had
dealt the Cormemunist insurgency in Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia and Long An Brovinces
ancther one-sided defeat,

B, (C) Personnel:

(1) During the months of August, September and October 1969, the
aggregate Iivision personnel strength averaged 17,811 of 17,626 authorized,
or 1%, Enlisted persounel strength for this perioed sveraged 16, 468 of
16,329 authorized, or 100,78, while officer persomnel for the period averaged
1,343 of 1,297 authorized, or 103.6%. A sudden drop of some 1574 enlisted
men (.'9008%5 was experienced in August as the result of USARV-directed accel-
erated DEROS programs to meot reduced strength ceilings, Personnel shortages
continue in Infantry Captains and Field Artillery Lisutenants, but the short-
age of Infantry Lieutenants was aileviated, There continued to be a shortage
of noncommissloned officers in the grades E-6 through E-9 in 11B, 11C, 12B, :
17B, 17K, 31G, 634, 63C, 76Z and B MOS, K

(2) During the pericd 1 August through 31 October 1969, the Divi- !
sion had 87 KIA®s (12 officers and 75 EM), and 1107 WIA's (85 officers and
1022 EM), excluding OPCON units, There were 18 nonbattle deaths, 27 nan- g
battle injuries, and no persormel missing in action. Qfficer gains for the
period numbered 482, whiIe administrative losses of officers totalled 443,
Enlisted gains were 4867, whils administrative losses of EM totalled 4641,

(3) Principal Command and Staffs The identification of prineipal
cormand and staff personnel of the 25th Infantry Division for the reporting 3
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period is as followss

Commanding General Major General Ellis W, Williamson
(1 Aug ~ 14 Sep)

Major General Harris W, Hoilis
(15 Sep ~ 31 Oct)

Assistent. Division Cormander (B) Brigadier General David S, Henderson

Assistant Division Commander (A) Brigadier General Edwin F, Black
(1 dug - 31 Aug)

Brigadier General Thomas J. Camp, Jr,
(1 Sep - 31 Oct)

Chief of Staff Colonel Robert L. Fair
(1 Aug ~ 12 Aug)

Colonel James M, Connell
(13 Aug - 31 Oct)

ACofS, Gl LTC Robert W, Hampton

ACofS, G2 LTC Edmind R, Thompson
(1 Aug - 1% Sep)

LTC Paul A, Brinkman
(15 Sep = 31 Oct)

ACofS, G3 LTC William J, Cunmiings
(1 Aug - 13 Oct)

LTC Robert A, Xurek
(A% Oct - 31 Oct)

ACofS, G4 LTC John D, Smith

4CofS, G35 LTC Robert B, Carmichael
(1 Aug - 26 Sep) :

1TIC John R, Randolph
(21 Qot - 31 Oct)

Commanding Officer, lst Brigade Colonel Charles W, Hayward
(1 Aug - 23 Aug)

Colonel John E, Tyler
{24 Aug - 31 Oct)

VT AN QAT CONE O RGN S

Commanding Officer, 2nd Brigade Colonel Homer S, Long, Jr.
(1 dug - 3 Oct)
b7
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Cormanding Officer,

Cormending Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding Officer,
Commanding 02%icsr,
Commanding Officer,

Cormanding Officer,

Cormanding Officer,

Cormanding Officer,

Commanding Officer,

Cormanding Officer,

Commard ing Officer,

CONFIDENTI A

2nd Brigade (cont)

3rd Brigade
DIVARTY
DISCOM

725th Maint Ba
25th S&T Bn
25th Med Bn
125th Sig Bn
65%h Engr Bn
2s5th Awn Bn

th Bn, 9th Inf

2nd Bn, 14th Inf

kth Bn (M), 23rd Int

1st Bn, 27th Inf
2nd Bn, 27th Inf

1st Bn (M), Sth Inf

L3

Colonel Bnnis C, Whitehead, Jr.
(4 Oct ~ 31 Oct)

Colonel William J, Maddox, Jr,
Colonel Daniel D, Stsdham
Colonsal John L, Kenmnedy, Jr.
LTC Maxie O, Redic, Jr.

LTC William R, Strong

L James 1§, Pill

LTC Bernard P. Matthey, Jr.
LTC Edward C, Gibson

LTC Rovert R, Gosney

LTC Jokn R, Rsalolph
(1 &g - 20 Oct)

LTC Forest S, Rittgers, Jr,
(21 Oct - 51 Oct)

LTC Constantins Blastos
{1 Aug ~ 11 Sep;

LTC Donald U, Crutechley
(12 Sep ~ 31 Oct)

LTC George E. Tayler
(1 Aug - 27 Sep)

LTC James E., Coggins
(28 Sep - 31 Oct)

ILTC Wiilliam L, Martin

LTC William B, Ebel
(1 Aug - 11 Aug)

LTC Richard D, Moore
(12 Aug - 31 Oct)

LTC Robert A, EKurek
(1 Aug - 9 Oct)

LTC Frederick €, Delisle
(10 Oct - 31 Oct)
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Commarding Officer, 2nd Bn, 12th Inf

Commanding Officer, 2nd Bn (M), 22nd Inf

Commanding Officer, 3rd Bn, 22nd Inf

Commanding Officer, 2nd Bn, 34th Armor

Commanding Officer, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav

Cormanding Officer, 1lst Bn, 8th Arty
Commanding Offiser, 7th Bn, 1lth Arty
Commanding Officer, 3rd Bn, 13th Arty
Cormanding Officer, 2nd Bn, 77th Arty
Adjutant General
Division Chaplain

Finance Officer

Information Officer

by
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LTC Jobn £, Mann
(1 Aug - 11 Aug)

LTC Burton J, Walrath, Jr.
(12 Aug - 31 Oct)

LIC John C, Eitel
(1 Aug - 10 Aug)

LTC Bruce F, Williams
(11 Aug - 31 Oct)

LTC Jefferson K, Rogers
(1 Aug - 6 Oct)

LTC Warren A, Jones
(7 Oct - 31 Oct)

LTC Tommie G, Smith

LTC Robert S. McGowan
(1 Aug - 3 Aug)

LTC Joseph R, Paluh
(4 Aug - 31 Oct)

LTC Charles A, Crowe
LTC Carl M, Mott, Jr.
LTC Joseph C, Butler
LTC Lewis W, Wright
LTC Edward L, Shirley

LTC Charles F., Powers
(1 Aug = 7 Sep)

LTC Gene M, Little
(8 Sep ~ 31 Oct)

LTC Milton A, Jones

MAJ John C, Fairban§
(1 Aug ~ 31 Aug

MEJ Warren J, Field
(1 Sep - 31 Oct)
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Inspector General
Staff Judge Advocate

Provost Marshal
Division Surgeon

COVFIDENT 1AL

LTC Bernard F. de Gil, Jr,
LTC Fred Bright, Jr.

LTC William E, Gregerson
LTC Robert L, Reid

(1 Aug - 12 Aug)

LTC Bruce F, LaFollette
(13 Aug - 31 Oct)

CPT Ray W, Bills
(1 Aug - 18 Aug)

Division Chemical Officer

MAJ James D, Knipp

(19 Aug - 31 Oct)

Headquarters Commandant MAJ Richard L, Gaffney
(1 Aug - 20 Oct)

MAJ Wilfred W, Hasstedt
(21 Oct - 31 Oct)

€. {C) Intelligence:
(1) (C) Siumary of enemy sctivity.

(a) During the first week of August, it became apparent that the
Summer Campaign had ended without the anticipated third highpoint, Sources
revealed that the planning and reconnaissance for the first autumn actien
period had hegun during the last two weeks in July, Preliminary data regard-
ing the autumn activity pointed to a continuation of the strategy which
smerged from the Sivmuser Campsdgre using zhort bursts of offensive action to
maintain pressure for political objectives, Binh Long Province was singled
out as the main pressure point for the first activity period of the fall,
with a secondary effort to be mounted in Tay Ninh Province, The enemy lanit-
ated the expected highpoint during the second week of the month (11-17 Au-
gust) prior to the anticipated date of 19 August by executing a coordinated
series of attacks by fire and ground actiens throughout South Vietnam, Allied
installations in Binh Long Province received the brunt of enemy ground action,
Activity in the 25th Infantry Division TAOL generally consisted of widespread
attacks by fire and several limited ground confrontations, with the exception
of heavy engagements between the ARVN Airborne and 88th NVA Regiment south-
wost of Tay Ninh City, Activity declined during the last two weeks of the
month and sources indicated that the enemy was devoting his efforts to pre-
paring his infrastructure and military forces for renewsd activity in Septem-
ber, The COSVN foress withdrew into secure bases in proximity to the Cambod-
iar border in Tay Ninh and Binh Long Provinces, while the sub-regions conduct-
ed political indoctrination, established further goais for the fall period of
actlvity, and attempted to improve the capability of their security and
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intelligence nets, Available intelligence at the end of the month indi~
cated that the second highpoint of the fall would likely occur during the
first week of September,

(b) During the first week of September, the enemy did attempt to
continue his Autumn Campaign with & series of incidents throughout the TAOL,
The enemy®s emphasis on economy of force prevented this action period from
becoming a significant highpoint, Following the death of Ho Chi Minh, a
three day NVA cesss fire was announced which brought all activity to a stand-
still for the period of 8-11 September, During this period; the first in-
dications of a potential shift in VC/NVA strategy surfaced, Meetings between
cadres from varxious units cccurred throughout the rest of the month and were
discussed by PW’s and outlined by captvred documents. While these sessions
were going cn, enermy offensive activity decreased and the movement of troops
and supplies increazed, This movement confirmed the hypothesis that tha en-
emy was entering a period of Yow activity to permit the implementation of
his new plans requiring the repositioning of troops; the reinforcement of
units and the conversion of many subregional units to sapper units. SR-1,
SR-2, and SR-3 units may all be involved in overall tactical conversion to
sapper and special action doctrine. The COSVN forces shifted to the west,
erding the month with five regiments in an arc from the Straight Edge Woods
to the Fish Hook, Mention of political statements and the greater emphasis
on small unit tactics, ccupled with the radical shifi of COSVN units, may
result in a less violent Winter/Spring Campaign than those experienced in
the past.

(¢) Enemy activity in October was negligible and most contacts
wore with rear service elements attempting to establish the logistical
buildep necessary for the Winter/Spring Campaign. The only significant
incident was the 18 October sapper attack on the RF outpost vic XS666628.
This was the first indication of the shift to special action/sapper doc-
trine in SR-3, The shift is indicative of the overall change in COUSVN pol-
icy and strengthens suspicions that large scale ground assaults will no
longer represent the main thrust of COSVN offensive efforts. Activity in-
itiated by the VC/RVA dropped to an almost negligible level by the third
week of October and almost ceased the last week, COSVN forces wers with-
drawn and thought to be engaged in an extensive reorganizational phase,
woving and resuberdineting regiments, and possibly centering COSVN’s threat
in IIT Corps along the northern houndmry; oZ Ty Nink Provinge.

(2) () During the guarter, the Source-Liaisen/VCI Tesm of the CI
section initiated or participated in 14 combat opsrations through targets
develsped utilizing Hoi Chanhs and Kit Carson Scouts. 4s & result of these
operations 41 Viet Cong and Forth Vietnamess soldiers were killed an action
and & prisonsrs were captured, of which five were VCI ranging from hamlet
to province level, - One raid resulted in the capture of an NVA Major, the
Assistant Chief of Staff of Sub-Region 1, Nine individual and ons crew-
served weapons were captured or destroyed and 19 pounds of medical supplies
wore confiscated. The team employed a new method of insuring the most ef-
fective timing of its raid operations. An agent in the target area 1s given
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a small vasily hidden transmitter. When tho targeted individuals have
gathered in the area the agent turns on the transmitter. Use cf this tech-
nique initiated & raid which was executed 30 minutes after the signal was

received at Cu Chi Base Camp, Thronghout this period, notable operations
were:

Cau Xs (perations 1 October 1969
The Muoi That Operation 26 September 1969
268 Regimental Supply Route 14 October 1969
Can Xe II Operation 22 October 1969
Duc Hoa Operation 27 October 1969

(3) (C) The Interrogationm, Prisoner of War Section, 25th i pro-
cessed 693 detainess during the quarter, This included 142 VCG/VC/NVA PW's,
é VCI-PW, 51 Rasturnees, 140 VCSCD, 107 Civil Defendants, and 252 Innocent

ivilians,

(a) Debriefing of a Hoi Chanh, the former assistant Chief of Staff
of Sub-Region I, revealed the location of the Staff Office Section of Sub-
Region 1, The target was in lst Division TAOR and ths division was informed.
On 12 October 69, elements cf the lst Division conducted an operation against
this target which resulted in the destruction of the base camp,

(b) Questioning of @ rallier resultsd in an operation on 23 October
in which the Hoi Chanh led elements of the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion to a large rice cache in Trang Co, The cache contained 4800 pounds of
rice,

(#) (C) The GZ Air Section produced an increased number of area
studles for brigades and battalions. The increase is undoubtedly the re-
sult of recent Intelligence Seminars conducted by the (-2 which made 5-2's
aware of available products, The Imagery Interpretation Section complstad
training of selected interpreters in acrisl photo reading, This has made
tho debriofing of PW’s and Hoi Chanhs simpler and more effective. 4 de-
tailed interpretation of choke points along the road between Duc Hoa and
Ben Luc was commencad, The completed study will desciibe the condition of
the roadbed and detail bridge and crater interdictions to aid planning and
reasure progress of the rebuilding effort. The study will consist of a
strip mosaic {annotated), hand held photos and an overlay at 1:25,000 scale
of all choke points, bridges and culverts., A summary of G2 Air Activity is
shown belows

AUG  SEP OOl O
AREA STUDIES 25 23 23 71
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AUG SEP  OCT T0TAL
MOSAICS 23 3+ 37 M
READOUTS bo 47 55 k2
ARMY PHOTO MISSIGNS 53 52 69 174 L
AIR FORCE PHOTO MISSIONS RECEIVED 10 17 8 35

(5) (C) The Target Information Center (TIC) was placed under the
control of the G2 Operations section in August, The move placed the TIC
in the midst of the Division Tactical Operation Center where it is able to
receive current information directly, At the same time it becames wore ac-
cessible to tactiecal planners, As the reliance on intelligence targets in-
creased, tha TIC concept was spread to the brigades and battalions oI the E
division., During the quarter, the TIC developed targets resulting in 24 p
enemy killed, 2 PW’s, 11 AK-47°s captured or destroyed and 800 1lbs of rice :
captured, In late October the TIC combined data from Red Haze, agent re-
ports, and imagery interpretation to point out the sudden increase in enemy ;
use of the Bo Bo Canal in Long An Province, 1

(6] () Sensor devices continue to be successfully employed in the
25th Infantry Division TAOR in both a target acquisitions and intelligence A
role, monitoring enemy LOC%s, base areas and routes of infiltration. ;

(a) Decentralization of the Duffel Bag Program has contributed
significantly to the overall success of the program, with individual unit
commanders maintaining an active interest in the planning and engagement
of sensor fields, On 14 Oct, the 25th Inf Div assumed overall staff su-
pervision of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Inf Div's Duffel Bag Program,

(b) During the reporting period, 2,058 targets were acquired
through Duffel Bag Operations, 1,825 of which were engaged with 55,311
rounds of artillery. Operations have besn credited with the elimination
of 335 enemy KIA zﬁcy and numerous enemy weapons and equipment captured
grlgestroyedo Significan®, Duffel Bag activities for the period are as
0llowss

1. On 5 Sep, heavy activations in sensor fields SE of Nui Ba
Den were instrumental in troop insertion resulting in 30 NVA KIA (BC),

2. On 11 Sep, A/2-12 Inf vic XT5528 located 23 VC/NVa (BC)
killed by Arty initiated by Duffel Bag activationms.

3. On 11 Sep, A/4-23 Inf reacting to heavy Duffel Bag activa-
tions SE of Nui Ba Den eliminated 47 NVA KIA (BC), Also captured were 1
PW and 2 AK-47 rifles,

4, On 17 Sep, during a ground sweep of & sensor [ield 3n the
Citadel vie XT5322, 2-12 Inf located 8 NVA KIA (BC) killed by Arty
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initiated by Duffel Bag activations, Troops also located an enemy hospital
and numerous documents and equipment,

5. On 13 Oct, D/2-27 Inf at PB Eotrc (formerly PB Rittgers) en-
gaged an estimated enemy company, resulting in 7 NVA KIA (BC) after receiv-
ing initial indications of enemy movement by Duffel Bag activations in the
area, Later Duffel Bag devices utilized in perimster defense detected en-
emy personnel attempting to breach the wire,

6. On 24 Qet 69, A/2-14 Inf, and A and B/2-12 Inf vic XT5730
eliminated 47 NVA KTA (BCJ, Heavy sensor activity in the Duffel Bag fisld
vic the Mishroom was one intelligence indicator leading to ground opera-
tions in the area,

(¢} During the latter pari of the reporting period the division
received the Battle Area Surveillance System (BASS)} for test and evalu-
ation, Thls system extends the range and operational flexibility of the
local monitoring sit.s and in addition, provides for selective monitoring
over a wide area by higher headquarters., Tho svaluation is being conduct-
ed in 5 plmses, with the final evaluation phase anticipsted to be completed
in 60-90 days.

D. (C) Operations,

(1) The G3 Saction developed plans and executed cperaticns to
preempt VC/NVA operations and to destroy VC/NVA. forces, DIOC Forward was
closed 31 July 69,

(2} Doctrine, arganization and training were coordinated by G3
DOT, All schools operated during the previous quarter remainsd in opara-
tlon. Refresher training was initiated for the ARVN 10th Cavalry Regiment,
Training of US personnel has emphasized airmobile operations, small unit
patrolling and ambushes, and day and night marksmanship techniques, G3
DOT continued to moordinate evaluation of research and development projects,
Fifty-one projects were in process during the period, Fourteen evaluations
were completed, Significant projects include the XM191 Multishot Flame Wea-
pon, Foliuge Penetration Radar, and the Night Hawk system, In a reorgani-
zation of G3 (DOT) a reports and evaluations section was created, This was
divided inte two sections; current statistics and computer analysis, The
corputer analysis section has contimued with development of computex programs
to provide evaluations of statistical data for uss by commanders and their
staffs, IDuring this period the following units were reorganizeds all In-
fantry, mechanized infantry, 105mm artillery battalions, the cavalry squad- )
ron, the support, maintenance and medical battalions, and the administration :
company, The provisional unit securing the signal facility on Mui Ba Den 4
was alsc rearganized, k

(3) The G3 Plans Section coordinated all friendly operations con- 2

ducted in the 25th Division TACL, The section coordinated areas of cpera-
tions with the 5th ARVN Division, 25th ARVN Division, and adjacent US
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Divisions. It also coordinatsd conbined operations and provided planning
guldance and mission assignments to maneuver units of the Division and the
OPCON 3rd Bde, 9th Infantry Division., The maintenance of sll G3 maps in

the T0C and the preparations of all charts/art work used in numerous brief-
ings were accomplished by the section,

(4] The G3 Air Section coordinated the Division tactical air sup-
port and B-52 strikes, The USAF TACP assigned to support the Division was
responsible for controlling tactical airstrikes, visual reconnaissance,
assisting the development of B-52 targets and B-52 targst bomb damage aswags—
ment. There wure 2803 tactical air sorties flown in support of the Division,
The air strikes were in support of troops in contact, landing zone preps,
prestrikes and harassing and interdictory strikes, bomb damage assessment
wass

Xilled By Air (Body Count) 386
Killed By Air (Possible) 109
Bunkers destroyed 4,400
Structures destroyed 337
Secondary Fires 17
Secondary Explosions 167

During this period there were 7 B-52 strikss in support of Divisiop cpera~-
tions, Bomb damage assessment wass

Bunkors destroyed 170
Trench destroyed 100 meters
Secondary explosions 6
Tannels destroysd 10
Fighting positions destroyed 35

(5) The Division Chemical Section and the 9th Chemical Detachment
continued to support Division operations by employment of persistent and
non-persistent riot coritrol agents and by conduct of airborne personnel de-
tector and defollation missions, During the reporting period a total of
722 E-158 CS canister clasters or cluster equivalents were dropped in flush-
ing operations and in support of trcops in contact. A total of 106,680 1lbs
of micropulverizod CS powder was dropped from CH-47 aircraft to restrict
known or suspected enemy infiltration and supply routes. A total of 5385
gallons of defoliant and 52,030 gallons of diesel fuel were sprayed around
rase camp/fire support base perimeters and on approved defoliation projects
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in the Division TAOI, During the reporting peried airborne personnel detect-
or missions acerued 170 hours of flylng time, On 2 October a change in opera-
ting procedure for the personnel detector was instituted permitting mors pos-
itlive exploitation of personnel detector resdings. This method has preven
successful, with reactions to readings during the last 30 days of the report-
ing period resulting in 67 VC/NVA idlled, 6 persons apprehended and 10 wea-
pons captured. During this period the Chemical Secticn and 9th Chemlcal De-
tachment began participation in the evaluation of the XMI9l Miltishot Flame-
thrower, and contlinued participation in the evaluation of both the Personnel
Marking and Identification System and Retroreflector program,

(6) The Fire Support EKlement worked under the general staff super-
vision of the ACofS, G3. The FSE coordinated the fire support-for the man-
euver elements of the Division and supervised the Artillery Warning Control
Centers. Each maneuver brigads was provided direct support by a light ar-
tillery battelion, Although thers were soms attachments and detachments,
normally support was provided as followss

BRIGADES DS BATTALIONS

1st Brigade 7th Bn, 11th Artillery
2nd Brigade 1st Bn, 8th Artillery
3rd Brigade 2nd Bn, 77th Artillery

The Jrd Bn, 13th Artillery (155/8") provided general support for the Divi-
slon. Expenditures of artillery ammunition by the Division Artillery were:

CALILER AUGUST  SEPTEMRER  QCTOBER
105m

total rds 103,619 109,380 108,858
rd/tube/day 61.9 63.8 65,0
155mn

total rds 22,760 21,695 33,037
rd/tube/day 40,8 Lo,2 39.5
8'

total rds 2,591 2,356 2,473
rd /tube/day 20,3 19,6 19.9

(7) Army Aviations
(a) During the period of 1 August to 31 October 1969 the Army

Aviation Element was responsibls for aviation support for the Division
and was under the direct staff supervision of the Division G3. During
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the period 1 August to 31 October 69, the Army combat aviation support was
provided to the 25th Infantry Division and 3rd Bde, 9th Infantry Division

by organic and nonorganic aviation units, Orgsnic aviation units providing
support include the 25th Aviation Battalion, D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry, 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Bde aviation sections, Division Artillery aviation
section, E Company, 725th Maint Bn, and the aviation section, 3rd Bds, 9th
Infantry Division, Non-organic air support was furnished to the 25th Infan-
try Divisicn by units of the 12th Combat Avistion Group, Assault Helicopter
companies and CH-47 aircraft were provided primarily by the 269th Combat
Aviation Battalion whoss units include the 116th Assault Helicopter Co, 187th
Assault Helicopter Co, and the 242nd Assault Support Helicopter Co., Addition-
&l nen-crganic air support was provided the 3rd Bde, 9th Infantry Division
from the 240th Assault Helicopter Co, 222nd Combat Aviation Battalion and

the 190th Assanlt Hslicopter Co, 145th Combat Aviation En.

(b) During the stated peried the 12th Combat Aviation Group flew
the following support for the 25th Infantry Division and 3rd Bde, 9th In-
fantry Divisions 281,094 passengers airlifted, 103,871 sorties flown, and
15,124 tons of cargo airlifted., Additional non-organic air support was
provided to the 25th Infantry Bivision from 1 August to 15 October 1969, by
A Co, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, lst Cav Division (AM), Aerial
surveillance and reconnaissance missions were flown through the TAOI by B
Troop, 3rd Sqdn, 17th Cavalry of the 12th Combat Aviation Group, the 73rd
Surveillance Airplans Comp (Mohawk) and the 74th and 184th Roconnaissance
Adrplane Companies (Bird Dog). Primary aero-medical evacuation wes provided
to the Division by the 159th Medical Company.

(c) During the quarter, the 25th Aviation Battalion continued to
support the Division in Operation Toan Thang III, QOn 26 September 1969,
Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry became OFCON to the 25th Aviation Bat-
talion, Due to the increased requirement of mission support hours flown
in support of the 25th Infantry Divisium during this reporting quarter, the
Tollowing flying heur program by type and model of aircraft wes established:

QH-6A 115 hours per aircraft psr month
UB-1C 105 hours per aircraft per manth
UH-14 105 hours per aircraft per month
AH-1G 100 hours per aircraft per month

(d) Normal daily aircraft requirerwnts include 7 UH-1H’s for com-
mend and control, 1 standby command and control, 1 for administrative cour-
ler, 3 for general suppart, 2 for standby, and 1 UH-1H for general support.
In addition 3 OH-6A LOH aircraft were provided daily for command and control
and general support missions, Two light fire teams consisting of AH-1G
“Cobra® cr UH-1C aircraft were on continuous 24 hours alert in support of
contact missions, while additional gunships were provided for escort and
cover type missions, Twe U6-A aircraft were utilized for administrative
courier; general suppart missions and maintenance part runs, Beyond normal
daily support missions alrmobile opsrations were conducted including move-
ment of ready reaction forces, and the insertions and extractions of
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Division maneuver elements., Many pre-planned and hasty airmobile operations
were conducted which normally required 5 UH.1H 1lift ships, 1 command and
control ship, 1 light fire team and 1 UH-1H smske sereening ship, The cap-
ability to cenduct and support night operatisns was contimaed, Night mis~
sions incIuded 1 UH-1H for flare drops in support of ground units, and re-
curring night T'ight fire team scrambles, countnrmsrtar missions, command
and control and general support missions, The "Night Hawk® program contin-
ued, however the 6 "Night Hawk" aircraft were reduced to 3 "Night Hawk" and
1Might Squawk™ aircraft (psychological speaker squipped aircraft). These
aircratt now also carry 13 flares in a quickly Jettisonable barrel on the
right side of the aircraft to incruase the Battalion’s "Night Hawk™ support
capabiIity, The left side mounts the 7.62mm mini-gun, the Zenon searchlight
and the TVS-4 night observation device, Special missions for the Battalion
consisted of chemical drops, psychological aperations, psrsannel detectors,
defoliation,; search and rescaue, emergency resupply, emergency Aercmedical
evacuations, smoke screening, asrial delivery of flammables and ranger in-
sertions and extractions.

(e) Statistical Swmmary of Combat Perfarmance Data
(1 Aug to 31 Oct 69)

August Sep Oct Total
Flight Hours 4600 4320 4425 13345
Sorties 6000 7040 7361 20401
Fagsengers Carried 6043 6952 695% 1999%
Cargo Carried {Tons) 256 268 363 887
Enemy Killed (BC) 19 Ly 38 104
Bnemy Killed (Poss) 19 36 61 116
Enemy Structures (Dest) 1! 16 101 131
Enemy Structures {Dam) 2 3 18 23
Enemy Sampans (Dest.) 6 0 3 9
Enemy Sampans (Dam) 2 L 1 7
Airecraft Hits 15 5 3 24

(f) A zignificent changs in the operational concept of the Divi-
sion’s air assets waz affscted during this quarter, If was desired to in~-
itiate & light war concept within the Division by which small sized troop
elemants would be contirmally deployed on successive limited area sweeps.
To accomplish this, aviation assets were organized to provide each cf the
three brigades of the Division an air cavalry package and an assault heli-
copter company packeged on a daily basis, The air cavelry package would
consist of 2 UH-1H 1lift ships operating with a light scout team consisting
of 1 QH-6A LOH and 1 AH-1G "Cobra®, The Assault Helicopter company would
be reduced to fiwe UH-1H 1ift ships and a light fire team consisting of 2
AH-1G or UH-1C guriships, The 187th AHC which habituslly supported the lst
Bde would provide both the alr cav package and the assault helicopter com-
pany to the 1st Bde, The 14 aeroriflemen would come from the lst Bde’s
assets, Included in this total would be 1 Kit Carson Scout and ar infan-
try 1LT with combat expsrience, The 116th AHC would provide the assault
helicopter company packags to the 2nd and 3rd Bde. They would be augmented
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with & 1light fire team from tbs 25th Avn Bn, Troop D, 3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav
would provide the two air cavalry packages to the 2nd and 3rd Ble., Thess
mini-cav packages are oa strip alert from 0700 hours to 1800 hours dailg‘
to react to intelligsnce targets, light scout team sightings, provids sb-
curity for downed aircraft, establish blocking forces for larger sweep
elements and to raid targets of opportunity. D Troop in additiom provides
€ visual reconnaissange tesms consisting of 1 QH-6A IOH and 1 AH-1G "Co-
bra™ on the basis of 2 to sach of the 3 brigades, One team from the 2nd
Bde and 1 VR team from the 3rd Bde become part of the air cavalry packasges
during the insertion, sweep and the extraction. When available the CO,
3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav is provided an OH-6A LOE command and control aircraft
and a UH-1H resupply aircraft, The night missions of the trocp consist
of 1 light firée team consisting of 2 AH-1G "Cobra®™ aircraft and 2 UH-1H
alrcraft on sirlp alert for night ranger extractions.

(g) Statistical summary of comdal performance data for D Troop,
3rd Sqdn, 4th Cavalry: (26 Sep to 31 Oct 69)

Sep Qct Totel
Flight Hours 439 243% 2373
Sorties 713 k61 sh7ly
Passengers Carried hés 2426 2891
Cargo Csrried (Tons) 2 é2 64
Enemy Killed (BC) 10 46 56
Enemy Killed (Poss) 0 0 0
Enemy Structures iDest) 6 4o 46
Enemy Structures (Dam) 1 15 16
Enemy Sampans (Dest) ) i 12
Enomy Sampans (Dam) 1 0 1
Number of Detainees 0 8 8
Number of PW's 0 11 11

(h) The Battalion exporienced 5 major accidents during the
reporting quarter. The accidents were caused by: over reaction on the
sontrels by the pilot (2}, main rotor blade strike, engine failure, and
a tall rotor strike with another aircraft. Muring tho same period the
Battalion hsd 4 alesraft incidents, The Battalion lost L aircraft to
enemy ground fire,

(9) Engineer Qperationss

(a} During the period 1 August to 31 Qotober, the &5th Engin-
eer Battalion, 25th Infantry Division provided combat enginesr support
to the Division, In additien to the normal combat support, the 65th En-
gineer Battalien continued Land Clearing operations with the use of as-
signed dosers and anchor chains, A total of 4,936 acres of hedgerows
and light jungle were cleared during this period., In addition, the 65th
Engincers emplaced a total of 2l fixed span bridges throughvout the Divi-
sion area to overcome trafficability problems incurred by the rainy sea-
son,
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(b) During this reporting perind Compeny 4 provided direct com-
bat support ic the lst Brigade in Tay Ninh, Daily mineswsep of the MSR's
in the 1st Brigade area of operations coupled with combat enginser demo-
1ition team in support of the 1lst Brigade's Battelionsz were an extrewsly
Lmportant part of the combat engineer suppert provided.

1, The fire support bases in the Brigade area of aperatisn re-
quired continucus maintenance, This included upgrading the access roads
to Fire Suppurt, Bases Rawlins, Ciook, Buel}, Stoneman, Vbod III, St, Bar-
bara and Hunte;’, Other work included ths upgrading of interier roads at
Bawlins, Crook and Puell-and filling of pot heles with rock. Work at
Fire Support Bases Crook and Busll included rebabilitation of the berm.
Bumsrous sumps were dug at Wood IXI,

25 Qther work included the construction of two {2) boat ramps

on the river at FSB Crook, rehabilitation of the mess hall and constrac-

tion of a 330 oot chain lirk and concertina wire fence at FSB Buell,
désmantling of two (2) gun pads at PSB Stuart and reassembling them at
FSB Stoneman, and constructien of 110 meters of corduroy road and instal-
lation of 200 feet of assault treadway at FSB Sedgwick,

Company A corstructed thrae (3) new patrol bases, Work in-
cluded pushing up a berm and clearing fields of fire at Patrol Base Han-
sard in early July and Patrol Bases Bragg sand Crocker im Septidiar,

4, Company A continuad to upgrade and repair roads through-
out the 1lst Brigade area of operations during this quarter, In late
July and early August TL13 from FSB Washington to FSB Crook was up=
graded with uss of rock, laterite snd sectlons of corduroy, Since mid-
August grading, filling holes, culvert maintenzace and draining of LIL
26 has been in progress, Company A also graded and repaired Highway 239
from FSB Hunter to Dau Tieng as well as repair work on IL 4, Upgrading
of QL 22 froum Tay Ninh Buse Camp to FSB Washington with rock and laterite
was started in late September,

De, Miscellansous projects included the construction of four
) helicopter pads in the lst Brigade area of operations, the clearing
and burning of rubbsr tres stumps along the Big Rublier Road and the
elearing of fields of fire on Nui Ba Den which has continuved through-
ont the quarter and is naw 77% compIete. ZExpliosives are being used to
clear around the signal inatallation on top of the mountain,

6, In addition, with the assistance of Company B, Company A
constructed a cembined fire support center at Tay Ninh Eest which was
completed on 21 October 1969, The bunker type facility was started on
14 September 1969, and will be used by US Artillery, Adr Force, and
Navy as well as ARVN Artillery and Air Force,

(¢) During this reporting period, Company B was invelved in a
variety of tasks while furnishing general support to the 25th Infantry
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Division. Company B also provided direct support in the form of sweep
and demolition teams to the 354 Cav and 2-34% Armecr,

1, During August, Company B was busy upgrading TL 253 aad
constructing thres (3) turn~arounds on the Big Rubber Road., Other
maintenance inciuded installing a 36" X 38° culvert at CP 117. Since
October, Company B has been upgrading LTL 19, LITL 26, Route 239 and
the Big Rubber Road. Without Company B's effort on LTL 19, the road
would have become impassable in early October due to the heavy traffic
from the Rome Plow unit clearing in that area.

2, Company B also constructed a new access road into FSB Hamp-

ton, in addition to constructing and placing a 20* ebservation tewer at
FSB Buell for the 2-3% Armor,

3., Work was completed on the Waikiki East stand down area.

In addition Company B has been rehabilitating the 65th Engineer Bat-
talion swimming pool,

4, One platoon from Company B was OBCON to Company A from
early Septewber until late October for construction of a combined fire
support control center in the ARVN compound at Tay Ninh East, This
bunker was completed on 21 October 1969,

(d) During the entire reporting period, Company C continued to
provide direct support to the 2nd Brigade. This combat support consist-
ad of minesweep %teams on the MSRs and roads leading to the 2nd Brigade's
maneuver battalions.

1, Company C maintained Fire Support Bases Pershing, Patton 1I,
and Devin in the 2rnd Brigade area of operations, Heavy rain necessitated
constant upgrading of the: imterior roads and iwmprovemsnt of drsinags.

2, Company € also performed extensive and continuous road main-
tainance on TL 6A North, TL 7A North, and TL 7A South, Work included
grading, filling snd shaping of roadways, installation and maintenance
of culverts, corduroy construction and surface treatment with peneprime.

3¢ Company C closed Patrol Base Dragon and built Patrol Bases
Does and Venice East, Three radar and observation towers were construct-
ed for use by the infantry, Two SEA huts were erected 2t fire support
bases,

4, In addition to normal engineering activities, Company €

assisted the ARVN®s with combat support and performed numerous civic
action projects in the "Citadel”.

5, The 25th Infautry Division Sniper School was rehabilitated
by Company C to include the ccnstruction of a firing range.
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(e) During this resporting period Company D contimued to provide
direct support to the 3rd Brigade with minesweep and demolition teams.

1, The repair and upgrading of the roads in the 3rd Brigade
area of operations was a continuous operation, Company D had a partic-
ularly important and difficult mission keeping these rvads open due to
the heavy rains in their ares of operations, The prim:ry roads included
7A South, 8A Scuth and TL 10, 82 South is of particular importancs be-
cause of the traffic which moves on it to resupply Fire Support Bases
Chasberlain, Houston and Jacksen, At present Company D is upgrading
7A. South north of Tk 10,

2, Company D also continued to maintain the fire support bases
in the 3rd Brigade area of operations, AT FSB Chamberlain, Company D
construsted both an accees and interior road, Constant traffic ard heavy
rainfall made the vpgrading of the access road a difficult jodb, The use
of asssult trackway and vsed MBAL matting in the roadwy to increase sta-
bility was particulariy helpful., A finel layer of laterite was placed
over the assault trackway and M8Al matting with two coats of peneprime
on the lsterite as a sesler, Company D also relocated the access road
to FSB Jackson, Damage to the ariginal access road was so extensive
repair was not feasible,

3. Land clearing was another task which occupled Company D
during this reperting period, The overzll aim of the land clearing mig-
sions was to pacify specific areas by opening routes to the Vam Co Doiig
River. A team of two D-7 bulldousrs clesred 100 metexs of vegetation om
both sides of 6A from XSB Jackson to the river., Trafficability was poor
and expiosives had to be used in several arees, The same problem was en-
countsred to a greater extent on 6%k and explosives were used axtensiwly
in lieu of the heavy engineer equipment, Company D also clsared fields
of fire &t Patrol Base Harris with the use of explosives,

b4, Company D completed several projects on Cu Chi Base Camp
in addition to their work in the 3rd Brigade area of operatioms, 4
concrets block blast wall was constructed around the Commanding General’s
quarters, Extensive ingenuity and effort contributed to the successful
relocation of a mobile home trailer behind the Division Headquarters.
In addition, Company D built new revetments and constructed & new roof
on the 3rd Brigade T0C,

(£) During the reporting pericd Compa.y B provided general
suppoxrt to the 25th Infantry Division.

1, The beginning of the periad found Company E on the Amn
Margaret Dam project, Company E's biggest problem on this project was
the placing of five 5500 Ib culverts six fest in diameter and fifty feet
in length, Mastering this problem, by use of airlift, Company E com-
pleted the dam and performs continuous maintenance to prevent erosion
of the soil on the steep slopes of the dam,
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2. Company E also placed 14 dry spans during this period., Most of
the dry spans were air lifted to the job site by CH-47 and CH-54% heliopters.
The use of these dry spans was of great benefit, for the roads would have
been impassable {or days without them, Company E also keeps roads inside
the various fire support bases passable with the use of assault trackway,

3. Company E continued land clearing operations during the month
of August, part of September and again in October,. The use of D-7 bulldozers
dragging a 100 foot section of Naval anchor chain, proved to be an efficient
and safe method for removing hedgerows which were heavily mined and booby
trapped, Land zlearing was limited to certain areas dus to the heavy rains
which made most areas impassabls to the dozers,

&; AVLB's wore used throughout the Division area of operations
during this repcriing period..

5. Another project Company E completed was the comstruction of
three (3) BOQ buildings on Cu Chi, This project consisted of construction
of a combined concrete block and wood siding wall and construction of in-
terior partitions, Company E also completed a partially erected BOQ build-
ing and constructed a water tower, sump, and reservoir tank for the showers.

(z) The 588th Engineer Battalion (Combat) with the 362nd Engineer
Company (Light Equipment) and the 544th Engineer Company (Construction Sup-
port) attached, located at Tay Ninh, provided enginesr support in the north-
ern part of the Division TAOI, Some significant projects included observa-
tion towers in sight key positions throughout the TAOI; water support to FSB
St, Barbara; eirfield rehabilitation, Tay Ninh; aircraft maintenance ramps,
Cu Chi; and hospital revetmon’s, Tay Ninh, Two companies of the 588th Engi-
neer Battalion moved to Cu Chi to provide engineer support, picking up the
slack as the 554th Engineer Battalion {(Construction) commenced their move to
the 1lst Division®s area, Company C arrived on 17 August from Dau Tieng and
Company A arrived on 14 September from Tay Ninh, The 554th Engineer Battsa~
lion (Construction) with the 515th Asphalt Platoon, located at Cu Chi, pro-
vided enginser support, in the 2nd and 3rd Brigade areas, Key missions were
the completion of CE-47 revetments; halicopter maintenance revetments; TOC
and commo revetments; and Cu Chi Base Camp paving, The Battalion's engineer
efforts were reduced by the move of two companies, one in August and one in
September to the lst Infantry Division area, On 1 Novembsr, the Batialion
ceasad all operations in the 25th Infantry Division AO and officially moved
its headquarters to Lai Khe in support of the lst Infantry Divisione

(h) The 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, which came under the
operational contrcl of the 25th Infantry Divislon just prior to this report-
ing period, continues to be supported by: The 571st Bngineer Company (Combat ),
formerly Company C, 15th Engineer Battaliox, in direct support; and the 93rd
Engineer Battalion (Constructior), & subordinate unit of the 20th Engineer
Brigade, providing engineer operational support.
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(9} Signal Operations,

(2) The Division Signal Office continued its coordination and staff
supervision over all commnications within the Division,

(b) During the quarter ending 3. October 1969 significant changes in.
communications administration were effected. This was done while providing
continuing combat signal support to the 25Lh Infantry Divislon,

1, In order to provide more responsive and efficient telephone instal-
lation, repair amd cable maintenance at Cu Chi; the 125th Signal Battalion, 25th
Infantry Division and the 86th Signal Battalion have established on an experi-
mental basis, a Joint telephone repair and ceble maintenance office known as
Telephcne Management Agency (TMAY, 125th Signal Battalion and 86th Signal
Battalion, recognizing the urgent need: for more efficlent utilization of men
and material to meet demanding requirements imposed by the sprawling Cu Chi
Base Camp, directed the establishment of a. joint, fully integrated ofiice.

This office is staffed by officers 2nd. men of{ both battalions, The telephone
trouble and cable team is likewise integrated., It is anticipated that this
oeffort, will optimize the efforts of both battalions, A. signiifiicant improve-
ment in overall system management has already been realized,

2. Significant progress has been made in the proposed establishment
of a Radio Relay station at Go Dau Ha, In order to alleviate some of the con-
gestion on Nui Ba Den and to provide a reliable alternate means of routing, 2
160* tower and communication bunker will be constructed at Go Dau Ha. The
site survey hes been completed and a proposed construction completion date has
been set for 31 December 1969, The new location will solve the resupply and
power problems that are encountered on Nul Ba Den especially during the rainy
geason,

3. In his contiming effort to provide more and better service to
the men of the Tropic Lightning, the Division MARS Director, has established
& second MARS station at Cu Chi Base Camp, The new station is expected to
double the capacity for calls to CONUS. It uses the same basic Collins Sin-
gle Side Band Radio equipment and is located in Bldg T-5250 on Lanai Road,
The Mcbile MARS station assembled last quarter received coverwhelming response
from the line troops of the 25th Division, during its visits to the fire sup=
port bases of the 2nd and 3rd Brigades, A schedule for visits to the seven
sites of the 1lst Brigade beginning at Fire Support Base Crook has been com-
risted, The statlon will depart for the North and spend three days at each
site, During the period 1 August to 31 October, 2,578 calis were made over
the MARS systems,

4, In late September the Division Signal Office initiated and super-
vised a Mobile Training Team (MIT) that conducted nine one-day ‘courses on the

new Radio Set AN/GRC 142, The courses were taught by a representative from -
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1st Logistical Command of USARV with emphasis on equipment, capability and
operation, tuning, care and maintenance, and practical exercises, The instruc-
tions were provided to &1l units in the 25tk Infantry Division, with favorable
commants being received from the students,

Se This quarter also saw the installation of a centralized Alert
Siren System at Cu Chi Base Camp, The system is activated at the 2d Brigade
Base Camp Defense TOC, The Heavy Duty air raid sirens have been installed at
Division Headquarters, 2nd Brigade, 1lst Signal, and 65th Enginser Battalion
areas, The program willl eventually include the 3rd Brigade area for an addi-
tional warning siren. Two other pronjects were in the planning stages this
quarter, First is the development of an Audio Tape Club to be located at the
new MARS station on Lanai Road, Once undsr way the club would provide a music
library for its members with the capability of making their own tapes at a
minimal cost, Testing is also under way to determine the possibility of piping
Special Service shows from the Lighning Bowl entertainment aresa direct to
troops at the cutlying fire support bases,

B, (C) Logistiess

(1} During the reporting period the Division Logistical Operations
Center (DIOC) was formed, The DLOC consists of the Support Command S2/3 Sec~-
tion and the Division Transportation Office, The DLOC provides the Support
Command with & central point for the coordination of all tactical and logis-
ticel infarmation needed to furnish the best possible logistical suppert tc
the Division. The nucleus of the DIOC is the Movement Centrol Center which
provides & central point for all modes of logistical resupply, including lo~
gistic hslicopters.

(2) A monthly average of fourteen different couventional Class V
Items were subject to ASR control, At the beginning of tha reporting period,
HE munitions were the principal items under managements however, ..id-way
thxough the period there was a transformation from HE to Illumination mun-

itions which continued to be the predominant munition under management.
During the reporting pericd, 9 HE and 4 Illumination type munitions required

supplémental allocations in order to support, tactical operations.

(3) The availability of construction materials (mainly lumber) was
eritical throughout the period. All project requests, ongoing and proposed,
were carefully reviewed for termination or reduction in scope, and only those
projects considered absolutely essential were allowed to continue after pra-
per justification, Base areas were under constant surveillance by the in-
stallation coordinators to detect unauthorized construction of facllities,
and action was taken to dismantle unauthorized structures or obtain proper
authority. )

(4) Qn 6 August 1969, a contract laundry was officially opened on

Cu Chi Base Camp, This facility provides 3-day laundry service and repre-
sents a significant overall improvement over the contract laundry service

65
: CoNFDEeNT18 L

" .

12

e e Ry

s . o R,



R

CONFIDenT I 2L
previously available to the division,

(5) Excess materials totaling 2,171 line items of dolla: value
$457,658,09, were retrograded during the period.

(6) The Division Transportation Section continued to coordinate
the requirements for U.S, Air Force Airlift for unit movement and resup-
ply in support of Division operations. Special airlift data concerning
USAF support is as follows!:

MONTH CARGO (Tons) TROOPS
August 214 12,686
September 278 14,779
October 174 14,202

(7) The Division Transportation Section continues to supervise
operations of hold baggage facilities at Cu Chi and Tay Ninh for the con-
venience of personnel located within the Division TAOI, These baggage
facilities are capable of receiving baggage of rotating personnel, pro-
cessing and delivering baggage to Headquarters Area Command Baggage Sec-
tion, Tan Son Nhmt, The baggage sections also process baggage of newly
arri—sd persomnel. Data concerning the Division baggage sections is as
followss

MOKTH PERSQMNNEL PROVIDED SERVICE PIECES WEIGHT

August 878 1213 108,700
September 556 782 74,270
October 522 779 69,665

(8) The Division Transportation Office has assumed the mission
of controlling all CH-47 & CH-54 type aircraft operating in support of
the Division. Thls system allows the supported unit a single point of
contact for all surface and air logistical requirements as well as im-
prove the efficiency of the CH-47/54 operations. This mission entails
recelving and screening Division requirements, integrsting modes,
scheduling allotted aircraft, and monitoring the entire program, CH-47
aircraft are allocated to the Division on an aircraft basis with 6 blade
hours per aircraft being the daily criteria. CH-54 aircraft are alloca-
ted on a mission basis only., The following is a breakdown of CH-47 sup-
port rendered to the Division since 1 September:

ALLOCATED HOURS HOURS FLOWN SORTIES AV, TONS
MONTH TOTAL AVERAGE TOTALL AVERAGE TOTAL AVERAGE PER HR
September 7y 24 765 25315 1487 49 7.8
Cctober 717 23,1 730 23130 1744 56 8.76

4
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(9) The Division Transportation Section continues to coordinate
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and schedule the operation of resupply convoys within the Division TAOL,
During the past quarter 736 convoys have been operated in support of base
camps located at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh and Dau Tieng with a total volume of
15,115 vehicles. The operation of resupply convoys includes establishing
schedules, receiving requirements and coordinating security forces and
traffic control. All convoys opsrating on the Division MSR, either tac-
tical, or logistical, are required to obtain clearances from the Division
Transpartation Officer, Highwey continues tc be the primary mods of trans-
portation for this resupply of the Division Base Camps. Following is a
breakdown of regular resupply convoys operated in the Division area,

: MONTH No, QF CONVOYS No, OF VEHICLES

(a) Cu Chi to Tay Kinhs

Cchongcs sxgael con i

August 62 622
September 60 601
: Getober 62 46
Totals 8 1,690
» (b) Cu Chi/Lai Ehe/Di An/ to Daun Tiengt
4 August 62 b7k
4 September 60 286
: Qctober 62 267
Totals 18% 1,027
]
g (c) Long Binh to Tay Ninhs
4 August 62 3,291
2 September 60 2,800
P October 62 2,822
is Totals TSE »99
? (d) Long Binh to Dau Tiengs
: August 62 1,076
» September 60 1,219
- Qctober 62 1:27%
Totals 10 3,570
3 (e) Cu Chi to Duc Hoat
‘ August 11 76
September 13 112
October 14 l%%
Totals 38 2
67
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(10) In July the Division Available Supply Rate (ASR) of 2,75"
rockets was drastically reduced, In order to assure that rockets were not
fired indiscriminately, DAC initiated a daily ASR and issue comtrol pro-
cedure, G-3 was kopt informed of the rockets used, and in order for rock-
ots to be fired in excess of the daily ASR, G-3 had to give permission
based upon its estimate of tho necessity of the mission. In this manner
the Division ASR of 2,75" rockets wus not exceeded, but operations were
not bampered,

(11) In June an accident causing mltiple fatazlities occurred

at a field location because ammnition was being handled carslessly., As
a result the Division Ammmition Officer visited all fire support bases,
patrol bases, and other fisld ocations for the primary purpose of in-
specting the safety of ammunition storage and handling practices, These
visits are continuing en a periodic basis,

(12) 25th Infantry Division Band.

(a} The 25th Infantry Division Band performed the following
commitments during this perioed:

Categories and Totals

Award Ceremonies 18
Change of Command Ceremonies 11
Mise, Ceremonies 21
Serenades 50
Service Club Concerts 10
Formal Retreats (Full Band) 24
Bugler Commitments 105
Miscellaneous Concerts 7
Fire Support Base Concerts 10
Solo Concerts 10

Hospital Concerts by
Ensemble Concerts (Small Growps) 8
Mess Hall Concerts (Combo) 6
Traveling Serenades (A and B Bands) 5
Tolevision Appsarancos 5
Total Commitments 304

(b The two-band (A and B) concept of touring the base camps
has continued and is proving to bs very popular. It was learned that cou-~
pled with the mess hall concert a greater coverage of the base camp could
be obtained, To date there has been five (5) videotapes made for the "In-
terlude" series on AFVN Saigon and more are in the planning stage., At this
point, the groups which have performed include; "The New Yorkers" (accordion
trio), the 25th Infantry Division Band Chorus, the "Tropic Lightning" Dance
Band, the "Cu Chi Mountain Boys" (Hillbilly Group), and a "rock combo™ re-
cently formed. During this period the band appeared at Cam Ranh Bay, in
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Saigon at CMAC and II Field Force HQ, and made several journeys to Tan An
and Rach Kien in support of the 3rd Bde, 9th Infantry Livision., The Tropic

Lightning News recently did a full page article with pictures depicting the
activities of the Division Band,

(¢) Band capabilities continue to expand with a recent influx of
talented bandsmen, A new "rock" music combo has been formed and will be
utilized to entertain troops at fire support bases as well as Division
base camp areas, A full band concert is bsing scheduled at the Vietnamese-
Amsrican Association "University Day" celebration in Saigon on November
16th, Many of the NCO's and lower ranking EM are now capable of directing
the band and thus supervising various musical funciions,

(13) 341st Aviation Detachment (Division)s

(a) The lst Aviation Detachment (DIV) hss operational control
of Cu Chi Army Airfield,

1, Traffic count for the Control Tower, Cu Chd Army Airfield,
for the last quarter, August-October, was as follows:

Rotary wing 156,276
Pixed wing
Total 163,670

2, Traffic count for the Ground Control Approach for the last
quarter, August-Uctober, was as follows:

August 286
Septembexr 203
October 1

Total Zg%

(b) The 3Hlst Awiation Detachment (DIV) has operational control
of the 25th Inf Div POL Facility for airecraft,

1, Fuel dispensed since August 1 totals 34,743 gallons for AvGas
and 2,651,000 gallons for JFl,

2. On 6 Sep 69 the POL pump house burned dowm, On the morning
of the 7th the POL facility was again operational, using two (2) 350 GPM
pumps.,

3s Fire fighting and prevention classes have been intensified
and the POL area refurnished with the renovation of berms, cleaning out

of the ditch surrounding the refuel point and the addition of new fire ex-
tinguishers.,

(¢) The 3Wlst Aviation Detachment (DIV) bas operational control
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of the 25th Inf Div Rearmament Facility for aircraft.

1, The following amounts of ammunition have been issued during
the last three months:

Army rockets 8,112
Air Forge rockets 8,563
7.62mm rounds 3,630,985
LOmm rourds 5,450
Smoke grenades 11,458
Aireraft flares L. o7

2o A 5KW generator has been installed, This supplies power for

running lights for helipads and barricades at Re-arm and a landing pad at
the POL Xacility,

3, Separate barricaded bins have been installed for unservice-
abls ammnition,

4, Barricades within the "ready ammunition area® have been con-
struocted to separate rockets by type.

(14) 25th Medical Battalion.

(a) Throughout the reporting period the 25th Medical Battalion
continued to provide Division level medical service to the 25th Infantry
Division, HQ & Co A, B and C Companies continue to staff the 60 bed Ar-
thur E, Lewls Dispensary at Cu Chi Base Camp, D Company continued to sup-
port Tay Ninh Base Camp with 50 beds.

Y, Medical Totalss

Patients seen 12,519
Disease 11,038
Non-battle injurias 1,048
IRHA 436
Lab Tests 8,235
Imminizations 4,715
Prescriptions filled 12,325
X-Ray 5,055
2, Supply and Servicest
Line items issued 5y 372
Madcap line items issued 1,069
Maintenance work orders received 115
Eyeglasses ordered (Pairs) 3,180
Pulk pharmeacy items issued 5
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3. Dental support, provided by the 40th Medical Detachment as

followss
Total treatments 14,660
Civic actions 1,041
4, Preventive dentistry:
Instruction in oral hygiene 4,389
Prophylaxis of dental hygiene 1,704
Cavity prevention treatments 3,163
Group lectures 67
Persons attending lectures 3,495
Self-applied prophylaxis treatment 1,495

5, The 159th Medical Detachment (HA), attached to the 25th Med-
ical Battalion, provided evacuation to divisional and non-divisional units:

Total patients 2,467
Total missions 1,370
U.S, 1,031
ARVN 712
VN civdlians 663
VC/NVA 61
Medical resupply for blood 10 hrs
Flying time 1246 hrs
Average aviator time 114 hrs
Aircraft availability 78%

(1#Y Class II & IV and VII Activities

(a) Deletions to ASL durlng quarter: 648
(b) Total lines on ASLs 1,617

Aug Sep  Qct

ASL Lines stocked 1381 1442 1617
ASL Lines zero balance 688 728 643
Zerp bal w/due-out 660 687 484
Total requests received 76l 8203 7547
Total ASL Requests received 5313 6638 60k
Total ASL Requests filled 2l 3816 4007
Total requests priority 01-08 819 625 581
Total requests priority 0)-08 filled 111 87 59
Total wareshouss refusals 35 0 i
Units supported 68 68 69
Percent demand satisfaction 69,5 73.6 76.1
Percent demand accomodation 64 4 63.2 66.3

n
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(16) Services.
(a) Graves Registration:

US Military processed 81
US Civilians processed 0
Enemy processed 10
Vietnamese processed o
Total 165

(b) Salvage Operations:

Numter of Tons received 2032
Number of Tons shipped 2032

P, (C) Communicationss:

(1) During the reporting period, the 125th Signal Battalion pro-
vided the Division the following commmunications facilities:

{a) FM Radio: The battalion provided the persomnel and equipment
for the division stations in the following netss

1, Division Command Clear and Socure

2, Division Intelligence

EL IIFFV Command

4, Automatic retransmission facilities at Nul Ba Den for command

clear and securs,
5, BRWI Station on Cu Chi Base Camp

(b) AM RATT: The battalion provided equipment and persomnel for
the division station in the Division Command RATT Net and a DISCOM Main
and Forward stations in the Division Admin/Log Net,

(¢) Commmnications Center: The 25th Infantry Division Communi-
cations center facilities wern provided by the 125th Signal Battalion,
During the reporting period, an average of 483 messages were handled pex
month, Of the traffic handled 40% was originating traffic, 39% terminating
traffic, 108 was relay traffic, and 11% was hand carried messages. High
precedence traffic continued to be passed at high volume, An average of
67% of 2ll traffic handled had precedence of immediate or higher. Addition-
ally, commnications center facilities were provided at Tay Ninh Base Camp
and Deu Tieng Base Camp,

(d) Telephone Switching Cencerss An AN/MIC-1 with 5 dial tinks
we.g used for the Division Main Switchboard. This switchboard was used in
lieu of the authorized AN/MIC-3 because of the number of non-divisional
units and subordinate divisiopal unit's rear areas requiring drops or ac-

cess to Lightning Main Switch,
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(2) Significant Eventss

(a) Switchboard, telephone and FM remote facilities in the DTOC
were re-engineered and relocated during the pariod 5-9 August in keeping
with the rsorgsnizetion of staff elements and thair working areas in the
DTCC,

(b) On 12 August 1969 a letter of justification for requisi-
tioning continuous coaxial cable RG-14 or RG-189 was drafted for and sub-
mitted by Division G-4 to the 1st Logistics Command, The request was
subsequently epproved, the cable obtained, and a rehabilitation of VHF
antenna coaxial cablses was initiated and completed,

(¢) The Division Forward TOC located at Tay Ninh East was closed
down on 11 September 1969, At this time Company B discontinued the system
to DIOC FWD CommCenter and returned all equipment to Tay Ninh Base Camp.

(d) Company C provided and installed on 12 September 1969 an AN/
VBC-24 Ground/Air Radio in order to establish a DISCOM net in the ground/
alr control net, )

(e) On 7 October 1969 Company B's 2nd Platoon was assigned to
Company C, The additional VHF personnel gives Company € the responsibil-

ity of operating and controlling all VHF sites at fire support bases in
the 2nd and 3rd Bde AO®s, This leaves all of Company B elements in and

around Tay Ninh Base Camp,

(f) Two radioteletype sets AN/GRC-142 were hand receipted on 1%
October 1969 by Company A for use in the brigade RATT net by 1-27th Infan-
try at ¥SB Chsmberlain and 2.27 Infantry at FSB Jackson, A third AN/GRC-
142 was hand receipted on 16 October to 1-5th Mach for use at FSB Bsvin,

(g) The Cu Chi Telephone Management Agency (TELMA) began opera-
tions on 23 Ootober 1969, The agency, consisting of cable and telephone
personnel end equipment from both the 125th Signal Battalion and the 86th
Signal Battalion, is responsible for the installation and repair of all
telephones and cables on Cu Chi Base Camp,

(h) Brigadier General Henderson, the Assistant Division Command-
or, visited the battalion on 28 October 1969. He received a battalion
briefing and was taken on & tour of the battalion's operational faclilities
on Cu Chi Base Camp. The 125th Signal Battalion was placed under BG
Henderson's supervision on 23 September 1969.

(1) The Cu Chi Telephone Management Agency was made an official
agency when its charter was signed by LTC Matthey, Commanding Officer, 125th
3ignal Battalion, and LIC Halloran, Commanding Officer, 86th Signal Bat-
taliom. The signing of the charter took place on 30 Qctober 1969 at the
office of the Division Signal Officer.

73
CONFIDEVTIRL



COMNEIDENT 1AL

(3) A second Cu Chi MARS Station, ABBAU, was sctivated on 23 Octo-
ber 1969 and designated alternats NCS for Net #7, During this reporting per-
iod 2,578 calls were made over the MARS System. Tha Dirision mobile Station
visited all the fire support bases in the 2nd and 3rd Bde A0 during the guer-
ter,

(k) On 24 October 1962 the responsibilities of NCS for the Division
F¥ Cormarid Clear and Secure Net passed from Company A's FM ssction to the DIOC
OPNS Section, The FM section is still responsible for providing technical and
maintenance service,

(1) PDuring this reporting pericd the Division Photo Leb processed
681 orders producing 13,729 prints. A total of 131 prints wers forwarded by
the Southeast Asia Pictorial Center to Headquarters, Department of the Army.
On 27 October 1969 the division adjutant general assumed the responsibility
of taking ID photuos on base camp, The photo lab is still responsible for
sending contact teams to field sites to take YD photcgraphs when needed.

(m) Changes in multichannel systems during the reporting period:

1. On 8 August 1969 FSB Emory was closed down due to relocation
of the tact’~al units, The AN/MRC-6C from this location was used to re-

place the Al/MRC-3%4,5 at FSB Devin, thersby providing the needed back-up
equipment.

2, Five 107mm rockets impacted in Company B®s VHF park on Tay
Ninh Bese Camp on 12 Aagust 1969. The AN/GRC-163 Log Periodic Antenna for
the systems at Ben Soi and FSB Buell ware combat lost. In addition, thres
anchor guy cables from the top of the A4B-216 tower and four coaxisl cables
wore severed, requiring replacing,

3. The system to FSB Stoneman was disceatiruned on 14 August 1969,
The AR/MRC~69 was relocated to FSE St, Barbara in suppert of the 4-9 Inf.

4, The four chamnel system ts Den Sl was discontimued on 16 Au-

gust 1969. The AN/GRC-163 was subsequently vsed on 22 August 1969 to es-
tablish a system to FSB Stoneman,

8. On 26 August 1969 the system to FSB Wood was re-engineered as
a direct shot from Tay Ninh, Formerly this system was patched through at
FSB Rawlins, The quality and reliebility of both systems was considerably
improved by this changs,

6. The system to FSB Hcuston was disccntinued on 27 August 1969.
The AN/MRC-69 was returned toc Cu Chi for maintenance and to sslvage the hui,

7: G U4 September 1969 the AN/TCC-3 carrier equipment on Nui Ba
Den was replaced by AN/1CC-7 carrier equipment. This change increased the
system capability from four to five channels,
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8; On 5 October 1969 FSB Elizabeth was opened and a system us-

ing an AN/MRC-34,5 was utilized to support the units there. The system
was discontimued on 18 Qctober 1969 upon the unit's relocation to another
fire support base.

9, The system to FSB Sedgwick was discontinued on 18 Uctober
and the AN/MAC-34,5 was sent back to Tay Ninh,

10, An AN/MRC-69 was reconstructed from the AN/MRC-34.5°s from
FSB's Elizabeth and Sedgwick. This AN/MRC-69 was sent out on 20 Octo-
ber 1969 to establish a new systsm at FSB Hunter,

G, (C) Materiels

(1) The 725th Maintonance Battalion continued to provide direct
support maintenance snd supply support for units assigned and/or attached
to tho division, During the month of September the Battalion recorded a
new average low backlog of 215 pieces of equipment in support maintenance
(DS, GS) and on 25 September 1969 the backlog was reduced to 162 which was
both the low point for September and 1969. This backlog represents only
+5% of the 30,000 pieces of equipment supported, Other recurring programs
to improve operations and support are listed belows

(a) Project count-location survey.

Total number of lines surveyed: 10,797,

Tota%7gumber of lines in agreement with storage location:
G
7, °

Porcent accuracys 90%,
(b) Project count-inventory status.

Total number of lines inventorieds 8621,
Total number of lines in agreoment with storage locations

7816.
Percent accuracys 9f.

(c) The technical supply personnel identified and retrograded
2,484 lines of serviceable repair parts at a dollar value of $257,351.43,
"Project Strip® is a continuing effort to purge the supply system of ex-
coss ltems, Units have been encouraged to turn in items which are no long-
er required, to their supporting DSU for cross-lewveling or retrograde.

(d) The following represent production figures for commodities
1isted belows

AUG SEB GCT TOTAL

Wheeled 282 289 2990 861
| 75
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AUG SEP OocT TOTAL

Track and Tanks 132 147 122 Lol
Small arms 589 640 656 1885
Artillery 62 104 153 319
Engineer 29 28 27 84
Generators 105 122 107 3%
Signal 2077 2096 1921 6094
Office machines 93 113 109 315
Aircraft 316 224 245 805
Other 250 259 313 822
Total 3935 Lok2 3821 11798

(s) Listed below are items which accounted for an appreciable
percentage of the Divisian's deadlined equipment, It should be noted
that the £ ton amd 3/4 ton vehicles continue to present a significant
problem in comparison with other type vehicles, This is attributed to
the chronic problem of obtaining repair parts for these wvehicles:

/4 T Transmission 2520-678-1808
1/ T Cluteh Kit 2520-887-1353
/4T Puel Pump 291.0-678-1856
3/4 T Transmission 2520-975-7081
3/4 T Steering Gear 2530-737-5403
3/ T €lutch Plate 2520-040-1897
3/ T Cluteh Bisk 2520-293-5145
3/ T Throwout Bearing 3110-157=3725
24 T ¥heel Cylinder 2530-495-8784
23 T Clutch Plate 2520-832-7335
. 2% v Injection Pump 2910-968-6317
3 5 T Throwout Bearing 3110-186-5073

4 (2) The 725th Maintenance Battalion retrograded a record high

g of 287 major end items of squipment to the unserviceable praperty divi-
sion, Expeditious svacuation of unserviceabls repairable equipment has
enabled the Division to obtaim new or rebuilt replacement equipment. Pre-
b sently the Division equipment is relatively new and comparatively well
maintained as characterized by the favorable posture of the Division in
both the command deadline report and the material readiness report,

(3) Percentage of aircraft operational readiness (GR) during
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the reporting period is 86% as compared to the previous reporting period
which was 79.8%. The increase is primarily attributed to two factors:
The problem of tail rotor failure cited in the previous report has been
virtually solved by a modification and the fact that new aircraft are al-
ready modified before issued to the Division, A decrease in the percen-
tage of operational ready aircraft is expected =s new OH-6 aircraft reach
the initial 300 hour periodic inspection. There is a significant number
of aircraft in this category.

(4) Pive PPS-5 radars assigned to units of the Division were
retrograded and exchanged for the new modified PP5-5 radars. This is
the first step to exchange the entire complement (to include float) with-
in the next 6 months. The 725th Maintenance Battalion received two PPS-
5 radars (floats) from the 9th Division on 30 July 1969. These floats
have enabled the Division to better support the assigned radars and has
virtually eliminated the deadlins of PP5-5 radars

{5) 25th Infantry Division CMMI Team,

(2) During the quarter, the CMMI Team conducted the following
inspections:
29 CMMI/AGT
17 Courtesy
23 Roadside Spot Check (536 total vehicles inspected)
} Generator Spot Check (52 total generators inspected)
9 Cormand Interest

(1) A staf? study was initiated this quarter to determine an
appropriats command level for the assignment of the CMMI Team, At this
time, the CMMI Team is responsible to both CO, DISCUM and Division G-4.
Lines of responsibility need to be more clearly defined to eliminate the
possibilities of confusion and duplication of effort. The Team composition
was also discussed with emphasis on organization as prescribed by AR 750-8.

(6) The evaluation of 5, 10KW, 60 CY diesel generators initiated
during the preceding period continues, The resuits as reported by the
125th Signal Baitalion are favorable, The generators are performing very well
with 2 minimm of maintenance, The generators have required only 3 or 4
small parts since they were put in use, Reduced fuel consumption, lack

of noise, and minimum maintenance requirements are the most significant
characteristics noted thus far,

(7) A sufficient number of APC's became available during the

reporting period to accomodate a greater percentage of turn-in of high
mileage vehicles, The division density of overmileage APC’s has been
reduced considerably,

(8) Forty sniper rifles, XM21 (ENSURE 240) were received in Oct
69. The IM21 rifle is a modified, "accurized", National Match Grade Mk,
These rifles were incorporated immediately into the division sniper pre-
gram,
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(9) Three Combat Engineer Vehicles were received during the re-
porting period to replace the Mi8A3 tanks presently in use by the Engin-
esr Battalion,

(10) In compliance with Department of the Army guidance the divi-

sion eliminated DA Form 2408-3 from equipment records. Required informa-
tion is now reported using DA Form 2408.7,

H, (C) Revolutionary Development/Pacifications

(1) The goals of the 1969 Pacification and Development plan ars
fast being achisved with the following progress rscorded at the end of
the reporting period in each province of the 25th Infantry Division TAOR:

() Tay Ninh Province.

1, Security gosls have been achieved with over 99 percent of the
335,191 population of Tay Ninh Province living within GVN security in terms
of the Hamlet Evaluation System (HES),

2, Viet Cong Infrastracture (VCI) member elimination goals have
been 90 percent met with the total goal of 480 eliminalions well within
reach by year®s end,

3, Popular Self Defense Force (PSDF) member organization, train-

ing and arming goals have been 100 percent met with 65,000 members organ-
ized, 25,000 trained and 7000 armed,

4, Village elsctions and hamlet elections have been completed

with all villages and hamlets of Tay Ninh Province boasting properly
elected governments.

54 Over 100 percent of the Chieu Hoi Program goal has been
achieved, As of 31 October, 513 ralliers had returned to the GVN,

6. Nearly 100 percent of all in~camp refugees have been re-

settled and 75 percent of those persons in out-of-camp refugee status
have been ramoved from the official refugee status leaving some 1000
persons remaining in that status.

Zs Goals of training villags and hamlet information cadre mem-
bers have been 75 percent achieved with all remaining members currently
in training,

8, Goals in agriculture have been unly 25 percent achisved thus
far but the goal of planting 6000 hectares of IR-8 Hybrid rice may be
nearly met in the upcoming planting season,

(b) Hau Nghia Province.
1, Security goals have been achieved in Hau Nghia Province
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with 90 percent of the 189,834 population living within GVN sscurity in
terms of the HES,

2, VCI elimination goals have been only 50 percent achieved
and considerable effort will have to be expended if the GVN is to meet
a goal of 360 such eliminations in Hau Nghia Province by year's end,

3s PSDF goals have been met with over 25,000 BSDF members
organized, 20,000 trained and 4500 armed,

4, Nearly 100 percent of all villages and hamlets in Hau
Nghia Province have elected governments and all will have them before
year's end,

5s The goal of 825 ralliers under the Chieu Hoi Program has
been exceeded by 100 percent,

6, Nearly 100 percent of all in-camp and out-of-camp persens
in refugee status have been resettled or removed from that status,

2s Goals in the training of village and hamlet information
cadre have been only 50 percent achieved but the remaining 50 percent
of the cadre mey be trained before the year's end,

8, Agricultural goals of planting 2000 hectares of IR-3 hy-
brid rice will be only 50 percent met this year and are only 25 per-
cent achleved thus far,

(¢} Long An Province.

1, Security goels have been 90 percent met with 80 poarcent of

the 369,633 total population living within the GVN security in terms of
the HES,

2, VCI elimination goals have been 75 percent met with a poss-
ibility of achieving the goal of 800 eliminations by year®s end,

3. FSDF goals have been over 100 percent achieved with 45,000
VBDF members organized, 35,000 trained and 7500 armed,

4, Nearly 100 percent of all secure aud contested villages and
hamlets have elected governments with 14 village areas still cansidered
too influenced by the enemy tc hold such elections,

5, Chieu Hol Program goals of 1488 ralliers have beer 135 per-
cent achieved.

6, Nearly 100 percent of &ll in-camp refugees have been re-
settled but 8000 out-of-camp are carried in refugees status. These may
be removed by year®s end.
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Zs Goals in the training of information cadre are 50 percent
achieved and the remaining cadre are currently in training,

8. Nearly 100 percent of the goal of planting 15,000 hectares
of IR~8 hybrid rice has been met.

(2) The MACV Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) remains the principal
means of measuring the progress of pacification within the TAOR, Currently,
the overall US category ratings for the TAOR ares

HAMLET CATEGORY POPULATION PERCENT
A 1 4,788 00.05
B 212 500,979 55.99
c 271 260,730 29.14
i % 56, 574 06.32
E 16 7:355 00,81
v 53 21,855 02,44

Abandoned 9 0 00,00

Non-hamlet ) 47,167 09,27

TOTAL 656 894,658 100,00

The above ratings 1y that, in terms of overall HES security and devel-
opmental scores, 85% of the hamlet population lives within GVK security
and civil development, Approximately 7% of the hamlet popnlation lives
within VC control. Over 5% of the total population does not dwell with-
in properly defined hamlet areas but are scattered in a remote, rural
environment, 35% of the non-hamlet population is considered within GVN
security, 35% is contested and 30% is considered as being under VC con-
trol.

I, (C) Civic Action’

(1) The r=3triction on civic action operations due to the re-
quirements of the V. .lage Self Development Program, which encourages the
GVN to employ its own channels and resources in such operations, has now
resulted in lowering the number of projects initiated by the 25th Infantry
Division on a monthly basis to figure less 10 percent of that six months
ago,

(2) MEDCAPS have continued ncrmally during this reporting peried
with a total of 1100 MEDCAPS conducted during the quarter and 82,500 pa-~
tients treated. This represents a substantial increase over the 685 MED-
CAPS conducted and 54,365 patients treated during the previous reporting
period, The RF/PF and ARVN MEDCAPS havé not been reduced, however a con-
siderable effort has been made to hold small MEDCAPS in remote contested
areas for the purpose of gathering intelligence concerning the enemy,
Hence, the increase in US MEDCAP statistics,

(3) In conjuction with medicsl civic action operations normally
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conducted, a special six week advanced course of medical treatment is be-
ing given RF/PF and Revolutionary Development cadre medics at 12th Bvac-
uation Hospital on a continuing basis,

(4) Construction of civic action projects continued to be re-
duced during the reporting period with only 300 homes repaired to soms de-
%ree. and 3 temples, 1 dispensary and 3 sehools repaired. Two hundred

200) Kilometers of roadway were repaired through engineer efforts.

(5) Distributions were made to Vietnamese civilians in the
following categories and quantities from 1 August 1969 to 31 October 1969s
20,000 board feet of lumber, 900 sheets of tin, 20,000 peunds of cement
and 15,000 pounds of food,

(6) Civic Action Imprest Fund expenditures totaled 1,409,886
$VN for the reporting period,

I, (C) Psychological Operations (PSYOR)s

(1) PSYOP activities were in support of operations conducted in
Tay Ninh, Hau Nghia and Long An Provinces.

(2) A total of 30,240,000 leaflets were disseminated in the Divi-
sion TAOI, Thirty-two leaflets were developed and printed by the ACofS,
G5, while 47 leaflets were developed and produced by the 6th PSIOP Battal-
ion for the Pivision,

(3) During this reporting period, 1,225 hours of air and ground
loudspesker broadcasts were conducted, This represents a 361 hour increase
over the last reporting period,

(4) A total of 1,893 Hoi Chanh rallied to the GVN in the 25th
Infantry Division's TAOY, an increasc of 608 Hoi Chanh over the previous
quarter, The increase in the number of Hoi Chanh can partly be accounted
for by the accelerated pacification campaign currently underway in III
CTZ and partly by the increased emphasis placed on the third party induce-
ment PSISP program in conjunction with an improved face-to-face persuasion
team effort,
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2, Section 2, Lessons Learneds Commanders' Observations, Bvaluations, and
Recormendations. (25th Inf Div ORLL, 1 August - 31 October 1963)

A. PERSONFNEL,
(1) (C) ITEM: Monitoring Casualty Causes.,

() OBSERVATION: A system was needed that would establish and
measure operational casualty experience by cause and trend,

(b) EVALUATION: The causes of casualties were classified into

five different groupings in conjunction with the daily AG casualty print-
out:

L

Booby traps
Mines

Small arms (including automatic weapons and grenades)

S

¥ortars

5, Others (which includes snipers, RBG's, rockets, and friendly
artillery splash,

The percentages of casualties by type are maintained by Divisional
Brigades, the 3rd Bde, Sth Inf Div, ané 25th Infantry Division troops. This
enables commanders and staff to identify and assess the major producers of
their operational casualties, and assisted in planning training programs and
other actions to help reduce casualties from causes such as booby traps and
mines,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATION: That other units use this system to monitor
casualty ceuses and trends,

(2) (U) TPEM: Reenlistment For Technical MOS's Utilized Within The
Supply and Transport Battalion,

(a) OBSERVATION: Recently this command has received a number of

enlisted men who have reenlisted for transportation and supply M0S%°s such
as 63E20 and the 76 series,

(o) EVALGATION: Due to the technical depth of these MU3's a par-
tial tour does not aliow sufficient time for GJT training and therafore no
substantial benefit is realized.

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS:
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L, That steps be taken to preclude reenlistment in such technical
MOS's unless adequate school training is provided or civilian experisnce
verified,

2, That personnel who reenlist for a specific MIS be assigned to
a school upon completion of their tour of duty in Vietnam,

(3) (C) ITEM: Sheridan Qualified 11E's,

{a) OBSERVATION: Only about half of the 1iE's assigned %o the
3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry have previous training on the M551 Sheridan,

(o) EVALUATION: Personnel with previous training on the M551
Sheridan have more confidence in themselves when assigned to the vehicle
and more confidence in the vehicle. Assigning more personnel with prev-
lous training would increase the combat effectiveness of the M551 Sheridan.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: All 11E's erriving in country should be
screened so those with praviocus training on the M551 Sheridan can be as-
signed to units equipped with the vehicle.

B, INTELLIGENCE,
(1) (C) ITEM: Improving Battalion Level Intelligencs.

(a) OBSERVATION: The enemy is currently revising his tactics, mov-
ing avay from his large unit tactlics and relying more on the sapper, guer-
rilla and local force elements. Consequently, maneuver battalions must be-
come capeble of generating operational intelligence through local sources
and agenciss if the enemy is going to be succussfully engsged. Division
will not be capable of supplying timely intelligence on small enemy units
in the same manner as it furnishes reactable intelliigence or the NVA main
forece units,

(b) EVALUATION: To rapidly upgrade the battalion intelligence
effort, an Intelligence Contact Team was established. The team is composed
of G2 and MID personnel qualified in CI/VCI operations, sensors, radar, and
aerial surveillance, and visits each battalion to survey the intelligence
program in actual operation, A report and survey is made with appropriate
recormendations, all of which are within the organic capability of the
survayed battalion to implement. The survey concentrates on strengthening,
or if necessary, developing a battalion collection progran based on proper
utilization of available intelligence assets or» the esteblishment of spe-
cific programs targeted against the small enemy unit and VCI, The Intel-
ligence Conlact Twams were an excellent ald in assisting the maneuver bat-
talicu to develop and maintain an effective intelligence effort.

(¢) RBECOMMENGATION: That Intelligence Contact Teams be used in
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programs to improve battalion level intelligence.

(2) (C) ITEM: Accurate Emplacement Of Aerial Delivered Duffel Bag
Items.

(a) OBSERVATION: A.difficulty associsted with air implaced sen-
gors has been obtaining desired accuracy for deiivery in a predetermined
location, In order to facilitate accuracy of emplacement, a makeshift
bomb sight was drawn on thks chin bubble of the drop helicopter in order
to allow the pilot & point of reference to adjust from, Utilization of
the same pilot remains a key factor in the accuracy of all air delivery
methods, Rnducing the drop altitude to betwsen 250 - 500 feet at 60 knots
also increases the accuracy of the drop {with appropriate gunship cover
this is effectively accomplishel), The single most significant factor in
accurate delivery is prior planning and coordiration. & coordination
meeting prior to the drop to discuss the area and method of operation, drop
aititude, and familiarization with bomb sight, combined with prior aerial
photography coverage of d- ,p locations, alsc will greatly enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the drop,

(b) EVALUATION: Combining the above factors has significantly

increased the accuracy of employment of aerial delivered Duffsl Bag items.
Daring a drop in HW War Zone C using all the fastors mentioned, accuracy

to within 5 - 10 meters of a pre-determined location om the ground was
achleved,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: This procedurs be incorporated in the Stan-

dard Gperating Procedures of all units employing air amplaced Duffel Bag
equipment.

(3} (C) IIEM: Use of PSID's In A Defensive Rols.

(a) OBSERVATION: The requirement for sensor dovices ia FSB/PB
security created the need for experimentation of the Patiel Seismic In-
trusion Detector (PSIDJ in this role. The geophone of the FSID was taped
in an inverted mamner to concertina wire, providing early and accurate
warning of attempted penetration by enemy personnel.

(b) EVALUATION: During initisl expsrimentation the PSID proved
very effective. The normal high sensitivity of the PSID was considerably
reduced using this method, but the reliability to detect movement of
perimeter wire was very high. Three sets of PSID's were used at FB Kotre
for security znd on 13 Sep 69, activations caused by movement of the con-
certina wire not only provided early warning, bu* also the location of
the penetration.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: PSID's should continue to be used in further

84
CONFIDENTIRL



S RTTTOT

PAETR TS

B SXYS

T AR

YT

TR ETT

TR

TR T T

TR i Ly

WA R T FTF

TP TV

Fo M

s Sty

CONFIDENT 13l

experimentation in this role to detect possible sapper attacks on FSB's
and PB's,

@) (C) ITEMs New Enemy Marking For Mine Warning.

(a) OBSERVATION: On one road sweep the sweep team noticed anm
unfamiliar marking., The marking consisted of a circle of rocks inside
a circle scratched on the road. Nearby was a knotted tuft of grass
and an arrow scratched in the rcad. No mine was found, The next day

the markings were gone, but a mine was located where the circle had been,

(b} EVALUATIONs The enemy may be using this system to iden~
tify mines.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That minesweep ueams be alert for further
instances of this pattern,

(5) (C) IIEM:; Intelligence Exploitation Of Children Around Bases.

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit has received knowledge of enemy
activities from children who live in the surrounding areas of the fire
support base, One of our interpreters made visits to areas surrounding
the fire support base and talked with the children in the area who sell
sodas and pick through the trash dump., The visits were made at irregu-
lar intervals and at no time wers the children pressed for information,
During one of these visits, a small boy who tends water buffalo in the
area beside the fire support basa told the interpreter that about 10
individuels (VC), were living about 2 kilometers from the base. After
receiving the same report two days later, we employed US troops in the
area., The search revealed that the enemy had definitely been there, as
fresiily cooked food, assorted clothing, and squipment and cooking u-
tensils were found,

(b} EVALUATIONs The children who habitually stay close to US
basis are familiar with the adjacent area and a potentially useful in-
telligence source,

(¢} RECOMMENDATION:s That units use thair Kit Carson Scouts

and Vistnamese Interpreters to obtain intelligence from the children
who congregate near US bases,.

C. OPERATIONS,
(1) (C) 1ITEMs Placement Of Enemy Land Mines,

(a} OBSERVATION: The ememy places land mines along frequently
used roads to harass and hinder movement, It has been observed recontly
that mines have beon detonated in areas of old pleces of wreckage
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and shrapnel,.

(b} EVALUATION: When engineer road sweep teams obtain a
reading cloge to & plece of discarded track or metal, they assume that
the reading came from the plece of visible metal and by-pass it, When
vehicles pass over this area, they detonate the mine buried near the
Jrackage,

(¢} RECOMMENDATION: That when road sweep taams get a reading
from areas with visible wreckage, they check closely around the wreckage
or remove it if possible, Further, that all vehicles drive around
wrockage cn areas which can be properly swept and declared free of mines.

(2} (C) ITEM: Employment Of Radar With Area Ambushes:

(a) OBSERVATION: Area type ambushes, supplemented with AN/PPS-4
radar set and crew, have besn conducted, The set and crew are heli-
lifted into the company tefore dark and moved into ambush positlon con-
currently with unit ares ambushes, ¥he radar is then employed to de-
tect any movemsnt in the vicinity of the ambush sites..

(b} EVALUATION: The employment of the AN/PPS-4 in an offensive
role with night area ambushes has been proven to be & successful tech-
nique., The AN/PPS-4 has accounted for numerous sightings and on one
occasion, contributed to the elimination of 13 enemy personnel. The
wolght and bulk of the radar set hampsrs movement of the set into po-
sition, Battery life liwmits the continuous use of the radar set.

(¢} RECOMMENDATION: That radar sets be considered for use
with area ambushes, Cecntinuous emphasis should be placed on the care-
ful handling required and the judicious selection of the LZ in relation
to the area of employmont, Sufficient batteries should be provided to
furnish power throughout the night,

{z} (U) ITEM: Tailboom Strikes On Paddy Dikes.,

(a) OBSERVATION: Three tailboom strikes causing incidental
ds age to divisional UH-1H aircraft occurred when the tallboom struck
rice paddy cikes or landing at pick-up zones auring ranger extracticns.

(b) EVALUATIONs After each incident a post in~ident standar-
dizulion check ride was given. Possible improper aviatwsr flight tech-
niques could not be isolated from thesa check rides, An inspection of
the aircraft revealed that in each case the battery was installed in
the aft cabin area causing the center of gravity to be moved further af
On low level rapid deceleration type approaches this condition causes
the tailboom to be approximatsely 2 feet lower than normal, resulting
in the inadvertent tallboom strikes.
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all units utilizing low level ap-
proaches into pick up zones on missions such as ranger extractions
relocate the aircraft battery on the UH-1H to the nose section,

() (U) ITEM: Increased Use Of Fathfinder Teams,

(a) OBSERVATION: Units in forward areas maintaining isolated
bases do not have the experienced nor the trained persomnnsl to rig sling
loads and to prepare and maintain helipads,

(o) EVALUATION: Two man Pathfinder teams can be utilized on a
rotating basis to visit various bases under the direction of ths Brigade

S-3 for the purpose of giving instruction in sling loading procedures,
inspection of rigging equipment, maintenance and police of helipad areas
and loading zones,

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS: That units with Pathfinder resources
establish teams for the purpose of providing rigging instruction: and
aid in the establishment and maintenance of helipads,

(sy (U) ITEM; "Flame Bath®™ Rigging Problems.

(a) OBSERVATION: The sling which is made from 3/4 inch 6,500
pound test manila rope occasionally slips as the load is lifted and the
barrels shift, This has caused the load to come apart on pick up, ig-
niting the trip flares.

(b) EVALUATION: A platform constructed of 2x4's is used to hold
the barrels together for rigging. Eight snap links, FSN 8465-360-0228,
are used to hold the ropes and barrels in place, (1 on esach end of both

bottom barrels and 2 on each end of the top barrel)

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all units involved in rigging "Flame
Bath® loads consider the use of eight snap links for securing the rope
i the barrels,

(6 (C) ITEMs Searching Techniques.

(a) OBSERVATION: When patrols are searching villages, built up
areas, or areas where enemy forces have been sighted ¢r suspected, the

patrol should make & detailed search of the area utilizing iron rods to
probs the ground,

(>} EVALUATION: The technique of using iron rods for probing
has been very successful in locating caches and enemy personnel hiding
underground in bunkers and tumnels.,

{c} RECOMMENDATION: That all units carry iron probing rods
for thorough searching of areas,
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(7} (C) ITEM: Placement Qf Trip Flares,

£2) OBSERVATIOMs It is suspecied that in some instances VC/NVA
scouts observe units setting up their trip flares in their preparation of
the NP,

(b) EVALUTION: Knowing the location of the trip flares aids
enemy sappsr elements attempting to penetrate a night position,

(¢) RECOMMEMDATION: That trip flares be put out simultaneously
with another activity such as the search of the area surrounding the NOP
to prevent enemy observaticn of where the trip flares are emplaced.

(8) (C) ITRM: Use Qf Scout ind Tracker Dogs On Combined Operations.

(a) OBSERVATION: Scout and tracker dogs used an cme combined

operation seemed confused around large numbers of Vietnamese and were of
little use,

(b) EVALUATION: While many things might have affected ths dogs'
performance, they may have been confused by the presence of the Vietnamese.

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS:

1, That the use of scout and tracker dogs in coubined opera-

tions ba further evaluated to determine if the presence af Vistnamese af-
facts thelr performsnce,

2, If so, that the possibility of eliminating the dog®s confusion
in the presence of Vietnamese through further training be investigatied.

(9) (CY ITEM: Establishmont Of Combined Patrol Bases.

(a) OBSERVATION: On 30 August 1969 the 2-14 Inf and the 2nd Bat-
talion, 49th ARVN Regiment established Patrol Base Dong Tien at XT61.5225,
and occupied it with one US company and one ARVN company. Combined opera-
tions wers conducted so that each nf the two companies would have one pis-
toon af the other company with it on daylight operations. In addition,
combined ambushes were sonducted every night, same of which achisved siz-
nificant success, Overall ARVN performance improved considerably, as a
direct result of the combined patrol base,

(b) EVALUATION: Conducting combined operations from a combined
patrol base is a highly effective means of instilling confidence in the
ARVN and increases the combat eifectiveness of their units,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That programs to upgrade ABVN units include
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the establishment of combined patrol bases,
(10) (C) ITEM: Night Attacks On Intelligence Targets.

(a) OBSERVATIONs Surpriss night attacks have been effective
against specific inteliigence targets,

(b) EVALUATION: Eremy security measures are lessened at night.
Wher: intslligence identifies specific targets and sufficient time is pro-
vided for vlanning and reconnaissance (down to platoon level) a night attack
based or surprise and violent coordinsted fire support will norrally suc:eed.

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That, when the nature of the target is sult-
able, units consider uight attacks for engaging specific intelligencs targets.

(11} (Cj) ITEMs Use Of Radar As An Aid To Night Land Navigation,

(a) OBSERVATION: Land navigation at night is difficult., However
radar is effective in determining exact locations of units and patrols and
can be ugsed to direct them to desired locations.

e

(b) EVALUATION: Radar assistance on night land navigatior is a
great zid to the msneuvering element, increases their flexibility, and in-
creases the commander®s contrel,

(¢) RECOMMENMDATION: That units with radar capacity use their
radar to aid units and patrol in night land navigatlom.

T T T

g s caniys

D. ORGANIZATION,

(1 (U) ITEM: Liaison With Supporting Aviatiom Companies,

: (a) OBSERVATION; Proper liaison with supporting aviation com-
4 panies is the key to increased erficiency in logistical helicopter operations.
; (b) EVALUATION:; The additlon of a liaison officer to the DIO Qffice

: from the supporting assault ruppcrt helicopter company has assisted in isprov-
1 ing the CH-47 operations within the Division. This officer conducts base moves
arnd instructs in proper rigging and aircraft capabilities. He also assists in
the scheduling of Divislon missions to insure that maximum utilizatlion is ob-
tained,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: That a fulltime lisiscn cfficer from the support
CH-47 sompany to the Division Transportation Office be assigned in each non-
g airmobile Division,

o o S Ll 3
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E, TRAINING,
(1) (U) ITEM: Material Handling Equipment Meintenance Training,

(a) OBSERVATION; Whdeled vehicle mechanics require additional organi-
zational maintenance training on material handling equipment.

(b) EVALUATION: Inexpsrienced organizational maintenance personnel
wers unable to properly maintain the TO&E material handling equipment at desired
standards, This contributed to an increase in the MHE deadline rate and reduced
the unit's ability to accomplish its assigned mission,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATIONs That action be taken to provide speclalized train-
ing for MHE repalrmen and be assigned a separate MOS as opposed to cross-training
in 1light vehicle mechanic MOS (63B20)

(2) (U) ITEMs Improvement Of "Night Hawk™ Techniques,

(a) OBSERVATIONs The gunner (Mini-gun operator) and the light/NOD
operator require specialized training in order to function as a team and there-
fore increase the effectiveness of the Night Hawk mission.

(b) EVALUATIONs It has been tested and proven that for best results
from the ifight Hawk missions; the gunner and the 1ight operator should werk as a
team and be cross trained on both the mini-gun and the night observation device
(TVS-4), This allows the light/NOD operator and gunner to change positions every
30 to 40 minutes precluding the light/NOD operator becoming eye fatigued due to
eye strain,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATION: To increase effectiveness of the Night Hawk pro-
gram all elements cross train their personnel to operate both the mini-gun and
the TVS-4 night observation device,

(3) (C) ITEMs Searching Techniques,

(a) OBSERVATION: Thorough searching of small, known or suspected en-
emy areas, produces greater success than reconnaissance of large areas,

(b) EVALUATIONs A thorough search of small areas is necessary to dis-
cover well concealed enemy tunnels, Normally the enemy will attempt to hide under-
ground, When discovered in tunnels many enemy soldiers surrender and provide
immediately exploitable information,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: Soldiers should receive practical exercise train-
ing om searching technigues during BCT and AIT to include use of probes, likely
areas for tunmels, and proper methods of clearing a tunnel when it is discovered,

(#) (C) ITEMs Zeroing And Test Firing Of Weapons,
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(a) OBSERVATION: All replacement personnel should be required
to test fire and zero their weapons prior to going on an operation,

(b) EVALUATION:s Personnel demonstrate more confidence if they
are positive of thelr weapons functioning properly.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: Replacement personnel zero and test fire
their weapon prior to an operation,

F. LOGISTICS,

(1) (U) ITEM: Conserving Air Resources And Speeding The Closing Of
A Fire Support Base,

(a) OBSERVATION: The closing of fire support bases in remote lo-
cations usually requires a large amount of blade time for transporting men,
material, and equipment. ¥SB Sedgwick, closed on 17-18 October 1969, was such
a base, Iocated six kilometers from the nearest hard-surfaced road and com-
pletely inaccessible to vehicular traffic during the monsoon season, FSB Sedg-
wick was completsly dependent on aerial resupply. Due to the large number of
air sortiss required to close the base (40 for the Infantry company and 36 for
the Artillery battery), a temporary LZ was established about six kilometers
away near the closest hard- surfaced road, The equipment and material evacu-
ated could then be transfarrsd to vehicular transportation for the remainder
of the trip.

(b) EVALJATION: The procedure described above reduced the blade
time required as well as the time required to close the base, Although closo
coordination between the PZ and the LZ was required, the system worked ex-
tremely well, An additional heavy 1lift capability was required at the LZ to
transfer loads up to 8000 pounds from the ground to the vehicles,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATIONz That an intermediate landing zone be used when
closing fire support bases which require long distance transportation of ma-
terial and equipment, This would reduce the time necosséry to close the base
as well as minimize the helicopter blade time requirements.

(2) (U) ITEMs POL Handling Safety Precautions,
(a) OBSERVATION: This unit has experienced isolated incidents re-
sulting in JP4 fires which could have led to substantial damage tc POL equip-
ment and loss off petroleum products,

(b) EVALUATIONs The major cause of POL {JP4) fires ares

1. Bursting bladders due to rapid deterioration resulting
from climatic conditions present in Vietnam,

2. Shortage of qualified POL handlers.

a
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3. Sparks caused by the starting or restarting of internal com-
bustion engines within the immnediate aree where fuel vapors havs accumulated.

{¢c) RECOMMEDATIONS:

1, That sufficlent bladders be on hand or availabis for immediate
issus from depot stocks to replace the bladders that are comhat losse3s or worn
out through fair wear and tear,

2, That unit.: institute programs to insure adequate instruction
is given to POL replacement personnel to include drivers of 5000 gallon
tankers,

3+ That internal combustion engines never be shut down, started
or restarted in an area where volatile fuel vapors accumlate,

(3) (U) ITEMs Effect Of Climatic Conditions On Storage Areas,

(a) OBSERVATION: The rainy season has caused the rapid deteriora-
tion of paper products, and palletized perishable supplies shipped or stored
in Vietnanm,

(o) EVALUATION: Preliminary investigation shows that the rain is
detrimental tc outside storage to the point that the packing crates often
fall apart under thelr own weight,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That stateside packing he resvaluated to sus-
tain such climatic conditions as are present in the Republic of Vietnam and
more sultable containers be devised to include plastic inserts to provide:
adequate protection from the humidity and rain,

(#) (U) ITEM: Strobe Light Batteries,

(a) OBSERVATION: Strobe 1light batteries (URMIB), are often in
short supply.

(b) EVALUATION: A useful field expedient for scarce strobe light
batteries (4RMIB) was found to be the use of two BA1388 batteries, Plsced
in serles, the two batteries will fit nicely in the battery compartment of a
strobe light, requiring only & small metal nut or washer as a spacer for good
contact, resulting in a long life-reliable field expedient,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION:s This information should be passed on to all
units issued strobe lights of this type.

G. COMMUNICATIONS,
(1) (U) ITEM: Use Of UHF Radio At Brigade TOC,
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{a) OBSERVATION:; During contact with the enemy the unit F¥ com-
mand net becomes cluttered with transmissions rsquired to properly brief
aircraft, This is & particularly time consuming problem when saveral air-

crsft are entering the areca at staggered times and the information Js.
pazsed repetitiously,

(b) EVALUATION: A UEF radio at brigade TOC would enable the
brigade to brief airoraft commanders on the tactical situation, pass ar-
tillery sir data, assign an orbit altitude and position and pass the call
sign of the persor. in command. This eliminates excessive traffic on the
unit command net and allows the unit®s commander to position bis forces and
direct the greund action without interference. Once aircruift have been
briefed;, the aircraft are then tumed over to the tactical unit commander
for specific targets. This radio can be used for f1light following when air

assets are shifted throughout the brigade AD from unit to unit; it provides
more flexibility in the brigade commnicatlons system.

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That each brigade bs authorized a UHF radio
for purpcses of ailrcraft control,

(z) (C) ITEM:; FM Communication From Commard and Control Beliscpters.

{2). OBSERVATION: In many C & C helicopters tha FM commnication
system often fails, and the PRC-25 radio sometimes carried by the T & C
party has bscoms the primary means of communication with the ground elements.

(b) BVALUATION: Continuous communication with the ground elements
is essentizl to the effectiveness of a € & C helicopter,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That all C & C groups carry a PRC-25 as a
back-up system to the ship’s console,

B, MATERIEL.
€1} (U) ITEM: M550 Sheriden Dbadline Rate,

(2) OGBSERVATION: Repair part control procedures raise the deadline
rate for M55l Sheridans,

(b) EVALUATION: The primary cause for the recent (Sep 69} nigh dead-
line rate for the M551 vehicle was accelerated wear of sprockets, It was not
determimsable at Division level if this was a materiel failure, an expected re-
sult of the rainy season environment, ur both, 4 major contributing factor to
the generalized M551 maintenance preblem was strict centrallzed monagement of
repair parts imposed by General Support Units, Certain critical repalr parts
on hand are not releassd ts D3U°s until deadline conditions exist. This im-
creased the controlled cannibalization requirement. and the frequency of expe-

dited convoy 1uns from the DSU to supporting depots in an effort ta keep dead-
line rates within reason,
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(c) RECOMMENDATTION: That the supporting ISU receive fill or high
priority requisitions and that at least part of the oritical stockage of
Sheridan repair parts be decentralized to the field in order to provide fast-
or service, This would preclude vehicies being reported desadlined for 2 to
3 daye even though parts are on hand in the depot.

(27 (U) ITEM: Repair Pirts For Non-Standard Items,

(2} OBSERVATION: In March 1969 Honda Motor Bikes were fielded for
usa in the 1lst Brigade. The initial procurement made no provision for repair
pars and conssquently 7 of the 12 have since been deadlined for parts. The
725th Maintsnance Battalion attempted to procure repair parts locally; how-
ever, since the Honda: motor bikes were 90 cubic centimsters (cc) displace-

want models, they exceeded the 50 cc limit authorized under Vistnamese law.
No parts could be obtained loecally and the problem of procurement was re-
ferred to USARV G-4, Furis are being procured by the Non-standard Bquip-
ment Branch of the Inventory Control Center 1lst Log Cormand, It was nec-
essary for the lst Log Command to send an individual to Japan for the
specific purpose of obtaining repair parts,

(b} EVALUATION: Non-standard items cannot be effectively main-
tained if repair parts are available only after great delay.

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That the initial procurement of non-standard
items include repalr parts necessary to sustain the item during its ini-
tial period of operation and that a maintenancs support plan be established
and coordinated with the maintenance battalion prior to procurement.

(3} (U} ITEMy Metallic Detecting Devices.

(a) QBSERVATION:s Current Army inventory mine detectors are cum-
bersome when carried on airmobile and water-borne operations.

(b) EVALUATION: During water-borne =nd airmobile operations, this
unit used a metal detection device currently in the US Havy inventory. It
is lightweight, easy to carry and has proven very effective in locating

mines, booby traps and caches, An infantryman can be trained to be an opera-
tor of this device in one day,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the Navy's Qrdnance Locator, MKL5,
Model D - Sperry Rand Mamual Systems Division, be included in the Army in-
ventory,
(4} (U) ITEMs UH-1C Fuel Control Bellcrank Bolts.

(a). OBSERVATIONs The last 4 UH-1C's received by this unit from
rebuild had the bolts on the fuel control bellcrank on the engine mount im-
prorsrly installed,

(b) BVALUATIONs Improper installation of bolts on the fuel control
Ger
CONFIDENTIAL



AVITAS

TR AR T T T

CONEIDENTIAL

bellerank on the engine mount causes the bolt to bend on the engine cowl-
ing resulting in a binding throttle,

(e) RECOMMENDATION: Technical inspectors should consult the

appropriate -20 manual and inspect fuel control bellcranks for propsr
installation of bolts on all rebuilt UH-1C aircraft,

(8} (U) ITEM: Desirebility Of 4 Rotary Tiller When Using Lime
For Soil Stabilization,

(a) OBSERVATION: This unit has found the use of lime on wet
soil to be a good stabilizer.

(b) EVALUATIONs To make the use of lims more efilsctive a ro-
tary tiller is needed, Mixing the lime with the soil by band is 1 slow
and very difficult task, Rotary tillers would make a more uniform wix-
ture of soil and lime and reduce time and manpowsr needed for hand mix~
ing,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That a rotary tiller be made available
for use by engineer units operating in wet areas,

(6) (C) ITEM: Mobility Of The M551 Sheridan,

{a) OBSERVATION: Though more mobile than the M434A3 in mddy
terrain the M551 Sheridan is less mobile than the M1134l,

(b) EVALUATION: A track with increased traction would increase
the mobility of the M551 in mddy terrain,

(¢) RECOMMENDATION: M551 track design be improved to provide
more traction in md,

I, OTHER.

(1) (U) ITEM: Ths Issuance Of Distinotive Itsms Of Clothing
To The Civilian Population,

(a) OBSERVATION: During this reporting period large quan-
tities of distinctive items of clothing such as children®s GVN baseball
caps, Chieu Hoi T-shirts, etc. were distributed to the civilisn popula-
tion, The purpose was to develop a feeling of nationalism and to publi-
cize the Chieu Hoi Program, The items wers issued and gladly accepted by
the peaple who quickly sold them to U3 troops es souvenirs.

(b) EVALGATION: As both a PSYOF and civic action effort, the
project was a failure,

(¢c) RECOMMENDATIONs That future programs of this type be dis-
contimied and that money budgeted for this type of effort be programmed

»
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for support of recognized patriotic youth organizations such as the
Vistnamese Boy Scouts.

(2) (U} TTEM: Backfilling OF Vells At Fire Support Basss,

(a) OBSERVATIVA: The use of soil as a backfill for newly dug

wolls is undesirable since ths s0il clouds and makes the water rmddy for
days and somstimes weeks,

(b) EVALUATION: Laterite and soil should not be used as baclk-
£111 for new wells,

(¢} RECOMMENDATION: That washed crusher rock be used as a

backfill arownd newly dug wells, cor if rock is unavailable no backfill at
all be placed around the wells.

(3) (U) ITRM: VEICAP,

(2) OBSERVATION: The success of MEDCAP has been firmly estab-

lished., However, treatment and preventive medicine services for domestic
animals have been laclkdng,

(b) EVALUATION: Recently initiated by the 4th Bn (M}, 234 Inf
was VETCA®, a program of veterinary assistance by qualified persomnel
for domestis animals helonging to the local populace, In addition to the

civic sction value of such & project, tactical intelligence of local en-
omy activity can be obtained, VEICAF can be conducted in the same manner
or in conjunction with conventional MBDCAP operations,

{c) RECOMMENDATION: That MEDCAP operations be extended, where

qualifisd veterinary persomnel are available, to include services for
domestic animals,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Zuw

JAMES M, CONNELL
Colonsl, G3
Chief Of Staff

-DISTRIBUTION:
4 - CG, II FFV, ATTN: AVVBC-RE-H

3 - CG, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-(DST)
2 - CG, USARPAC, ATTN: GPOP-DT
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AVFBC-RE-H (1 Nov 69) 1st Ind

SUBJECTt Operational Report - lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFCR-65 (R2)

Di, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96206 © DEL1963

THRU: Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), AFO 96374

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPUP-DT, APO 96558

T0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquerters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -

Iessons learned of the 25th Infantry Division for the period ending 31
October 1969, with the following comments,

a. Reference paragraph 1D (9)(g), page 63: last sentence should read:
0. 1 November...in support of the Central Highway and Waterway Committee
(CENCOM) lines of communication program.

b. Reference paragraph 2D(4), page 90: 4Appendix VI, Replacement Train-
ing, USARV Regulation 350-1, 10 November 1969, states that all replacement

persomel will fire familiarization and zero assigned weapons within 7 deys
of agsignment. The unit has been notified.,

FCR THE CQMANDER:

B. G.\MA
”__T? /:\GC
Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECY: Qperationzl Report-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R2)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 o7 JAN 197p

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-IT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 O.tober 1969 from Headquarters,
25th Infantry Division and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2. (C) Comments follow:

a, (U) Reference item concerning "Monitoring Casualty Causes", page
82, paragraph 2A(1); concur. System employed by the 25th Inf Division to
monitor and measure t{he causes and trends of operational casualties is
feasible and considered appropriately performed at that level of command.
Data obtained can be usefully employed by the Division G-3 and would be
more timely and meaningful if collected and analyzed at that level, Exist-
ing deficiencies can be quickly diagnosed and training initiated to cor-
rect them through the decentralized system employed by the Division.

b. (U) Reference item ccncerning "Reenlistment for Technical MOS's
Utilized Within the Supply and Transport Battalion", page 82, paragraph
24(2); nonconcur., An individual enlisting/reeenlisting for an Army Career
Group Option is in no way promised an assignment to any specific MOS with-
in that paiticular career group. The technical depth cf ACG 63 and ACG 76
i3 recognized; however, there are numerous positions within these ACGs in
which personnel can be effectively utilized in an OJT status. Reenlist-
ment for OJT in an ACG is an option authorized by DA and, providing an
individual is otherwise qualified, no authority exdsta to preclude enliat-
ment in any career group. It i1s recognized that persocinel assignea in an
OJT status are of limited value to the unit., However, the individual, and
the skills he acquires during this period, will be retained in the service
and will be of long range benefit to the Army as a whole, Assigning person-
nel who reenliat for a specific MOS to a school upon completion of their
tour in Vietnam is not favorably considered. In almost all cases the neces-
sary skills can be acquired by OJT and formal schooling is not required,

c.. (U) Reference item concerning "Sheridan Qualified 11E's", page
83, paragraph 2A(3); concur. All 11E personrel arriving in Vietnam are
screened to identify those individuals trained on the M551 Sheridan.
Individuals so identified are equitably distributed to units equipptu
with these vehicles., Unfortunately, the number of Sheridan trained
replacements received is not sufficient to meet all requirements and
other regularly trained 11E personnel are 2ssigned for OJT to fill the
requirsment,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL 000 Dik 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

d, (C) Refarence item concernin§ "Improving Battalion Level
Intelligence", page 83, paragraph 2B(1); concur. The use c¢f this con-
cept for improving battalion intelligence collection is particulary
applicable to units involved in the pacification program. The use of
any aid which benefits a commander in the assimilation of intelligence
and in the proper utilization of all available intelligence sources is
encouraged by this headguarters.

e, (C) Reference item concerning "Accurate Emplacement of Aerial
Delivered Duffel Bag Items", page 84, paragraph 2B(2); concur. However,
con<ideration must be given to the enemy situation and capabilities
within the drop srea when flying s\ an altitude between 250-500 feet
at a speed of 60 knots, Bven with gunship cover, this altitude and
speed offer a lucrative target for all types of enemy fire. Prior
planning, coordination and exper.enced pidbdbs are significant factors
in the accomplishment of an accurate emplacement of aerial delivered
sensors, Rehearsals of the mission in a safe area atso contribute
significantly to the accomplishment of the mission. Employing unite
should also be famillar with factory suggested ballistics tables when
determininrg drop altitude and speed for the various types of air
delivered sensors.

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of PSID's In a Defensive
Role", page 84, paragraph 2B(3}]; concur, Vibrations from artillery,
generators and low flying aircraft may cause false activations if the
PSID is ground emplaced., Consideratior should be given to the use of
line sensors in 4 defonsive position as well as the use of PSIDs.

g, (V) re®orey : item concerning "New Marking for Mine Warning",
page 85, parzgzospn 28(4); comcur. This hsadquarters encowrages the
videst dissemin.'isa of information regarding enemy practices and pro-
cedures, This item will be considered for inclusion in the Combat
Intelligence Lessons (CIL).

h. (U) Reference item concerning "Placement of Enemy Land Mines",
page 85; paragraph 2C(1); concur, Visible wreckage should be regarded
as either booby trapped or mined and troops should be cautious around
such wreckage.

i. (U) Referencs item concerning "Employment of Radar With Area
Ambushes", page 86, paragraph 2C(2); concur, Use of the AN/PPS-4 radar
in area ambushes to detect enemy movement is excellent. Sufficient bat-
teries to sustain at least 12 hours operation should be immediately

available,
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOE-65 (R2)

jo (U) Reference item concerning "Tailboom Strikes on Paddy Dikes",
page 86, paragraph 2C(3); nonconcur. TM 55-1520-210~20, paragraph 12-119,
specifies that the battery location is dependent on the mission. The bat-
tery location is of primary consideration when determining the weight and
balance data for the particular mission. The recommendation that all
units utilizing low level approaches into pick-up zones relocate the air-
craft battery to the nose location does not have universal application.
The technique for low level flares used by the .viators at the time of
the incident should be reviewed,

k, (U) Reference item concerning "Flame Bath Rigging Problems",
page 87, paragraph 2C(5): ACTIV has been tasked to evaluate 'Flame Bath"
Operations, to include rigging. Until the ACTIV evaluation is completed,
USARV is not in a position to recommend the best rigging procedures for
thess opcrations,

1. (C) Reference item concerning "Searching Technigues", page 87,
paragraph 2C(6); concur. Some sort of probing tool should bs carried by
combat units to search for possible underground caches or hiding places.

m. (C) Reference item concerning "Use of Scout and Tracker Dogs
on Combined Operations", page 88, paragraph 2C(8); concur. Scout and
Tracker dogs are trained to seek out Vietnamese, Thus in combined oper-
ations where Vietnamese are near the dogs, the effectiveness of the dogs
would be greatly reduced, The Dog Training Detachment will attempt to
determine a solution to the problem.

n. (U) Reference item concerning "Establishment of Combined Patrol
Bases", page 88, paragraph 2C(9); concur. Establishment of a combined
US/ARVN patrol base from which joint operations are conducted will greatly
increase the effectiveness of the ARVN Forces.

o, (U) Reference item concerning "Liaison with Supporting Aviation
Companies", page 89, paragraph 2D(1); nonconcur. The Division Aviation
Officer and his staff have the regponsibility te insure the maximum uti-
lization of aassets, When large lifts are being planned, it may be ex-
tremely useful to representatives from the aviation un®t{s) involved in
the 1ift to assist in the planning to assure the maximum utilization of
the aviation assets, Normally the lifted unit S-4 is the key man in
planning for moves., He muet be throughly familiar with the aircraft
capabilities to program and plan for the exact number of sorties neces-
sary to accomplish the task.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 69) 24 Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Divislon,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-§5 (R2)

p. (U) Reference item concerning "Material Handling Equipament
Maintenance Training", page 90, paragraph 2E(1); concur. More spe-
cialized training in MHE would enhance operational readiness. Recom~
mend that CONARC review the MHE maintenance training to determine

whether a separate MOS is more ‘desirable thwmabroadened scope of train-
ing for MOS 63B20.

q. (C) Reference item concerning "Searching Techniques", page
90, paragraph 2E(3): Concur in that soldiers should receive practical
exercise training on searching techaniques; however, it should be con-
ducted at the Division Replacement Training Centers. This type of
training is not applicable to all personnel going through BCT and AIT.

r. (U) Refersnce item concerning "Zeroing and Test Firing of

Weapons", page 90, paragraph 2E(4) and 1st Indorsement, paragraph b;
concur with ist Indorsement.

s. (U) Referencs item concerning "Conserving Air Resources and
Speeding ths Closing of & Fire Support Base", page 91, paragraph 2F(1);
coreur, Tha estabiishment of an intermediate LZ and subsequent use of
vehicular transportation to remove equipment and personnel from a fire
support base 10 reduce the amount of blade time required is acceptable.

t. {(U) Reference item concerning "POL Handling Safety Precautions",
page 91, paragraph 2F(2); concur. ICCV makes every effort to maintain an
adequate stock of 10,000 gallon POL bladders in the depot system. Unpre-
dictable demands and sporadic availability of these items from dut-of-
country sources cause stocks on hand to be depleted at times. Units should
institute programs to insure that adequate instruction is given to re-
placement POL personnel, It is a command responsibility to assure that
&1l personnel are properly trained to accomplish their jobs, It is a
matter of doctrine that pumps and other items of equipment should not be
located in depressions in the ground or other areas where vapors would
tend to accumulate,

u., (U) Reference item concerning "Effect of Climatic Conditions
on Storage Areas", page 92, paragraph 2F(3); concur, The recommendation
is now in effect, AR 700-58 prescribes the system for reporting indivi-
dual packaging deficiencies at the time they are noted. TheRCS AMS-199
Report (Unitization and Packing of SEA Shipments) submitted quarterly by
this headquarte»s to AMC is used to report general packaging deficiencies
such as the or; cited in this ORLL. The two reporting means have resulted
in changes to applicable Military Standards and revision of AMCR 746-8
(Preparation of Shipments for Southeast Asia) with resulting improvements
in packaging of items for SEA shipment.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGC-DST (1 Kov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Divisiomg
Period Ending 31 October1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R2)

v. (U) Refersnce item concerning "UHF Radio at Brigade TOC", page
92, paragraph 2G(1); concur. Each brigade is already authorized an
AN/VRC-2k radio, which is designed specifically for aircraft control.

w. (C) Reference item concerning "FM Communicstions from Command
and Control Helicopters", page 93, paragraph 2G{(2); concur. The Coamand
and Control party can carry a PRC-25 and use this as a back up system
when the helicopter WM communications fail,

Xx. (U) Reference item concerning ¥Mfi! Sheridan Deadline Rate",
page 93, paragraph 2H(1); nonconcur. DSU £ill and decentralization of
Sheridan repair parts to the field is desirable, but not feasible due
to the shortages of critical rapair parte in USARV. 1Issues of controlled
parts are made oniy against bona fide deadlines as reflected on the dead-
line report. ICCV has taken action to raise requisitioning objectives to
support the M5571;, however many of the items are not being received. Recom~
mend further consideration by AMC to provide a required stockage of Sheridan
repair parts to USARY.

y. (U) Reference item concerning "Repair Parts for Non-Standard
Items", page 94, paragraph 2H(2); coneur. Originators of requests for
non-standard items must include a list of repair parts IAW USARV Reg
715-1, The 25th Divisicn, which originated the request for Hondas, was
advised as to the proper procedures to use in future requests for non-
standard items, Local procurement in Japan has solved this problem.

z. (U) Reference item concerning ™etallic Dectecting Devises®,
page 94, paragraph 2H(3); concur, The Army zhould continue to evaluste
new equipment to provide the best possible mine detecting devices.
Eighty-eight MK15 Ordanance Locators are being procured under ENSURE 238
for evaluation by USARV units,

aa, (U) Reference item concerning "UH~1C Fuel Control Bellerank
Bolts", page 94, paragraph 2H(4); concur, Investigation revealed that
only one incident occured versus the four reported. No other units have
reported similar incidents, therefore this is considered to be an isolated
incident.

ab, (U) Reference item concerning "Desirability of & Rot Tiller
When Using Lime for Soil Stabilization", page 95, paragraph 2H(5); concur.
The use of rotary tillers to prepare the soll stabiliization mixed with
lime is a proven technique. Rotary tillera are available in the Army Sup-
ply System and are issued upon TOE/MTOE/TDA/MTDA authorization either to
units or Class IV Equipment Pools,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVHGC-DST (1 Nov 69) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Repert-Lessons Learned, 25th Infantry Division,
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

ac, (U) Reference item concerning "Mobility of the M55%1 Sheridan",
page 95, paragraph 2H(6); corcur, There is no record of any previous
complaint from users of the M551 Sheridan as to its mobility in mud.
Tests in Panama, in an environment similar to Vietnam, concluded thsat
the M551 was at least equal in mobility characteristics to the M113 APC,
It is recommended that further action on this item be deferred until
the 25th Inf Div provides amplification on their complaint. Mobility in
mud is a complex function of vehicle ground pressure, track width and
design, vehicle power, driver skill, and other variables, For that reason,
it is recommended that amplified comments from users be provided to USAMC
for appropriate action.

ad, (U) Reference item concerning"The Issuance of Distinctive Items
of Clothing to the Civilian Population", page 95, paragraph 2I(1); non-
concur. Prior planning ks a necessary and essential part of civic action
and PSYOP work in RVN. In regard to this recommendation, coordination
with and cooperation of GVN officials are necessary. This program has to
be part of an overall PSYOP program to gain the desired results. It is
also recommended that the local commanders institute a program for inform-
ing the troops about the program, so they will not purchase back the items.

ae. (U) Reference item concerning "VETCAP", page 96, paragraph 2I(3);
concur. The use of VETCAPS can be of great value, HQ, USARV Veterinarian's
Office presently has a VETCAP Program implemented. Through coordination of
MACCORDS and GVN channels, VETCAPS are carried out in conjunction with
local Vietnamese personnel.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

§ . :TJ/:{;:/—;’_///.ZJ

3 L. D. MURRAYJ

] e

E Cy furn: CPT, AGC -
3 25th Inf Div Assistant Adjutar

s 11 FFV
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GPOP-DT (1 Nov 69) 34 Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 25th Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO Ser Francisco 96558 17 FEB 1370

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

ALY % 97/4/

D. A. TUCKER
CPT, AGC

Acst £
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TROOP LIST
25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
1 AUGUST - 31 OCTOBER 1969

I. QFGANIC

a, Command & Control klements
IHC, 25th Tnf Miv
HHC, 1st Brigade
HHC, 2nd Brigade
HHC, 3rd Brigade

b, Combat
3rd Sqdn, 4th Cav

¢, Combat Support Elements

BHB, 25th Inf Div Arty
ist Bn, 8th Arty

7tn Bn, ilth Arty

3rd Bn, 13th Arty

2nd Bn, 77th Arty

25th MP Company

25th Aviation Battalion
65th Engineer Battalion
125¢th Sigmal Battalicn

d. Combat Servics Support Elements
HHC & Band, 25th Div Spt Cmd
25th Admin Compeny
25th Med Battalion
25th S&T Battalion
725th Maint Battalion

II, ASSIGNYD AUTHORITY
a, Command & Coritrol Elements - None

b. Combat Elements ..
1st Bn, 5th Taf (Mech)
4th Bn, 9th In?
2nd- Bn, 12th ing
2nd Bn, l4th Ing
21d Bn, 22ud3 Tnf (Mech)
3rd Bn, 2214 Inf
ith Bn, 23rd Inf (Mech)
1st Bn, 27th Inf
znd Bn, 27¢h: Inf
2nd Bn, Wtk Armor (-) USARV GO 5063 3. et 6%

Ineleosuroe L 108
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IT, ASSIGNED (Cont)

Co B attached to 1lst Inf Div
Co C attached to 1st Bde, 5th Div (Mech)
Co F, 75th Inf (Ranger)

¢, Combat Sapport Elements
9th Chemical Det
38th Inf P1t (Scout Dog)
4ith Inf P1t (Scout Dog)
L6th Inf Plt (Scout Dog)
66th Inf P1t (Combat Tracker)
265th FA Arty Det (Radar)

d. Combat Service Support Elements
15th Fublic Information Detachment
18th Military History Detachment
20th Fublic Infermation Detachment
25th Military Intelligence Detachment

T:1, ATTACHED
2, Command & Control Eiements ~ None
b, Combat Elements -~ None

¢, Combat Support Elements
Btry B, 5th Bn, 2nd Arty
Btry I, 29th Arty (1L rit)
Lhth EOD Det
159th Med Det, Helicopter Ambulance
258th FA Det (Radar-CM)
1st Avn Det
362nd Avn Det

d. Combat Service Support Elements
5th Weather Sqdn Det (USAF)
20th Freventive Med Det
40th MED Det
390th Quartermaster Det (Petroleum)
USA Special Security Det
372nd Radio Research Co

1V, OPERATIONAL CONTROL

3rd Bde, 9th Inf Iiv
V, DIRECT SUPPORT

Lth Med Det
Co B, 86th Signal Battalion

53rd Signal Det
106

Inel 1

AUTHORITY

USARV GO 3502 15 Sep 69
"W 1836 21 May 69
" " 557 17 Feb 69

USARV GO 503 4 Feb 68
noow o 5ip3 ol Oet 67
"oow 5he3 ol Uet 67
m w913 15 Feb 68

821 21 Feb 68

noom o 142 22 Apr 69

4

USARV GG 503 4 Feb 68
" " "

" " @
n n " LLJ 1® "
" 1] n " " "

USARV GO 1357 10 Apr 67
now 5121 4 Nov 68
"o 426310 Sep 68
noow 93] 16 Mar 69
"% 1268 11 Apr 69

USARV GO 1122 1 Apr 69
no W 4ol 9 Oct 68
noon 5166 9 Get 67
nom 2406 23 et 67
" w182 3 Sep 68
RN 2433 6 Jul 69

LOCATTON

Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
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IV, DIRECT SUPPORT (Cont)

61st Trans Det

HQ Co, 86th Signal Bn, Support
94th Maint Co, Support
116th Assault Helicopter Co
2A42nd Assault Helicopter Co
277th Resu Bn, Service
a&d Sig end

325th Weathar Det

501st Land Clearing Co
578th Sig Co, Support
587th Sig Co, Support

V. GENERAL SUPPORT

Inel 1

8th Aerial Port Sgdn

12th Med Hospital &vac

HQ & Btry A, 6th Bn, 15th Arty
20th TC Co, Aircraft

45th Sugr MA (MUST)

269th Avn Bn, Assault Helicopter

362nd Engr Co

515th Engr Plt, Asphalt Construction

55%4th Engr Bn, Construction
588th Engr Bn, Combat, Co C

107

LOCATION

Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN

Cu Chi, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVN
Cu Chi, RVN
Ca Chi, RVN
Tay Ninh, RVA
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DEPAVIMENT O IHo ARMY
HeADQUALTHAS 25Td LrhrTRY DIVISICH

4PO San Francisco 96225

AVDCCS 6 October 1969

SUBJECT: Commander's Combat llote ~ The bushmestcer Opcration

SEE DISTRIBUTION

It is ny view that we arc not making the most of our ambush opportunities
at night. A technique that I have found very successful is the bushmaster.
I realize that some of you use similar tecimiques. In tine inclosurc are
outlined the basic principles, I desire that each battalion ccemmander have
one or more companies experirent with this technique within his assigned
area of operations. /// TN

L.
r} / /
/‘, }//(.//1 A r'. Xl}’

1 Incl 7" /HARRIS W, HOLLIS Ja
The Bushmaster Operation / /i Mojor General, USA \‘

Commanding

DISTRIBUTION
A; plus 3rd Bde,
9th Inf Div (10 cys)

Regraded UNCLAS when separated
from classified inclosures
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Incl 2 EONF!DE}VT,AL
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LONFIDE NTIAL

Commander!s Combat Note - The Bushmaster Operation

1. (C) The first step is to choose an arez of operations (AO) besed on
valid intelligence (i.e., PG4 interrogations, previous operations, observed
trall activity, agent reports, radar sitings, etc,)s The area faor an ine
fantry company may cover two to four grid squares (even more) and may be

of any shape, The Bushmaster £ may be inserted by airmobile means, may
walk in or be hauled in, It may be inserted directly into the AO or by
whatever method that is best suited to the situation at hand and the skill
of the force. Once in the A0 a small commend group sets up a clandestine
command post (CP), The platoons move out from the CP and usuaiiy fragment
into smaller ambush patrols. A detailed map study ard careful use of
troops allows a campany commender to configure his AO with AP's interdicte
ing the most likely routes of movement, including waterways where appro-
priate. This configuration is maintained throughout the first night and
the next day. The maximum number of persomnel should be sllowed to rest
dur% the hours of duylicht. dJust before or at dusk the following night,
all 8 disperse to alternate locations to increase coverage of the AO,
The following morning, approximately 38 hours after insertion, the bush-
master operation should end. Airmobile assets may be used to exiract the
unit or the unit mey conduct a reconnaissance on multiple axes enroute to
its base.

2, (C) A successful Busmmaster depends on several factors, A clendestine
introduction into the AO is of critical importauce. The skills of the
individual soldier, decentralized control and thorough briefings by conmens
ders down to the last private are absolutely essential., Small ambushes
must be located so as to complement and reinforce several adjacent posie
tions, and a properly placed portable rador can provide criticel information.
The basic principles of ambush must be used and forcefully applied: cover
and concealment, ability to stay alert during the hours of darkness (by
enforced rest during day), and the positioning of all available weapons
must be planned and aggressively executed. Indirect fire weapons must be
closely coordinated since many small units will be located throughout the
A0,

3. (C) Bushmasters can have a devastating effect on any enemy movement of
supplies and troops. dowever, the operation is only as good as the ine
telligence upon which 1t is based and the competence of the leaders who
exscute it,

bhe {(C) A unit that specislizes in Bushmaster techniques and perfects it
to a high military art can expect productive results,

Dovmgraded at 3 year intervals;
Declassifiec after 12 years
DOD DIR 5200,10

Inel L to Incl 2 CONFIDENTIAL
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FOR OFFICIAL U= onLY

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 25th Infantry Divisiom
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCCG 7 October 1969

SUBJECT: Commander's Combat Note - Sniper Techniques
SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, In taking a look at our sniper program at this juncture, I had the
performance of a recent day of sniper employment profiled to see how each
was being employed. I discovered that over half of the snipers in this
division were being employed from towers in the vicinity of fire support
bases, Although this may have been a profitable way of employing snipers
at one point in time, I am of the view that the enemy has now accommodated
to a sniper's presence in certain of our towers, and has adapted his move-
ments to avoid us,

2, Wiile there is a need to cover fire base defenses with observed iire,
T think thai these defenses can be covered by a rifleman, as opposed

to a sniper, and thereby the sniper might be put to better and more imagin-
ative use,

3, Moreover, I do not get the feeling that each battalion commander jm
this division is personally supervising, on a centralized basis, the sniper
assets that he has, I say this as a broad observation, recognizing that

in a number of instances battalion commanders ars doing just this, I would
1ike to see all ba“talion commanders intensively managing their sniper pre-
grams, epplying imaginstive approaches, avoiding stereotypes as they become
unproductive, and raintaining an experimental attitude toward the entire
program,

4, I believe that our gr-wing sniper capability can conclusively demonstrate
its significant worth to us as we attempt to accomplish our mission, I

have enclosed some general thoughts on snipers which I commend to each
commander, These should not be considered as any final answer, There are
many avenues to explors and we all should proceed to explore them, posthaste,

s/ Harris W, Hollis

1 Incl t/ HARRIS W. HOLLIS

as Maior General, USA
Commanding
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A DESIRED SNIPER PROGRAM
WITHIN THK 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION

1. ORGANIZATION:s Six snipers should be assigned to each battalion headquarters
and headquarters company and four at each brigade headquarters. It is essen-
Lial that snipsr employment be planned and controlled no lower than battalion
level, by the commander,

2, SOME SUGGESTED INITIA!, METHODS OF EMPLOYMEN™;

2, Ambush Patrols: Placing snipers with ambush patrols is & most
successful method of employment, Two techniques can be used extensively:
1) The sniper team accompanies a platoon on an ambush, 2) The sniper team,
with a security element of five tc sight men, establishes an sabush/sniper
position,

(1) when employed with a platoon ambush, the sniper team remains close
to the platoon commend post, Vhon an element of the platoon observes enemy
activity, the snipers are alertsd to that location, The sniners engage se-
lectively at night with the starlight scope or with the ART scope during
daylight, 1t there is but one Viet Cong in the area,'he is taken unier
fire by & snipor, In this way the ambush position and location of suto-
matic weapons are not compromised, Snipers with suppressors can engage at
will without compromising the ambush position, When a group of Viet Cong
sapproach the killing zone, the snipers engage the Viet Cong leaders and
radio operators while other members of the platuon fire into the genersl
kill zone. Another technique which has been successful in an ambush is
that of having the snipers fire tracers to mark the flanks of an enemy
force which has approached the position in an area other than the specified
kill zone, Snipers are also used to engage Viet Cong who probe the ambush
site, attempting to incite the ambush to fire prematurely, thus disclosing
automatic weapons positions and detonating its claymores.

(2) The second syccessful msthod of employment has been that of placing
a sniper team and a five-to-eight man security element in a carefully so-
lected -aiper/ambush position, The general area is selacted by the battalion
commander who considers the enemy activity in the area and the advice of the
sniper team, The team is moved to a company forward position whers it is
Joined by the security element, The security element is equipped with Mi6's,
M79's, and an AN/PRC-25 radio, The sniper/ambush position is ocoupied just
prior to dark, The locatic. is selected to provide maximum range of fires
and 1s located within a reasonable distance from a friendly unit., The snipers
mairtain a continuous surveillance of the area, Eye fatigue at night is
minimized by having the snipers altemsate the use of the starlight scope
throughout the night, The M79 is an especially useful weapon at & sniper/
ambush position, Viet Cong frequently have been otserved in a tree line
or in a vegetated area wherein a shot is not possible due to a low light
level, By directing M79 fire into the area, *he Viet Cong, on several occasions,
have bean forced to move and expose themselves to sniper fire..

b, Stay-Behinds: Snipers, having long range fire capability, are ex-
tremely effective in engaging Viet Cony who follow a unit as it moves from
one location to another, A sniper team with a 5-8 man security eiement is

FOR OFFICIAL (5= ONLY
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selected to provide long range observation of the routs over which the unit
has traveled., Snipers with their telescope sights are able to engage the
Viet Cong at ranges out to 900 meters, At extrems ranges, the Viet Cong
frequently are not cautious about their cover and concealment, Thus, they
present excellent tavgets for the sniper teanm,

¢, Off-Set:

(1) A xenon search light has been used to covertly illuminate an
area with pink light, The starlight scope is sensitive to a portion of the
infrared band that is pink and near the visible light portion of the spec-
trum, By using a pink filter on & xenon search light an area can bs
I1luminated with invisible light that registers in the starlight scope,
This phenomens has bsen used succezsfully in two types of sniper activity:
berm security and ambush operations,

(2) Successful ambushes have been conducted by placing a searchlight
equipped 4 ton vehicle 1200 %o 1500 meters from a road intersection, Snipers
oquipped with starlight scopes wers placed 300 meters from the intersection,
Maintaining radio contact with the searchlight operator, the smipers con-
trolled the covert illumination of the intersection and surrounding areas,
Wen Viet Cong appeared in the kill gone they were easily engaged by the
sniper team, It has been found that by off setting the sniper teams from
the searchlight and placing the searchlight and § ton vebicle in a position
remote from the arbush site, the enemy in the kili sone i3 not alerted to
the ncise of a ramning engine.

(3) The pink light/sniper combination has been successfully employed
in base camp security operstions, The searchlight, mounted on a £ ton ve-
hicle, responds to radio equipped snipsr teams in position either on ths
berm or in ambush positions ouside the berm, The background noiss of
& fixed base camp concoals effectively the noise of the engine and activity
of the searchlight crew.. 1In forward base camps the searchlight remains in
the center of the base camp and, by swinging its beam through 360 degrees,
covertly illuminates avenues of approach into the position, With this
method it is again ossential that ths snipar teams maintain radio contact
with the searchlight orew, Ths pink light is particularly uszeful during
the dark of ths moon poriod,

ds Counter Snipsrs Sniper teams are effective in countering ¥iet Cong
sniper activity, Each team, equipped with its telescopic sight and Mi9
Spotting Saope, searches the area of suspected sniper aciivity. The optiocal
equipzent permits a detailsd search of distant areas, A recent example
is that of 2 unit, after baving been fired on by a Viet Cong sniper from
long range, deployed itz sniper tesm, The team searched the tree line with
s optical equipment and the Viet Cong sniper was discovered in a irse at
720 metera, Whils orne team member judged the wird using the M9 spotting
scope, the other man fired one round, killing the Viet Cong sniper,

o, Night Hawk Operations: Night Hawk operations ocan occasionally make
good use of snipers to mark targets and to engage thenm,
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3+ PROBLEM AREAS: The following problem areas have been encountered in :
training and employment, The problem areas are discussed here to provide {
guidance to units initiating a sniper progranm,

a, Wen sniper teams are employed for prolonged periods with units
otner than units of assignment, there is a tendency for the snipers to be
overlooked wien promotions are considered, when Rest and Recuperation leave
is scheduled and other personnel affairs,

b, The personal interest of battalion and company commenders is essen-
tial in selecting candidates for the sniper school, Men havs been "volun-
teered™ for the course when they not only expressed no interest in the pro-
gram _at had & very short time remaining in country, The selection and
training of only well motivated and interested men is essential to the i
program,

¢¢ Cormmanders must take an active interest in employing snipers,

Without command interest, sniper teams will be employed poorly and the
results of ths sniper program will be meager., There have been examples
of snipers being positioned in dense vegetation with limited fields of
fire while riflemen in the same unit were located in positions with wide
fields of fire, In those units in which the commander imaginatively em-
ployed his snipers, the rssults have been significantly greater than in
units whirh the coruinders were less interested in the program,

ds A sniper, with his optical equipment, frequently is able to see
the immediate reaction of a Viet Cong as he is hit by a bulist. -In some
cages, a sniper who has been well motivated will suddenly lose interest
in snining after witnessing a kill, This can be detected only be careful
and regular debriafing of both members of the sniper team,

Ak

: ly, EXPERIMENTATION: The need for imaginative employment and experimentation :
1 is parcmount: if the unit’s sniper program is to get off of the -grdind, so ’
4 to speak, Continusd forward momentum will be directly related *o the commander's

degree of interest and imaginative exploitation of this wvaluable resource,
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCCG 8 October 1969

SUBJECT: Commander's Combat Note - Offensive Use of Radar (U)
SEE DISTRTBUTION

1, (C) Recently, I distributed a letter %o all units in the Division
concerning the needed improvement in our intelligence program at the
unit level, One of the subjects addressed in this letter was the im-
eginative and aggressive uss of ground surveillance radar as an offen-
sive weapon, to be employed wherever and however it could find the
enemy and direct a combat response against this enemy., Some units of
the Division; through imagination and innovation, have already enjoyed
success in this program and thei~ experiences are set forth here so
that other units may benefit from them, Some other suggested techni-
ques are also included for the guidance of all units,

2, (C) These examples should encouragg all commanders to employ the
radar assets as an integral part of thefir offensive operations at night,
They can do much more than merely pro eafiy warning of a probe or
an attack on one of our bases, s

2 Incl IS W. HOLLIS
1 - Offensive Use of Radar Jjor General, USA
2 « Other Suggested Techniques Commanding
DISTRIBUTION;
A; plus
3d Bde, 9th Inf Div (15 cys)
G3 (10 cys)
Div Hist (14 cys)
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

OFFENSIVE USE OF RADAR

1, (C) On the night of 24 September 1969, the aN/PPS-5 radar at Patrol
Base Dees was employed to pesriodically moniter, in order to acquire tar-
gets, tha area around a squad sized ambush patrol from Company A, 2nd
Battalion, 12th Infantry, which was in position some 1200 meters south- ;
west of the base, At 2322 hours, the patrol engaged ten (10) enemy thir- §
ty (30) meters to the east of their position, after detecting them with ;
a Starlight Scope, After a brief firefight, the patrol checked the area

and found three (3) dead enemy. Within minutes of this contact, the :
radar detected a group of enemy moving toward the patrol's position a- :
long a trail 100 meters to the west. The information was radiced to the
patrol leader and he nad sufficient time to shift his men to face the
threat, confirm the sightings with a Starlight Scope and engage this
force, killing two (2) more enemy, As this patrol was returning to the
base, the radar, vectoring its movement, detected movement 100 meters
behind the patrol, This movement was engaged by artillery and abruptly
ceased,

o PAssand A o £a3it i3 s,

Sl

2, (c) The next night, in the ist Brigade area, an AN/PPS-l4 radar was :
used to maintain contact with and direct fires upon a fleeing enemy.
Company A, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, had established a series of four
(4) ambushes along the southern edge of the Renegade Woods., Their radar
was employed to cover the area to the west toward the Cambodian Border.

At 2045 hours, the men at the CP location detected approximately sixty (40)
personnel moving 100 meters southwest ¢f their position, A heavy fire-
fight ensued, during which the Company Commander directed the radar oper- E
ater to "lock on" to the contact and report any movement from thst area,
After ten (10) minutes, the fire slackened and the radar began to datect
groups of enemy moving south from the contact site, The Company Corman-
der had co-located his mortar section leader with the radar, and each
radar polar plot was applied to the plotting board for immediate conver- :
sion to an accurate grid which was relayed to the artillery Forward Ob- 3
server for engagement, In this manner, five (5) separate targets were en- 3
gageds This continued pressure so disorganized the enemy that shortly
his elements began to blundar into the ambush positione, setting off a
chain of five (5) more engagements, Fifteen enemy were killed and one
was captured as a result of these fights because the enemy could not
effectively break contact,

Fan | perdaae s Sakld

3. (C) Operating from Patrol Base Hunsley on the night of 30 September,
Company B, 2d Battalion, i4th Infantry, employed an AN/PPS-5 to monitor
the movement of their ambush patrols into position and keep the area
arourd the patrols under surveillance, At 1940 hours, the radar detec-
ted 10-15 individuals following one of the patrois., The patrol was in-
formed of its "shadow" and continued tc its location, Skortly after the
patrol settled into position at 2000 hours, the radar detected 5-7 enemy
in their immediate area, Being fully alerted, the patrocl sighted 30-40
enemy within 50 meters of their position at 2007 hours and immediately
engaged them with their organic weapons, followed by a light fire tsam
and a Night Hawk helicopter, Two enemy bodies were recovered {rom this
action, Again, the radar had provided security and target information

for an offensive operation, DOWHRGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
LASSIFIZD AFTER 12 YEARS.
Inclosure 1 to Incl 4 GUNHDEN“AL bEC DOD DIX 5200.10
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OTHER SUGGESTED TECHWIQUES

AN ULV ANS

1. (C) Use radar to direct the r:»vement of a force into a position to
block an enemy withdrawal, or torinterdict enemy movement.

2, (C) Radar could be used in conjunction with sniper teams to dirsct
their surveillance toward an area of activity.

& A 1 ST s 1 DANAT L s N MR €

3. (C) Employ radar to vector friendly aircraft into & target area.

PRFINET 7 A NI

L, (C) Use radar to vector friendly units in a "link-up® or reinforce-
ment at night,

5, (C) Collect and analyze radar data to aid in the selection of future 3
AP sites, and to detsrmine more lucrative radar sites, E
b
6. (C) Use radar to vector sweep elements into areas engaged by artillery {
or gunships as a result of radar sightings, 3
7. (C) Confirm the accuracy of indirect fires, and assist in the adjust- %
ment of these fires, 1
.
§
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 25th Infantry Division
APO San Franeisco 96225

AVDCGP 17 October 1969
SUBJECT: Commenders Combat Bote - Ranger Operations

S2F DISIRIBUTIOR

1, I would like to ses the Rangers used in 2 more agressive rolo &s
opposed to cperating soiely as an intelligence gathering agency. I am
confident that the tachniques used in the Delta are applicable to large
areas of our TAOI, The eneny at present is Gispersed, and a six to twelve
man team should be &ble to hold its own until help can be made availablse,
Large parts of the 2nd and 3rd Bde AO's are ideally suited for various
types of operations such as: Parrakeet; 12 and 18 man Hunter-Killer
operetions (6 men conduct ground reconnaissance and 12 establish & linear
ambosh and maneuver if hunter elemsnt establishes contact); snatch missions;
sniff operations; rescue miasions; sniper teams; 6 man ambush and recon
missione; counter-mortar operations; combined operations with the US Navy
and RVN forces; and others which cam be developed, Many of thess opera-
tions can be conducted in the ist Bde AC with 1little or no modification,

2, Intersst and support must go both ways, The brigades must support the
Rangers, snd the Rangers pmst be interested in what is going on in the
brigades, A rutual understanding of each other's cepabilities and limita-
tions can insure the maximum effectiveness of 21l operations,

3, The brigades should request Ranger Teams to conduct operations which

they fesl would be best handled by a small, well trained unit, I believe
that short missions, where they can carry light loads and move quickly

and quietly would be profiteble (two days maximum), Various means can

be used to insert the teams into an operational arsa; these include such
methods as stay-behinds on airmobile or mechanized operations, walkout

from friendly units, boat insertions, as well as rappelling or parachuting
from aircraft, The methods of inserting and employing Rangers are

and varied, The use of different techniques wigl provent the establishing
of easily detsctable pattsrns and greatly enkance the Ranger's effectiveness,

FOR OFFICIAL V& oY
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AVDCOP 17 October 1969
SUBJECTs Commanders Combat Note - Hanger Operations

ly, Once the Rangers havs established contact with the enemy, the team
should be reinforced if necessary to fully exploit the contact, Rather
than oxtract, we should "pile-on®™ to eliminate the enemy force and gain
all available intelligence information,

S5« The Rangar Company is carable of providing long range reconnaissance

5 and combat patrols to supplement other operations conducted by the Division,
§ They are a valuable asset which we must exploit to the fullest extent pos-
sible, I encourage commanders at all levels to recommend and support
Ranger operations, and I am confident that the results will be rewarding.

3 s/ Harris W, Hollis
; t/ BARRIS W. HOLLIS
; Major General, USA
y Commanding i
: DISTRIBUTIONs
: &; plus
15~ Co ¥, 75th Inf (Rangers)
25- @3
3 30~ 1st Bde
3 30- 2nd Bde
30- 3rd Bde

30- 3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div

A TRUE COPY:s

: mwj
\ WILLIAM D, WATSON.
’ CPT, FA

Division Histordian
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
He dquarters 25th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96225

I AT b R

AVDCCG 20 Ogtabez 1969
SUBJECT: Commanders' Cambat Note - Defense Against Sappers

L AP AT

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (U) Enemy units are increasing sapper training throughout their ranks.
Because of the increased possibility of sapper techniques being used
against Division base camps, fire support bases, and patrol bases, the
attached ledsons learned by the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry should be 3
very useful, E

2, (U) I urge all commanders tc use sapper Hoi Chanhs in judging
defensive capabilities and vulner.bilities. At the earliest opportunity,
units should attain assistance of these Hol Chanhs to detemine the actual
strength or weakness of our defensive\measures.

S e S A3

1 Incl RRIS W, HOLLIS - -
as Major General, USA
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION:
B (Plus)

30-1st Bde, 25th Inf Div
30-2nd Bde, 25th Inf Div
30-3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div

30-3rd Bde, 25th Inf Div

REGRADED 140/ 425
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CONMNFIPENT /7.
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
READQUARTERS, STH BATTALION, 60TH INFANTRY
9TH DFANTRY DIVISION
APQ SAN FRANCISCO 96371

AVBB-ID-ST 10 October 1969

SUBJECT: Lessons Learned ~ Defense Against Sappers (U)

Camanding Officer

3d Brigade

9th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96371

1. (C) During the last six months, no significant sapper attacks have
occurred in Rach Kien District, However, analysis of previous contacts
and intelligence reports indicates that sapper units are 2ctive and capa-
ble of launching an attack,

2, (C) On 10 September 1559, a request was mads to the Tan An Chisu Hoi
Center for a former Viet Cong sapper to make a detailed inspection of the
battalion btase camp,

3. (C) The former sapper was made available within two days, He proved
extremely valuable in providing coments and observations on the base
camp defense, the most likely avenues of approach for a sapper atvack,
and the best attack plan, Hir general camenits included:

a., Sapper Limitations:
(1) Sappers will normally withdraw when constant illumination is f¥red,
(2) Suppers have difficulty in crossing wet areas because of the heavy

lcads they are required to carry, Sappers prefer to walk on solid ground
: or dikes,

RTINS

(3) Chainelink fencing is extremely herd to cut,

(L) Triple concertina wire is also extremely hard to Sut and time :
consuming when used in conjunction with chain-link fencing. ,

(5) Trip-flares destroy secrecy, and therefore, normelly cause the
sapper to abort the mission, 3

T
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CONFIDEA 7 7/7L
AVDBE=ID-ST 10 October 1969
SUBJECT: lessons Learned - Defense Against Sappers (U)
b, Recamended Counter Sapper Defense Measures:
(1) Fire illumination at irrepular intexrvals,
(2) Maintein alert LP's, day and night,

(3) Install additional trip flares at a greater distance from the
perimeter,

(L) Cut t21] grass around the perimeter.
(5) Emplace additional wire in grass, canals, and paths,

(6) Install concertina wire and chain-link fencing around all grave
sites located near the perimeter,

(7) Construct triple concertina (supported) in depth on the outside of
the chain=link fence,

(8) Construct additional chain-link fencing at a 20 meter radius around
bunkers for protectlve stand~-off of RPG and 107 rockets,

(9) Partition internal areas with chain~link fencing in order to
canalize an attack,

4, (C) The specific lesson learned is that a former sapper is extremely
valuable to a batitalion in evaluating the effectiveness of its base camp
defense and in providing recommendations for improvements, The general
lesson learned is that there are many external sources upon which a battalion
may call for assistance,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

, /s/ JOSEPH S, JOHNSTON
3 /t/ JOSEPH S, JOHNSTON

CPT, Infantry
Adjutant

; STHIS IS A TRUE COPY"
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CPT,
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO $AN FRANCISCO 96223

AVDCCG

SUBJECT: Effective Intelligence Program

SEE DISERIBLUTION

1. (U) The evolution of an efiective intelligence program in Vietnem has
been a long and siow process and .great progress has been made, Neverthe-
less, our intelligence must be further improved if we are to preserve the
lives of our soldiers and defeat the ensmy.

2. (C) This war has bsen termed, "An Intelligence War®, Every commander
must be acutely responsive to the changing situaticn of enemy locations

or intentions, The ensmy has withdrawn the major portion of his main
force units fram our area of operations. The local VC and guerrilla for-
ces for the present have become the terget of primary interesti. The
large number of aquad and cellsized units in the enemy forces makes it
impractical fon-the division and brigade intelligence sections to kaep
abreast of all lccgtions and situations., An increased task falls on the
batialion commander and his S2, '

3. (U) To insure maximum use of available intelligence resources, each
commander must know and understand all sources of intelligence that are
aveilable to him. He will then be able to use them fully and devise new
means to exploit them, We can take away from the enemy same of the few
advantages he has remainring, regardless of whether he is a local hamlet
guerriila or a recent infiltrator from North Vietnam,

ke (C) Intelligence sources available to the battalion cormander in-
cludes

a, human sources: Prompt exploitation of intelligence produced by
prisoners and Hoi Chanhs has resulted in the elimination of enemy forces
and the capture of significant cachss, This type of intelligence is very
perishable, The information from a PW or a Hol Chanh must be exploited
before his comrades are able to leave the area or move their caches, 4
prisoner or a Hol Chanh should be evacuated rapidly to the nearest loca.:
tion at which he can be interrcgated. The information acquired must be
disseminated at once to both senior and subordinate units. Reports frem
agents should also bs given consideration but only in conjunction with

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTSRvVALS; CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDCGG
SUBJECT: RKffective Intelligence Progrmm

other intelligsence to determine valildity.

b, Electronic Msana: The product of electronic devices will remsin
simply data unless it is exploited by the commander.

(1) Within the battalion the commander has his Ground Surveillance
Radar Section, All too frequently the radar is used only in a defensive
role. The grsat feature of radar is . © it takes away the cover of
night from the enemy. Imaginetive an.. aggressive commanders use it as
an offensive weapon. If s radar set is nct producing sightings, it must
be either relocated or given s new sector of scan, Take it out on night
ambushes tc cover known LUC!'s, All cleared radar sightings must be
engaged and the results checked at the earliest possidle time.

(2) The People Sniffer, SLAR, Red Hase and Duffle Bag sensors indi-
cate a presencs. Altnhough the presence will not always be hostile, when
taken with other intelligence it may confirm an enemy location, Good
comsanders use these indicators to plan locations for day and night
opsrations.

c. HReconnaissance: Reconnaissance is conducted fram the air, «ar the
ground or by bost, All soldiers moving through or across an A0 should
constantly search for esigns of enemy presence. Even ths untrained obser-
ver can detect such indicators as a hostile population or recent trail
activity, Aerial reconnaissance assets can cover aress inaccessable to
ground troope but patterns of reconnaissance must not be sstablished,
dnything out of the ordinary should be reported, regardless nof the obser-
ver's estimate of its relevance.,

de All other means: Intelligence can be gathered from a variety
of other sources within the A0, Daily contect with the district chief and
his DIOCC give the commander access to intelligence produced within his
a0 by Vietnamese agencies. Personal convacts with village chiefs,
spiritusl leaders, and commanders of RF/PF forces will produce intelli-
gence, Other contecta by members of the unit, such as MEDCAPS or similar
operations will produce intelligence for the commander,

S¢ (C) I want an effective targeting aystem set up within each battalion
to enable the commander and his staff to determine the most likely areas
for productive operations. One valuable aid is a target intelligence
center in the Battalion TOC, On a separate map board, preferably 1/25,000
scale, a seven day &ccumulation of all VR sightings, contacts, acts of
terrorism, SLAR, Red Haze, Duffle Bag, Airborne Psrsonnel Detector, agent
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AVDCCG
SUBJECT: Effective Imtelligemce Program

reports, and vadar sightings are plotted in a color code whnich dsnotes
the different daye of the wsek. A nightly review by the commander and
staff will reveal areas of activity in which cperations should be under-
taken,

6, (U) Our goal is to destroy the enemy whils praserving the lives and
well-being of our soldiers., Tnis can best accamplished by careful
assessment of and timely reaction to

DISTRIBUTION:
3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 25TH 1INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCIN 7 September 1969

SOBJECT: IOI - Radar Ground Surveillance Employment (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (C) PURPOSE: To establish policy, and delineate responsibility for
the employment of the ground surveillance radars in the 25th Infantry
Division TAOI, This IOXY supersedes 25th Infantry Division LOI dated

17 April 1969, subject as above,

2, (U) APPLICABILITY:s These instructions apply to -all units assigned
or under the operational control of the 25th Infantry Division,

3, (C) RESPONSIBILITIES;

a, Assistant Chief of Staff G2 has the general staff responsipility
for the employment of all ground surveillance radars organis or attached
to the 25th Infantry Division,

b, Division Artillery Commandsr has the responsibllity for the
employment of AN/TPS-25 radars as approved by the Commanding General.

¢, Brigade Commanders have the responsibility for the integrated
employment of AN/PPS-5 and AN/PPS=4 radars assigned to the maneuver
battalions under their operational control,

d, Commanding Officer, 3d Sauadron, 4th Cavalry, has the responsi-
bility for the employment of AN/PPS=5 and AN/PPS=4 radars assigned to
that unit,

e, Commanding Cfficer, 725th Maintenance Battalion has the direct
support maintenance responsibility for all orgsnic and attached ground
surveillance radars,

DOWNDRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSs
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS:
DOD DIR 5200,10

COoOnNFIDEeTIAdL.
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ConrFinenT1dl
AVDCIN l Septenber 1969
SUBJECT: ILOI - Radar Ground Surveillence Empioyment (U)
4, (C) CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT:

8, AN/TPS<25 radars will ba located to provide coverage cf those arsas
determined to be most lucrative for the detection of enemy mzin force move-
ments, All locstions will be approved by the Commending Genseral, 25th in-
fantry Division,

be AN/PPS-5 radars will bs located primarily to provide long rangs
identification and location of hostile targets during periods of reduced
visibility, Dus to its rangs capability, every effort will be made to
locate AN/PPS-5 radars to obtain meximum long range surveillance of enemy
LOCs, Commanders should not rastrict themselves to fire support basss and
patrol bases for radar site locations, but should also site radars in
Vietnamese installations whenever thess locations will improve radar ground
surveillance capability,

¢, AN/PPS-li radars will be located primarily to provide closs-in
surveiliance at fire support bases, patrol bases, night offensive positions,
bridges and other small eritical installations,

d. A1l ground surveillance radars, except the AN/PPs-4, will be mounted
on towers to minimize dead space and ground clutter.

o, All AN/TPS-25 and AN/PPS=5 rader locations will be surveysd unless
occupancy is to be for less than 72 hours, When an AN/PPS<4 is emloyed at a
somi~-permanant site, the location will be surveyed,

f. Commanders will ensure ithat quick-fire communications are established
bstween radar sites and operations centers for rapid targest engagemsnt
dstermination, Appropriate engagement may include artillery, Light Fire
Team, Night Hawk, mortars, infantry reaction, or a combination of these
means, Commanders will establish direct~!ine commnications betwsen radar
sites and nearest artillery battery fire direction centar to expedite
Artillery engagement when appropriate,

go An SOP should be established citing brigade criteria for the attack
of radar acquired targets, The SOP may specify, for example, that arilillery
will immediately request clearance for and engage targets with fewer than
ten personnel, Targets of ten or more personnel would be immediately
cleared, but referred to the Brigade Commander for a decision as to method

of attack,

h, All ground surveillance radars will havs adequate communications
to provide immediate reporting of sightings and for tip-off to radars to
scan areas in which activity is detectad by other acquisition means,
Radar operators will bs instructed to monitor areas of Duffel Bag activation
to verify size and presence of enemy, if area is within radar scan capabilitiy.

12p
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CoONF\DenT 1dLe
AVDCIN 4 September 1969

SUBJECT: IOI - Redar Ground Surveillence Employment (U)

i, All radar sightings will be reported promptly as spot reports to
G2 Operations, with follow-up reports as additional information is developed.
Every effort will be made to visually confirm results of all combat responses
to radar acquired targets through use of Night Hawk or ground reaction ele-
ments,

J» No ground surveillance reders, other than those maintained in the
division maintenance float, will be placed in reserve or employed solely
as back-up to another radar without the approval of the Commanding General.,

5, (C) TASKS;
a, Division Artillery Commander will:

(1) Employ organic and attached radars in accordance with the concepts
outlined above,

(2) Furnish required directional and horizontal survey control to radars
and furnish technical assistance, less maintenance and logisties, to Brigades
and 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry concerning employment and capabilities,

(3) Obtain approval of the Commanding General, 25th Infantry Division,
prior to relocating AN/TPS-25 radars, Requests for approval can be made
orally tarough the G2,

(4) Maintain a clutter/coverage diagram for each active AN/TPS-25
site, One copy will be forwardad to G2,

(5) Provide daily report on the operatiocnal status of all organic or
attached radars to G2 Air,

b. Brigade and 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry Commanders wiils

(1) Employ organic radars in accordance with the concepts outlined
above,

(2) Maintain a clutter/coverage diagram for each active AN/PPS-5 site,
One copy, 1:850,000 scals, will be forwarded to G2 Air, Diagrams need not
be submitted for a site that will be antive for less than 72 hours,

(3) Provide daily report on location and operational status of all
orgahic radars to G2 Air, Telephonic reports of any changes to the oper-
ational status report will be made as soon as they bscome known,

6., (C) MAINTENANCE:

a, COMMANDING OFFICER, 725th Maintenance Battalion wills

127
CoN FioemniiIgdL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDCIN 4 September 1969
SUBJECT: I0I - Radar Ground Surveillance Employment (U)

(1) Maintain AN/PPSe4 and AN/PPS-5 radar sets in maintenance
float, Authorized density will be determined in accordance with
25th Infantry Division Regulation 750-1 and current Major Item
Agency (MID4) list, as published by USARV,

(2) Provide maintenance assistance to user units to include
periodic courtesy inspections,

(3) Establish policies and procedures to attain minimum
deadline rates on ground surveillancs equipment,

(4) Inform the G2 of the status of deadline ground surveillance
squipment as soon as it is known,

b, Operators will perform daily maintenance checks in accor—
dance with appropriate technical manuals, This check should be
performed prior to 1000 hours to insure equipment faults are de-
tected and repairasd prior to night operations, 725th Maintenance
Battalion, will be novified immediately of radar deadlines., AN/PPS<l
and AN/PPS-5 radar sets that cannot be repaired and returned prior
to nightfall will be exchanged for e maintenance float. A statement
by the appointing authority or surveying officer releasing the radar
for repeir will accompany those radars damaged other than by fair
wear and tear (FWI), Such a statement must be furnished prior to
issue of a float set from the Maintesnance Battalion,

¢y The Commanding Officer, 725th Maintenance Battalion, will

insure float radars are available for this exchange, The Commanding
Officer of the supported organization will be responsible for trans-
porting radar sets to and from the supporting DSU, During daylight
hours, maximum utilization should be made of DISCOM helicopter assets
for evacuation of radar ssts. After 1900 hours, Division ready ship
will be utilized for evacuation of radar sets and will have priority
second only to support of troops in contact,

d. To preclude damage to AN/PPS=4 and AN/PPS-35 radar sets, all
movements will be conducted by helicopter sorties, Vehicles may be
used to transport AN/PPS-4s and AN/PPS-5s within base areas with the
driver instructed not to sxceed 10 miles per hour, Vibrations and
bumps will be held to an absolute minimum,

6, To prevent damage to tower mounted Receiver-Transmitter
units by the rotor-wash of helicopters, the following measures
will be taken:

1, PPS5-5 radars will be wired to the tower,

2, PPS~5 radar antemma reflectors and feed horn will be
removed when the radar is not in use during daylight hours,

3., Nails will bo given through the ground spike holss in
the tripod of PPS-5 radars and bent over the foot to further

anchor the equipment,
126 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDCIR 4 September 1969

SUBJECT: LOI - Radar Ground Surveillance Employment (U)
7, (C) TRAININGs

a, Each unit squipped with the PPS=4, PPS~-5 and TPS-25
radars will conduct a supervised, mandatory, daylight training
program for all radar personn=l, Training will be conducted
daily for a minirmum of one hour and whenever possible will in-
corporate the use of aerial observer; artillery firing battery
and/or friendly reconnaissance patrols,

b, When an artillery obssrver conducts the radar training,
he will instruct ths operator to scan a spscific area and report
to him what is sighted, The observer will vary the nature of
targets such as artillery registrations, sampans, water buffealo,
wheel and track vehicles, and personnel, When friendly patrols
are used, the operator will track the patrol from the Fire
Support Base/Patrol Base, continuously verifying its direction of
movement, spesed and location by means of radic communications.

¢o Daylight training will give the opsrator an abundance of
known targets enabling him to make wvisual checks affording him
the opportunity to associate targets with sound and wave shape
patterns,

FOR THE COMMANDERS3

s/ Jamas M, Connell

t/ JAMES M., CONNELL
Colonel, G5
Chief of Staff

DISTRIBUTION;

B-(1-2, 5-10, 18-20, 26-28,
30-32, 47-49, 51-63)

G2 (15 cys)

A TRUE COFY:

. A0 KT

MICHAEL D. KEATING
Ms jor, Armor
Division Historian

129
CONFIDENTIAL




DEPARTMENT CF THE ARLY

WTH BATTALION (MECH), 23D TIFaliTRY
25TH LIFaRTRY DIVISIC:
APU SAN FRANCISCO 96383

AVDCFBC~OP 11 August 1669

SUBJECT: After Action Report (Operation Labrador Retriever)

THRU: Commanding Officer
1st Bde, 25th Infentry Division
APO 96385

TO: Cormanding General
25th Infantry Division
APO 96225

1, Introduction: Operation Labrador Retriever was conducted on 8 August
1969, on the Northeast side of Nui Ba Den liountain with a two fold missiont

a. Locate and recover the body of an .merican Soldier killed in action
on 12 July 1969, during an opsration conducted by the 2nd Bn (Mech), 2nd
Inf then OPCON to the 25th Infantry Division,

bs Locate and destroy any enemy resistanco in the immediate arsa,

2, Initial Planning:s CO, 4th On (1), 23d Inf received the mission on 7
Avgust 1969 and contacted Major James J, MeDivett, XO, 2/2 Infantry, who

had information on a possible location of the remains, A low level air

reco.: was made by CO, 4/23d Inf (M} and X0, 2/2 Irnf to locate possible LiZs

and approach routes, The area was at the baso of a vory rocky portion of Nul
Ba Den Mountain, (XT277607) Lator that afternoon the CO, 4/23d Inf (M)

made air photos of tho area to facilitato planning end briofing, Intolligonce
indicated a principal throat of accurate onemy snipors, RPG toams and possible
mortars, The size of onemy forces was unknown,

3, Concopt of Oporations: Tho concopt of -poration envisioned by the CO,
4/234 Inf (M) wes to form a six (6) man recovery team to make a single

combat assault, scrocned by smoke, rocovor the body and link up with a

ground suppert forco of three APCs, Then RIF the arca, supported by a strong
baso of fire,

Incl 9 130
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L, Final Planning cind Coordination: (See inmox A) (Map)

as Two Mechanized companies, B and C, 4/231 Inf (1), plus 2 RF
Companies wers placed in the area to support the operation and provide
diversionary forces for the recovery phase of the operation, A base of
fire was established, composed of one 8% Howitzer, a tank platoon, 4.2
mortar platoon and two 40mm Dusters, Artillery support was provided by
batteries firing from FSBs St. Barabara, Grant, Bragg and Washington,

b, A Ground Support Force commanded by 1LT Nelson, was formed usings
HQ 6, a MI13 APC equipped with a borrowed US Navy Mark 20-40mm cannon plus
battalion cormend communications, HQ 88 equipped with a 7.62 mini-gun and
B12 equipped with a Cal 50 Machinegun plus eight infantrymen, each with
1950 machineguns,

ce A six man volunteer Recovery Team was formed as followss

éig Toam Chief {w/Smoke Pot) - LTC Taylor, CO 4/23d Inf (M)
2) Deputy Team Chief (w/Radio & Smoke) - Major McDevitt, 2/2d Inf
(3) RTO & Smoke Member (w/PRC 25 & Smoke) - CSM Gallagher, 4/23d Inf (.
(4) CGraves Registration Member {w/Body Bag) — 1LT Fio Rio, 1st Inf Div
(5) Mines and Booby Traps Member (w/Grappling Hook & special
seuipment) — SP4 Davis, A Co, 65th Engr, Bn,
(6) Photographer and Smoke Membor (w/Cemera and Smoke) =~ PFC Dixon,
Lf23d Ine (M)

This team was inspected and rehearsed several times while in the vieinity

of FSB Rawlins before commi‘mont (See Photos) and a air recon inspection
conducted to determine visibility and wind direction, The air photos were

used to idontify and code name specific locations end were used by the various
forces, teams and pilots, Also, the team photogra;'ier had an additional missior
of providing photos if the remains proved to bo othsr than expected,

5+ Bxocutiont

a, Phase I (Recovery) - On 8 August 1969 the fire base and maneuver
units were in place prior to 1045 hrs, Mortar W fire was placed between
the objective area and suspected sniper locations which proved to be rather
ineffectives At 1055 hrs the single ship combat assault was successiully
completed, The body was located and screening snoke was placed between this
ilocation and the suspected sniper locations, (See Photosga The Ground
Support Force arrived as the body was recovered and the threec sub toams
(Members 1 and 3, 2 ard 6, 4 and 5) loadoed the remains plus other equipment
found in the area (helmets, RPG Screcn, and ammunition), There was no
svidenco of booby traps in the arca nor any evidence of enemy search and
police, However, dud RPG rounds wero found in tho area, The body did not
appear to bo mutilatod in any way, Identification tags and wallot were still
on the remains, As the team linked up and began to withdraw from the
objectivo area, ensmy sniper fire was roceived from tho base and sides of
the mountain striking the APCs, CO, 4th Bn (M), 23d ordored the three APCs

13/



into line and engaged the area with all weapons, Tracer fire from a

Car 15 proved effective in identifying enemy locations. One US Navy
gunme ¥ on the Mark 20 - 40m wes wounded, Two snipers began to run and
wore killed, The mini-zun proved extremely effective, Smoke Pols were
then placed betwsen the sniper locations and the 4PCc, The infantry squad
was deployed with its 8 M60 lachineguns, their .2C with the body and team,
less LIC Taylor and CSM Gallagher, was ordered back to the base of fire,
LTC Mott, CO, 7/11 Arty on his own initiative brought up two 40mm Dusters
vhich were immediatoly put to usc, Company T. w/277 RF Co reinforced the
Ground Support Force plus artillery fire and TAC Air,

b, Phase IT (RIF) ~ The reinforced team composed of the Ground Support
Force {(less 1 APC), Company B, 4/23d Inf (M) and 277 RF Co, plus the two
(2) 40mm Dusters moved back to the edge of the objective area, The force
engaged suspected sniper and RPG locations with all available fire and
received several socondary explosions, #&s this force began a careful with-
drawal by bounds, with vehicles moving in reverse, RPG fire was reccived.
The force was then orderd forward by the CO, 4/23d Inf (M), This action
proved very effective when coupled with a high volume of fire, Again all
available fire and air was used effectively, The force was withdrawn about
300 meters and a LOH was dirscted in for the CO, 4/23d Inf (M), Upon landing,;
this aircraft received sniper fire, The south flank of Co B also received
fire which was effectively returned, Two vehiclos became mired in soft
rico paddies and the recovory operation received sniper fire, The operation
terminated at 1645 hours,

6. Statistical Datat

Datet 8 August 1969

Location: XT 277 607

Duration: Contact sporadic between 1112 and 1605 hours,
Ammo Expenditures:

Artillery

8% at Base of Fire 89 rds
8% at FSB St Barbara 122 rds
1 55m 586 rds
105m 1 rds

Totals -1180 rds

4,2 Mortars

HE 277 rds
Smoke 92 rds
Total -~ 329 nis

Omm Tank
HE 105 rds
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TAC Air Strilms 2 w/3ombs and Napalm

Light Fire Team 1 wf/lOum Mini-gun (no 2/75 rockets
were fired)

Tactical CS Drop 1 (Extremsly good coverage)

One Flame Bath aborted
Results: 9 Body Count (VC)
1 US WIA (US Navy)

7o Lassons Learned:

aes Smoke pots are extremely effective howover almost half wers too
wot from storage to make the match strikers function, An electrical firing
method is being tried, also the wire carrying handles must be wrapped for
easier hand carrying at the run,

b, Commarders can effectively use tracer rounds in the Mi6 or CAR
15 for target marking,

ce Small enemy forces watch carefully and engage only at times when
either difficult maneuvers or obvious vulnerabilities exist, i,e.t with~
drawals, mired vehicles roorganization or resupply or helicopter landings,

de Closs control is essential at the instant of engagement and the choice
of prompt devastating fire on area targets or careful, accurate, slower
fire at point targets roquires an immediate command decision, In this case
the immediate forward movement under RPG attack proved to be effectivea

es¢ Once engaged tho US Forces rmust act quickly to seize the initiative
before receiving casualties causing organization structure to deteriorate.

€, VICTORY IS THE PRODUCT OF PROFESSIONALISMS

s/ G. E, Taylor
t/ G. E. TAYLOR
LTC, Armor

Commanding
2 Incl

Amnex A - Maps
Annex-B-—-Photes - not rec'd HQ, DA
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M/GHAEL D, KEATING v/
Ma jor, Armor
Division Bistorlan
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
18TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT
25TH INFANTRY DIVISICH
APC San Frencisco 96225

AVDCMH 23 September 1969

SUBJECTt Combat After Action Interview Report

THRU% Commanding General
United Statas Army, Vietram
ATTR: Command Historian
APQ San Francisco 96375

103 Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTN: O.LC.MHe
Washington, D.C. 20315

1, NAME AND TYPE OF ORGANIZATIONs Combined US/ARVN forces, see paragraph
7, Task Organization,

2, INCLUSIVE DATES OF OFERATION: 4-5 September 1969,

3. LOCATION: Ref Map Series L7014, Sheet Mumber 6231 II, Grid XT521349;
Khiem Hanh District, Tay Ninh Provinee, Republic of Vietnam,

L, CONTROL HEADQUARTERS:
&, US - ist Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
b, ARVN - 1ist Brigsde, ist Alrborne Division,
5 PERSONS INTERVIEWED:

8, LTC Bruce F, Wlliams, 04524051, Commanding Officer, 2d Battalion
(Mechanizad), 22d Infantry,

be 2LT Michael P, Pate, 416527304, Platoon Leader, 2d Platoon, Company
4, 24 Battalion, 34th Armor (Acting team commander during most of the con-
tact period),

6, INTERVIEWING OFFICER: Assistant Division Historien,

Incl 10 1387
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7+ TASK ORGANIZATIONs

US. « Af2~22 Mech (-3d P1t) ARVN - 12tk Co/7th Abn Bn
2/A[2-34 Arm

8, SUPPORTING FORCES:
a, Artillery:
(1) Btry B, ist Bn, 8th Arty (105m) - FSB Pershing (XT517258).
(2) Btry C, 7th Ba, 9th Arty (105mm) - FSB Wood ITI (XTHU1346).
(3) Btry A, 1st Bn, 27th Arty (155mm) - Dau Tieng (XT494475),
(4) 1 Plt, Btry D, 3d Bn, i3th Arty (8") - FSB Hampton (XT416244),
(5) Btry C, 2d Bn, 32d Arty (8"/175mm) - Dau Tieng (XT494475)

b, Army Aviation:

(1) Co A, 25th Avn Bn - 1 UHiH - "Flame Bath"
1 TUHiB - Tactical CS

{2) Co B, 25th Avn Bn - 2 AHIG Gunships (2 sorties),
(3) Troop D, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav ~ 2 AHLG Gunships,
c, USAF:
(1) 3 ~ OV10 - 25th Div T.A.C.P,
(2) 4 ~ A37 Pighters,
(3) 8 - F100 Fighters,

9, BACKGROUND INFORMATIOFs In the first week of August 1969, tho US II
Field Forces and ARVN III Corps Commanders directed that operatlons be con-
ducted in the Boi Lol Woods to complete the destruction of the remaining
enemy Sub-Region 1 (SR1) forces in that area, To achieve thies goal, ARVN
III Corps allocaied ths 1st Brigade, 1st Airborne Division; and the 1ist
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division tasked the 2d Battalion (Mech), 224 Infantry.
The 2-22 Mech was based at FSB Wood III (XT441346) and one ARVN airborns
battelion was co-located with it on a rotating basis, The 2-22 Mech and the
airborne battalion were not under a unified command, but did elosely coordi-
nate their operations, and operations were often jointly planned and con-
ducted by elements of both units maneuvering together, but again not opera-
ting under a unified command, The reason for maintaining separate command
structures was primarily psychological - to preclude the development of ARVN
dependsnce on the US force and to encourage their independence and aggreassive-

noss,
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Previcus to the action on 4=5 September, the 25th Infantry Division had
developed an SOP under which the Division Tactical Operations Center would
roict to each significant contact by immediately dispatching a fire support
"package™ consisting of a forward air controller, & helicopter fire teanm, a
helicopter loaded with tactical CS gas, and a “Flame Bath" (3 55-gallon drums
= 2 diesel fuel and 1- AV Gas w/igniters) helicopter. In this manner, the
Division would bring all types of available fire support to bear against the
eneuy in the first minutes of contact., Once these assets arrived on station,
they were under the control of the ground commander and he would coordinate

their employment,

20 Ao A

10, INTELLIGENCE;

8. Enemy - There were no specific intelligence leads to this operation, :
There was, howsver, continuous intelligence that enemy units under the con- k.
trol of SR~1 were operating in the Boi Lol Woods, In the seventeen days
prior to this contact; units of the 2-22 Mech had made five (5) significant
contacts in the Zoi Lol Woods, For several months, captured documents, PW's,
Hol Chanh, and sgent reports had indicated that SR-1 units were understrength,
low on food, and suffering from low morale,

R TR

b, Terrain - The Doi Lol Woods has scattered trees over one foot in
dlameter; large areas of trees under one foot in diameter, generally spaced
two to ten feet apart; and is generally filled in with brush from two to
oight feet tall, In many areas the density of vegetation has been lessened
by B52 strikes, tactical air strikes, and artillery. Besides clearing away
some of the vegetation the high explosives have also left many areas so
densely cratered that the craters are mors of an obstacle to vehicular move=~
ment then the vegetation ws, Standing water and waterlogged soil have fur- 3
ther limited vehicular access into and mobility within the Boi Lol Woods,
The vegetation provides excellent concealment, Observation and fields of -
fire are limited, generally from 10-20 meters (See Photograph i - Terrain), :
Prom 31 May 1969 to 9 Juns 1969, the 60th Land Clearing Company conducted
Rome Plow operations in the upper Boi Loi Woods, During that period the 60th
IC Co split the woods into four quadrants with an "X" cut, The arms of the
¥I" varied in width from approximately one {1) kilometer to approximately
500 meters, (See Photograph 2) After Fome Plow operations were completed,
the deadfall wms not cleared out since it wes too wet to burn and civilians
did not enter the area to cut firewood, Even though the deadfall provided
some concealment and oocasional obstaclies to tracked vehicles, the Rome
Plow cut greatly increased asrial observation and gave rapid, relatively
secure, access for mechanized units to previously ineccessible areas, Fur-
ther, the Bome Plow cut made it possible for mechamized units to establish
night laagers in the heart of the woods, The cover and concealment offered
by deadfall, craters and partially destroyed enemy positions which remained
after Rome Plow operations were insignificant compared to that offered by
the standing vegetation,

g

11, MISSION: Team A, 2-22 Mech wes to conduct a combined dismounted recon-
naissance with the 12th Airborne Company through the eastern quadrant of the
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upper Boi Loi Woods and upon completion, mount the airborne company and
move back to the Rome Plowad area to establish a& combined night laager.

12, CONCEPT OF OPERATION AND EXECUTIONs The coordinated operation order
and overlay provided for a flexible operation giving the general area to
be searched and approximate axis of advance., (See Figure 1)

After crossing the LD at 0830 hours, Team A and 12/7th 2bn moved along
aves parallel to an unused trail, Wen not engaged in a detailed search,
the two units moved in a column type formation, The vehicles were in a dou-
ble column led by the three MIBA3 tanks of 2/A/2-34 Arm, The first platoon;
Af2-22 Mech was dismounted, moving on line ahead of the tanks, The second
platoon, A/2-22 Mech, was dismounted in column, providing left flank secur-
ity, The right side of the formation was covered by 12/7 Abn, moving in a
narrow "T" formation (See Figure 2),

Throv.gh .he morning and early afternoon of 4 September 1969, the Teanm
searched ~uveral areas, At 1125 hours, in the vieinity of XT515348, they
found six (6) spider holes and two (2) tunnels which showed no recent ac-
tivity, and were destroyed, By 1155 hours, further search of the same
ares had disclosed two (2) 4% x 4% x 5' bunkers with three (3) feet of over-
head cover and & four (4) meter tunnel off each bunker., The bunkers showed
signs of recent use and it was sstimated that 5-6 personnel had spent the
previcus night there,

Two (2) RPG-2 rounds were located under some foliage in the vicinity
of XT519348 at 1330 hours and destroyed, Shortly thereafter, a Russian
50~-pound anti-tank mine was found in the trail in the vicinity of XT521349,
No attempt was being made to clear the trail but the MACV advisor with the
12/7 Abn noticed the mine as they paralleled the trail., Making a detailed
search of this area, & fresh treil recently traveled by 2-3 personnel moving
northeast was found at 1418 hours, At 1425 hours, lead elements of the Team
spotted suspected movement to their north,

With signs of recent activity and suspected movement ahead, the Team
Commander decided to deploy his infantry and tanks on lins, followed by the
APC*s on linein support, and swesp a heavily vegatated area to the north-
northeast in which the movement had been reported, The Team's preseni locu-
tion was so heavily cratered that the vehicles had been confined to movement
in ﬁlOo

The Tesm Commander moved his infantry on line to the left of the tanks
and requested that the ARVN troops meve on line to the right, In order for
tank 23 to come on line, tank 24 had first to move forwsrd and allow 23 to
pass to its rear, because of numerous oraters, At 1445 hours, after tank
2l had advanced approximately 10 msters, two (2) RPG rourds were fired from
the brush to the left front, impacting on the gunshield, killing the driver
«. 7 burning the tank commander's face, At the same time, the enemy began
firing AK-U7's and a .51 caliber machine gun from the right front, (See
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Figure 3). The Team immediatsly returned fire with small arms, caliber .50
machine yuns and the tenk main guns, The platoon leader's tenk (tank 21)
want out of action after its first round from a ruptured cartridge, As the
orew of tank 24 was recovering the dead driver, they observed a group of ten
(10) enemy in the brush and killed all ten (10) with a cannister round,

At 14535 hours, the 2-22 Mech requested an urgent MEDEVAC, not lkmowing
that the driver was dead, and a helicopter light fire team, This reguest
was Corwarded by the Division Tactical Operations Center to the 25th Avia-
tion Battalion as a requirement for a Light Fire Team, a CS drop and a
"flame bath®, A Forwerd Air Controller was directed to the contact area and
arrived overhead at 1456 hours, The 25th Aviation Battalion supplied the
flame bath by diverting an airborne ship which arrived on station at 1457
hours,

Despite the damage and casualties to ths crew, tank 24 fired eight (8)
rounds of cannister and its caliber ,50 mechine gun before it was ordered
to retire to join two mired Mi13's approximately 100 meters to the rear in
an open area, With tank 21's main gun out of action, tank 23 moved to the
spot where tank 24 had been hit and engaged the enemy with its main gun,

The Team Commender ordered his infantry forward and attempted to deploy
his APC's to support them, Bomb oraters so limited the movement of vehicles
that the APC's gould not deploy out of a single file until they had advanced
beyond tank 23's position, The high volume of enemy fire directed at the
Team from the left half of the enemy position, and the ,51 caliber fire com-
ing from the right side stopped the Team's infantry approximately 10 meters
from the enemy's forward bunkers,

Unable to maneuver, and too close to the enemy positions to engage them
with supporting ordnance, the Team Commander ordered his elements to pull
back approximately 40 meters. As they began the withdrawal, the Team Comman-
der was wounded and the tank platoon Ieader assumed command since he was at
the focal point of the action, The dismounted elements were able to mark
the trace of the enemy bunkers with smoke grenades as they pulled back,

Upon initial contact, the ARVN airborne company hed withdrawn to the
vicinity of the two mired APC's, drawing sporadic fire as they pulled back.

As Team A withdrew, their artillery forward observer adjusted artillery
behind the enemy bunker line, engaging the area in depth, By 1515 hours,
the Team had completed its short withdrawal, and ecnemy fire slackened, By
1532 hours, the necessery medical evacuations were completed and the 2-22
Mech Battalion Commander, now airborne over the contact area, directed the
drop of the "flame bath™, and at 1534 hours, the 25th Aviation Battalion
Light Fire Team bagan rocket and machine gun runs against the enemy forward
positions,

The Forward Air Controller put in the first air strike at 1539 hours:
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two (2) A37 fighters, dropping four (4) 500-pound bombs each into the area
behind the forwerd bunkeriins,.

The CS ship with 12 E158 CS cannisters on board arrived on station at
1541 hours,

Tho second air strike, consisting of two (2) F-100's dropping two (2)
500-pound bombs each and two (2) napalm containers each, was put in at 1600
hours,

It was decided to deliver the CS in three (3) passes of four (4) can-
nisters each, The A/25 Avn Light Fire Team had returned with a: second load
of ordnance and was expended between CS drops, Although it did not interfere
with the use of the CS on *tnis operation, the commander's options were limit-
ed because the 12/7 Abn did not have protective masks, The CS drops began
at 1616 hours and the third drop was completed et 1626 hours, Following the
last drop, artillery fire was shifted into the area of the CS drop,

(Figure 4 compares the pattern of fire support with the actual enemy
dispositions as determined by a ground sweep on 5 September, The fire sup-
port was delivered in depth, based on the correct assumption that the enemy
position was constructed in depth,)

Waile the artillery was firing following the last CS drop, the Team
Commander requested that the 12/7 Abn move up on his right flank and join
him ir. sweeping the contact area. The MACV advisor attempted to get the
ARVN anit to join the team, but was unsuccessful, Waen the 2-22 Mech Bat-
talion Cormmander landed to refuel his light observation helicopter, the
Assistant Division Commander for Maneuver had made his UHI Command and Con-
trol ship available for the Battalion Cormander's use, The 2«22 Msch Bal-
talion Commander had picked up the 7th Airborne Battalion Commerder ard S3
and their MACV advisor, Thus, when the coordination problem arose, both
the concerned battalion commanders were over the battlefield in the same
helicopter., After being briefed on the situation, the ARVN Battalion Com-
mander ordered the 12/7 Abn to move up and join the sweep, which it did,

The Division Tactical Operations Center had been monitoring the action
and had previously ordered Troop D, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry to dispatch a
1light fire team to replace the A/25 Avn element, The *Centaur® gunships
arrived on station at 1645 hours,

As Tm A/2-22 Mech and 12/7 Abn moved forward toward the enemy position,
they were still unable to maneuver their vehicles other than advancing on
the single file track that they had used previously., The remaining fully
operational tank from 2/A/2-3% Arm led the column with the 2-22 Mech dis~
mounted elements on its left and thc 12/7 Abn on its right, Tank 23 advan-
ced to within 20 meters of the known RPG position and engaged it with the
main gun, Inaccurate RPG fire was returned, A high volume of automatic
weapons and ,51 caliber fire was received across the entire front and
sporadic sniper fire came from the left flank, (See Figure 5)
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Tm A/2-22 Mech and the 12/7 Abn engaged the enemy with organic weapons
but were not able to suppress the enemy fire. The APC's were not able to
employ their caliber ,50 machine guns to the front but were able to place
suppressive fire on the snipers on the left flank, Unable to silence the
enemy fire after almost 30 minutes of close contact, unable to effectively
meneuver the APC's, and having taken further wounded, the US and ARVN forces
withdrew approximately 75 meters to bring artillery and gunship fire onto
the enemy position,

The artillery fire was adjusted to the enemy positions and after MEDE-
VAC's were complsted, the D/3-4 Cav light fire team engaged the area of
heaviest enemy fire at 1751 hours,

When the rocket and machine gun runs were completed, the artillery fire
was shifted and the US and ARVN forces again moved forward, They advanced
in essentially the same formation and were agein met by & high volume of enemy
fire, The enemy fire from the left flank had increased in volume (See Figure

6),

The advance was again stopped before the APC's could deploy on line,
At 1742 hours, enemy fire from the left flank was of sufficient volume that
the Team leader had his infantry fall back on their APC's so that the ares
could be saturated with caliber .50 machine gun fire, The US and ARVN units
remgined in close contact with the enemy for 20 to 30 minutes and suffered
further wounded, Still unable to silence the enemy fire or effectively
maneuver, they again withdrew to allow supporting elements to engage the
snemy positions,

Artillery was shifted into the area and at 1817 hours, "Issue 15", who
had replaced *Issue 13" as Forward Air Controller, directed the delivery by
two (2) F~100's of two (2) 500-pound bombs and two (2) containers of napalm

each, The air strike was completed at 1829 hours,

At 1830 hours, with darkness rapidly approaching, the Team Commander
requested permission to leave the contact area and move to a night laager
position, The 2~22 Mech Comnander approved the request and the team re-
covered its mirad vehicles and the US and ARVN forces moved toward the
Rome Plow cut, They returned to the Rome Plow cut along the axis of advance

they had used entering the area.

Rather than moving to the planned laager site, the U3 and ARVN forces ;
were directed to laager whore the two mortar tracks and maintenance track 1
from A[2-2Z2 Mech had been located, Beginning at 1702 hours, six (6) heli-
copter sortles of resupply for the troops in contact had bsen flown to the
wortar position and Tm A/2-22 Mach and 7/12 Abn laagered there to facilitate

resupply. ;

During their last two attempts to overrun the enemy position part of
the enemy fire had come from snipers in trees, Four (4) snipers were blown
out of their trees by Mi8 main gun fire and another was killed by M6 fire
from the Tram's infantry.
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The move to the night laager {XT4915356) was without incident, except
f'or one (1) NVA spotted in a treeline at 1855 hours. The lone enemy was
engaged with caliber ,50 machine gun fire but the results were not deter- §
mined., The US and ARVN forces cl-sed on their night laager at 1952 hours,

FYPRAE o741 SRt S PR

As the Team was moving out, the 2-22 Mech S-3 requested air strikes
be put in the contect area all night, Air strikes were put in at 2000
hours, 2030 hours and 2058 hours, The six (6) sorties totaled 12 500- p
pound bombs a&nd 12 napaim containers, j

The next day, 5 September, elements of the 2-22 Mech swept the contact
area, There wore no enemy remaining and a careful search of the area was
made,

This search revealed the shape of the enemy bunker complex and also Q
the tunnel system bshind the bunker complex, When the enemy had evacuated 3
the position, they left behind 1000 pounds of rice in the tunnels, which E
the 2-22 Msch recovereds They also found a body that the enemy failed to 4
remove in one of the bunkers, Ihe enemy body was unmarked and apparently 3
was killed from concussion during one of the air strikes, The area was g
strewn with uniforms and pieces of uniforms, Dried blood was found inside :
of many of the bunkers. Letters and notebooks were located which identified 3
the 83d Resr Service Group. This unit provides logistical support to the
SR~1 elements, No identification was gained on enemy tactical units,

£3 T

While the search of the enemy position was in progress, & gunship from
D/3-4 Cav spotted an abandoned mortar position, with mortar in place, out-
side of the search area, The "Centaur" gunship engaged the position and
destroyed the mortar,

T R

13, RESILTS:

&, Friendly casualties and lossess

(1) USs KA~ 1
WIA - 10 3
One (1) M4BA3 damaged
(2) ARVN: WIA- - 1
b, Enemy casualties and losses:
KIA - 16
Rice (evacuated) - 1000 pounds
Yorter (destroyed) - 1
14, ANALYSIS:

a. Operations in terrain such as the Boi Loi Woods are difficult for
any type of force, The combination of dense brush and closely grouped craters

{50




in the contact aree presented an obstacle which effectively limited the
raneuver capability of this mechanized/tank team, Onky¥ two of the armored
vehicles (tanks 21 and 23) ocould place effective fire on the enemy positions,
the firepower of the Mii3's could not support the advancing trocps, thus dur-
ing the attexpted sweeps the advantage remained with the entrenched enemy.

b, The previous Rome Plow operations had dons much to offset these
terrsin disadvantages, Units could gain rapid sscess to the likely contact
sreas, and spend more time searching and/or developing a contact, Ground
reinforoement could be more easily effected if :seded,

c¢. The immediate Jispaich of "packaged™ air cssets by the Division Tac-
tical Operations Centor greatly assisted the Battalion Commandsr, After the
initial conteect report, the elements in contact were provided continuous air
support throughout the fight, The Battalion Commander hed cniy to concern
himself with the employment of the assets made available to him, Besides
allowing the commander to concentrate on the actral conduct of the battle,
the initiation of support by the DTOC also reduced the volume of radio traf-
fic on the Battalion 8gmmand Net.,

d, The assumption of command by the tank platoon leadsr was the best
solution in this situation, He was centrally located and had better obser-
vation and communicatior than the two rifle platoon leaders on the ground,

He displayed both aggressiveness, in repeated attempts to sweep the enemy
position, and sound judgment in recognizing that he had not gained sufficient
superiority to do this,

e, The lack of a unified commend on the operation initially threatened
to prevent the full force of the US and ARVN elements from baing brought to
bear on the ensmy, However, the co-location of the US and ARVN battalion
commanders over the battlefield allowed on-the-spot coordinatiiom which pre-
vented dissipation of the available force, Besides the desire of both com-
manders to destroy the enemy, there was also a background of daily coordina-

tion in planning and conducting similiar operations,

.oy XA

MICHAEL D, KBATING
Major, Armor
Division Historian
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
18th Military History Detachment

25th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCMH 10 October 1969

SUBJECTs Combat After Action Intervisw Report

THRU? Commanding Gsneral
United States Army, Vietnam
ATTNs Command Historlan
APC San Francisco 96375

TOs Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTH: 0.C.M.He

Washington, D.C. 20315

1, (U) NAME AND ‘TYPE OF ORGANIZATION: Company A, 2d Battalion, 12th
Infantry - Rifle Company,

2. (U) INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATIONs 21 September 1669,

3, (U) LOCATION: Ref Map Series 18020, Sheet 6231 II S, Vicinity
Grid XT534234%; Trang Bang District, Hau Nghia Frovince, Republic of
Vietnam,

4, {(U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 2d Battalion, 12th Infantry.

5. (U) PERSONS INTERVIEWED:

a, LTC Burton J. Walrath, dJr,, 057265850, Commanding OfZicer, 2d
Battalion, 12th Infantry,

b, 1LT David L, Sackatt, 236667028, 2d Platcon Leader, Company A,
2d Battalion, 12th Infantry,

c. 1LT Steven Boal, 520505921, 3d Platcon Leader, Company 4, 24
Battalion, 12th Infantry,
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d, 2LT Franklyn G, Matthews, 140361400, ist Platoon Leader,
Company A, 2d Battalion, 12th Infantry,

e, 2LT Duanne G. Swift, 378485970, Mortar vlatoon Leader, Com-
pany A, 2d Battalion, £2th Infantry - accompanied 2d Platoon.

PUYIC NSRS L TS (Y ST 7

fo W1 Arnold J, Rahm, 435840074, 2d Section lLeader, Armed Hel=
icopter Platoon, 116th Assault Helicopter Company, 269th Aviation
Battalion - Command Pilot on the Lead Gunship of the Light Fire Team

accompanying the nine (9) ship 1ift ellocated to 2d Battalion, 12th
Infantry,

go SGT Billy D, Browning, 559625811, Reconnaissance Sergeant,
Headquarters and Service Battery, 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery -

with Forward Observer Team attached to Company 4, 2d Battalion, 12th E
Infantry,

i s el

6. (U) INTERVIEWING OFFICERs Aszistant Division Historian.

7. (U) TASK ORGANIZATION: Company 4, 2d Battalion, i2th Infantry,

1,

8, (U) SUPPORTING FORCES:

a, Direct artillery support - Battery B, ist Battalion, 8tk Ar- :
tillery, i05mm, Fire Support Base Pershing, XT519255, 5

b, Army Aviation - Command and Control Helicopter, Nine (9) Ship
Lift (UHLH), and Light Fire Tesm (2 UHIC) - 116th Assault Helicopter
Company, 269th Aviation Battaliom,

P TR S

9, (U) BACKGROUND: 2d Battalion, 12th Infantry was attached to the
2d Brigade, 25th Infaniry Division, In addition to performing missions
as assigned by the 2d Brigade, the battalion also had an Area of Oper-
ation (AO) which contained the bulk of an area known as the "Citadel®,
(See Figure 1) The "Citadel™, bounded by Routs 1, Route 64, Route 74,
the Saigon River, and the “Hobo Woods™, has been a traditional Viet
Min1/Viet Cong sironghold and was still an area of high enemy activity,

Sldnod Baglde s Tha e A3

S Y s

The battalion's A0 was bounded on the west and north by the AO
of the 3d Squadron, 4th Cavelry, on the east by the A0 of 2d Battalio:,
14th Infantry, and on the south by the 40 of 1st Battalion (Mechanized),
5th Infantry,

Within its A0, the battalion was responsible for planning and
executing operations under supervision and guidance from 2d Brigade,
The 2d Brigade planning guidance in effect at the time of this opera-
tion placed emphasis on small unit operations to eliminats tho ele-
menite of Sub-Region 1 units operating in the "Citadel",

/33
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The battslion plamned its cperations from a target priority list
prepared weekly by ths Battalion Commander, S-3, and S-2, The pri-
orities assigned by the Commanding Officer wsre derived from consid-
eration of all available intelligence and the nesd for surveillance
of certain areas, such as hamlets lmown to contain VC sympathizers,
on & periodic basis, During the week, the 1list was modified as ne-
cessary in response to newly developad intelligence.

The Operation Order submitted to the 2d Brigade for approval for
operations on 21 Septembor included an operation for A/2-12 in the
northern portion of the A0 near the "Thumb®, 2d Brigade wes gether-
ing intelligence for & specifically targated operation in the area
and, wishing the area undisturbad, cancelled the planned cperation
for Af2-12, Upcn receiving the cancellation, 2-12 Inf reviewsd their
target priority list and decided that Company A would be given a
mission planned for later in the week, & search of New Ong Dam Hamlet,
Company A received its new mission for 21 September at about 2300
hours 20 Septembsr,

On 20 September, A/2-12 had conducted a ground reconnaissance
from Fire Support Base (FSB) Pershing, vicinity XT 519255, to Bo Hec
Hamlet, vicinity XT545237, where a detailed search was conducted,
then the ground reconnaissance was continued to Patrol Base (PB)
Dees where the company spent the night, (See Figurs 2) During the
night the company had one squad from 1st Platoon out on a combat
patrol,

10, (U) INTELLIGENCHs

&, Ensmy - PW interrogation and civilian reports indicated that
the Trang Bang Eocal Force Battalion was operating within the 2-12
Inf A0, The reports also gave an unconfirmed location for the batta-
lion's Cit Company in the vicinity of New Ong Dam, Trang Bing was
knowmr to be an enemy supply source, Unidentified supply personnel
would purchase in the open market, or otherwise acquire, rice and
other suppiies in Trang Bang and transport them north or northeast
to their units and caches near the Saigon River,

b, Terrain ~ New Ong Dam was the name given by 2-12 Inf to a
newly estabiished hamlet located in the vieinity of XT531234. The
residents of New Ong Dam had come from X, Ong Dam, vicinity XT536227,
X, Ong Dam had been located within a hedgerow complex which was
cleared after it was determined to ba a site of heavy enemy actlvity,
New Ong Dam had been built astride a trail in an open field, The
2-12 Inf Cormander sald he felt an open area was chosen by the vill-
agers to avold involvemsnt in the war. He further stated that their
attempt was not successful since the VC continued to use the hamlet

as an area of activity,

Though the operation was planned against Msw Ong Dam, the bulk
of the enemy were engaged in a brushy area east of the hamlet,
(See Figure 3)
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ce Woather - Weather on the 2ist was clear and presented no
obstacles to the planned operation,

11, (U) MISSION: 2i September 1969,

a. A/2-12{(-) - Airmobile assault vicinity New Ong Dam, Con-
duct cordon and search of New Ong Dam.

b. 1/A/2-12 - Conduct "Eagle Eye™ operations. {Eagle Eye wes
used as a code name for an airborne patrol of the battalion A0, The
patrol was under battalion control and provided quick reaction to
targets as developed, primarily suspicious civilian activity.)

cs Mort/Aj2-12 - Secure Patrol Base Dees,

12, (U) CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS: The cordon and search operation was
thought of not only as an end in itself, finding enemy personnel and
supplies hidden in the village, and helping in the iong run, to iso-
late the enemy from the civiliansj but also as an intglliigence gather-

ing activity.

The operation was essentially open~ended since it was hoped that
the interrogation of the civilians after they had been assembled would
turn up information about nearby enemy personnel or supplies to which
the searching unit would immediately react,

The use of gunships accompanying the helicopters was also design-
ed to provide information for immediate exploitation. Wen 2-12 Inf
was allocated helicopter 1lift assets for a day's operations, it usu-
ally consisted of a nine (9) ship 1ift and two or three UHLC gunships.
The battalion would then conduet its planned company minus air assaults
one aiter the other, The gunships always accoupaniaed the 1lift to cover
en insertiom, but, if the next company to be inserted had a secure pick-
up zone, rather than accompanying the 1ift to the pickup zone, the gun-
ships would remain to fly low level reconnaissance at the insertion site
until they had to break off and cover the next inssrtion.

On several previcus occasions these gunships had detected and en-
gaged enemy personnel fleeing the area of an insertion, and dlrected
the ground troops to the enemy location,

13. (U) EXECUTION: At 1010 hours, A/2-12(-) was airborme after being
picked up at PB Dees, The formation split and approached the two plan-
ned LZs from the northeast to southwsst, At 1024 hours, the five ships
carrying the 3d Platoon and the Command Group landed on their plained
LZ, however, the four ships carrying the 2d Platoon missed their planned
1Z snd circled around to come in again, As soon as the 3d Platoon was
inserted and tegan moving toward the northern end of New Ong Dam, the
gunships spotted three individuals fleeing from the southern edge of
the hamlet, headed for the ztream,

The gunshlps could not engage because the four ship 1ift was prepar-
ing to land in the immedlate area, The 2d Platoon was informed and insert-
ed between the fleeing enemy and the stream, %hen the 2Zd Platoon landed

/5%
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the enemy changed direction to avoid the block but they were quickly
engaged with an M50 machine gun and three M6 rifles and all three
were observed falling, The 2d Platoon moved to check the arsa where
the enermy were last seen and the 3d Platoon and Command Group began
collecting the civilians and searching the northern portion of the
hamlet, ?see Figars 4) The 2d Platoon found two (zg bodies, both
of whom had been carrying hand grenades,

The 2d Platoon continued to sqarch the stream and adjacent area
for about an hour but could not find the third VC, One of the heli-
copter pilots later stated that he saw a body floating in the stream
but it was never confirmed.

While the 2d Platoon searched by the strsam, the 3d Platoon con-
tinued to search the hamlet. One squad secured the civilians while
the other searched the empty houses, Two M50 machine guns were set
up to the north of the hamiet to provide security and to prevent any-
one from sneaking oui of the hamlet,

The Company Commander ordered the 2d Platcenm to move to the south-
ern edge of the hamlet and join the search at about 1210 hours. As
the 2d Platoon approached the southsrn end of the hamlet, the gunships,
which had been released to refuel after covering a second insertion,
passed over the brushy area to the east of the hamlet and observed one
armed individual taking evasive action. The lead gunship circled the
target, and on receiving clearance to fire, the door gunner sngaged the
irdividual, epparently killing him,

At the sound of the gunship firing, the 3d Platoon came on line
facing the truch and began to advance toward it, leaving an MAO
machine gun, four men and their medic to secure the civilians, The
2d Platoon Leader at the same time rsquested information on the radio
what the gunships had engaged and --as told to form on line and ad-
vance tc the brushy area, (See Figure 5)

The 3d Platoon was then ordered to return to the area where the
civilians were collected and be prepared to join the 2d Platoon. The :
Command Group joined the 2d Platoon as they continued toward the brush, }
Before the 2d Platoon reached the edge of the brush, at about 1230 :
hours, the gunships spotted another four enemy attempting to hide and
received clearance to engage with rockets and mini~-gun, The 24 Pla~
toon was directed to hold on the edge of the brush line while the -
ships expended their ordnance, As the 2d Platoon waited, the two (2)
UHLC helicopters fired 38 10-1b and 14 17-1b rockets and fired 2500
rounds of mini-gun ammunition into the area whers the enemy had been
sighted,

Yhen the first enemy soldier had been located in the brush, the /
Battalion Commander came overhead in his Command and Control ship to E
monitor the action, When the additional four enemy were spotted, the
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Artillery Liaison Officer called a fire mission on the enemy location,

However, becauss of the immediately available gunships, quick reac-
tlon of the ground troops, and lack of enemy resistance, the mission
was not fired to allow the ground troops to sweep the ares immediate~
ly after the firing runs,

During the firing runs, one man in the 2d Platoon was lightly
wounded by a rocket fragment, the only US casuvaliy suffered during
the operation, The 2d Platoon moved into the brush making a care-
ful search and by 1245 hours fourd one (1) enemy killed by the gun-
ships and ceptured two (2) PWs, (See Figure 6) The PWs were ime
mediately interrogated and stated there were fifteen (15) mors VC in
the brush,

With reason to bslieve there were more enemy in the area, the
24 Flatoon was ordered forward to search the huts on the edge of
the area and secure the field to the north of the brush as an LZ
for the Battalion Commander, 4 three man machine gun team plus a
radio operator and the platoon medic were left to secure the assem-
bled civilians, As the 3d Platoon neared the edge of the brush,
the 1st Platoon, which had been released from "Eagle Eye" to rejoin
Company 4, was inserted on its right.

By the time the 1st and 3d Platoons reached the brush, the 2d
Platoon was over half way through the area, Since the enemy had
shown no intention of resisting, the 1st and 2d Platoons began a
slow detailed search broken down into two and three man search
teams, The 2d Platoon continued its search to the northeast, The
1st Platoon entered the brush following the 2d Platoon, then cross-
ed the trail bisecting the area to check the other side, The 3d
Platoon moved rapidly to search and secure brush and huts bordering
the Battalion Commander's LZ, Once the 3d Platoon had secured the
LZ, the Battalion Commander and S-3 landed and were followed by an
Interrogation of Prisoners of War (IPW) Team. (See Figure 7) The
3d Platoon detailed two men as bodyguards for the Battalion Comman-
der and a third as his radio operator..

As the ssarch continued the prisoners and captured equipment
were assembled near one of the huts north of ths brush where the
Command Group and IPW Team processed the results. The 2d Platcon,
having broken out of the brush, turned around and begsn sweeping
back, The ist Platoon swept its area in a rough spiral. The 3d
Platoon, actually about one squad after detachments, proceeded to
check the smeller area of brush to the northesst. (See Figure 8)

Figures 6 through 8 represent the outline of over three hours
of detailed searching, Many of the holes in the area were cleverly
camouflaged; all were nearly filled with water, A persor hiding in
a hole would be immersed except for part of his head and face.
Throwing a hand grenade in one of the water filled bunkers often
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caved in large scctions. Such cave-ins made an unpleasant job worse
but the alternative of checking the bunkers withcut grenading them
first was too dangerous,

Some of the bunkers were dug into small knolls, apparently to
get more space above the water level., WUnhen one of these bunkers was

spotied, it was effectively neutralized with an My2Z LAW before it
was searched,

Wen the three hour search was complated, A/2-i2 had confirmed
one (1) KIA for the gunships, killed seven (7) more enemy in their
holes and captured seven (7), one of whom later died from wounds he
received before surrendering, Although A/2-12 captured or destroy-
ed nine (9) individusl weepons, during the entire period from inser-
tion to the end of the search, the enemy did not fire a weapon,

At 1640 hours, A/2-12 was picked up near their insertion points
and ten minutes later had closed on PB Dees, their night location,

14, (U) RESULTS:
a, (U) Friendly Casualties and losses: 1 WIA (Not Evacuated)
b, (U) Enemy Casualtiess
(1) KA -9
(2) Captured - 6
c. (0) Enemy Equipment Lossess
(1) 7 AK-%7 RifTes
(2) 1 .45 Caliber Pistol
(3) 1 9mm Pistol
(4) 6 Hand Grenades
(5) 2 1bs Medical Supplies
(6) 1Z 1bs Documents
d, (U} Document Screening - The screening of the twelve (12)

pounds of documents identified the enem’ as elements of C4 Company,
Trang Bang Local Force Battalion, and revealesd a great deal of us~

ful information,

One of the documents was a letter irom the Political Branch of
SRl requesting constructive criticism of and concrete ideas for im-

medliete application in five systems, The five systems were Vigilance,

l6b
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People's Relations, Monitoring, Armed Forces Proselyting, end, ironi-
eally, Documsnt Security Maintenance,

kI Rh

Another document was a situation report on the village of Loc :
Hang, vicinity XT520264, giving the number of party members, the ;
number of political group members, the number of hamlet guerrillas,
and a weapons inventory, [

The documents gave & list of the officers in Cl4, the roster for ;
a VC Reconnaissance Squad, and biographical data on 3 VC,

Alzo included was a list of firing points with the district for . :
60mm mortars, 82mm mortars, 120mm mortars, 75mm recoilless rifles and
107mm rockets,

Perhaps most significant was an outline of activity and goals
to be performed by Trang Bang District units during the Fall Campaign
of 1969, The units were ordadred not to overestimate US/GVN capabi-
lities or take refuge in the Cambodian Border area,

a, (U) Prisoner Interrogation - Initial interrogation of the
prisoners caused one of them to be reclassified as a Viet Cong Suspect,
Civil Detainee (VCSCD), It was confirmed that the enemy engaged was
from C4 Company, Trang Bang Local Force Battalion, The organization
of 74 was found to bet 1st Platoon = nine (9) riflemen armed with
AX rifles, 2d Flatoon - eleven (11) men armed with AK rifles, a 75mm
recoilless rifle, end a4 60mm mortar, and 3d Flctoon, Medical Platoon -
twelve (12) men armed with AK rifles and one RPG-2,

Ono of the prisoners from 1st Platoon saii his platoon had arrived
at the site of his capture the night of the 20th, Elements of the com-
pany had been in thz :rea previous te the 20th collecting rice, The
company had assewdla’ 1o recelve reconnaissance training,

15, (U) ANALYS i8¢

&, The faii . of ine enemy to use any weepons in his own defen-
se shows the extent to which he will trust his passive defense of hid-
ing, In this case a company of fresh troops searched a defined target
for over three (3) hours to find a total of thirteen (13) enemy, The
Battalion Commander saild the men were well trained, aggressive and worked
hard, but he would not bs surprised if they missed getting all the VC
that were in the brushy area,

b, Two elements stand out as adding to Company A's success in find-
ing the concealed enamy, The lccation being searched was a confirmed
enemy location rather than a suspect enemy location, Probably more im-
portant, the troops were fresh, The Platoon Leaders interviewsd said
that the quality of the search performed by & platoon decreased rapidly
as the distance they walked increased, with the most complete searches
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obtained after an airmobile insertion,

¢, 2-12 Inf through its target priority list systematically
established firm operational objectives reflecting beth current in-
telligence and the need for periodic surveillance of certain areas,
A cordon and search combined with low level reconnaissance by gun-
ships often provided valuable, perishable intelligence to which the
gunships and ground troops were prepared and conditioned to react
immediately, On 5 October 2-12 Inf and supporting gunships from
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company, in & series of separate small
actions over a wide area, killed thirty (30) enemy, captured seven
(7), and received two (2) Hoi Chanhs, These operstions which re-
sulted in two (2) US personnel slightly wounded also cost the enemy
eleven (11) individual weepons, 2600 pounds of foodstuffs, 5C pounds
of aguipment, and 22% pounds of documents. The operations on 5
October dramatically demonstrated the effectiveness of the sombina- ;
tion of firm operational objectives and flexible execuiion keyed to ‘
immediate exploitation of intelligence as daveloped,

ot D faer
WILLIAM D, WATSON
Captain, FA

Commanding

9

COMUSMACV, ATTN: J3

CG, USARV, ATTN: G3

CG, II FFV, ATIN: G3

CG, 1st Inf Div, ATTN: C3

CG, ist Air Cav Div, ATTNs G3
CG, CMAC, ATIN: G3

CG, 199tk LIB, ATTN: S3

(0, 11th ACR, ATTN: 33

CO, 3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div, ATTN: S3
CG, RTAVF, ATTN: G3

CG, ATF, ATTN: &3
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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
18th Military History Detachment
25th Infantry Divisiom
APO San Francisco 96225

AVDCME 19 October 1969

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Interview Report

THRUx Commanding Gene.al
United States Army, Vietnam
ATTNs Command Historian
APO San Franecisco 96375

0+ Headquarters
Department of the Army
ATTNs O,C.M.H,
Weshington, D.Cs 20315

1, NAME AND TYPE OF ORGANIZATION: Team 12, Company F, 75tk Infantry
(Ranger) - Ranger Team,

2, DATE OF OPERATION: 10 Octobsr 1969,

3, LOCATION: Ref Map Series 18020, Sheet Number 6231. IT 8, Insertion
Grid - XT508216, Extraction Grid - XT509216, Trang Bang Distriet, Hau
Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam,

L, CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division.

5, PERSON BEING INTERVIEWEDs SSG Kenneth D, Cecil, LOoKHIUBD, Team
Leader, Team 12, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger)..

6, INTERVIEWING OFFICER; Division Historiam,

7. TASK ORGANIZATION: Team 12, Company F, 75th Infantry (Ranger) - 7
Man Team (See Inclosure L),

8, SUPPORTING FORCESw

a, Artillerys Battery B, 2d Battalion, 77th Artillery (105m), FSB
Jackson (XT425168),

b, Army Aviations Company B, 25th Aviation Battaliom - 2 Light Fire
Teams (2 AH1G, Z UHLC),

Incl 12
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9. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On 9 Ootober 1969, Team 12 operated in the
Boi Loi Woods successfully completing & combat patrol which resulted in
2 EVA KIA (BC).

10, INTELLIGENCE:

a, Enemy - Recent intelligence indicated that a reinforced enemy
mortar crew was operating west of the Cau Truong Chua stream in the vi-
cinity of Bao Me Village (XT506215), This enemy mortar crew was sus-
pected of using this area to fire on nearby U.S, locations, Previous.
radar sightings confirmed enemy activity in the area,

b, Terrain - The terrain in the area of contact was dense hedgerow
squares with patchas of brush interspersed between the hedgerows,

c, Weather - A heavy driving rain began approximately fifteen (15)
minutes before the major contact was initiated, Air assets wsre unable
to be used immediately because of this rain, As the rain slackened and
the weather cleared, these air assets were able to be effectively util-
iged,

11, MISSIONs Team 12's primary mission was to gather intelligence and,
if possible, to kill or capture enemy personnel,

12, CONCEPT OF OPERATION AND EXECUTION: 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion decided to insert three (3) Ranger Teams from F/75th Inf (Rng) on
10 October in the Bao Me area to locate for artillery and air engagement,
or to smbush the enemy elements suspected to be operating there, Teum 12
was to operate near XT508216, Team 11 would be operating approximately
500 meters to Team 12's nortk (XT508221), and Team 23 approximstely i.5
kilometers to Team 12's southwest (XT501206),

All three teams were to be inserted around noon, Team 12 was in-
serted with the Combined Reconnaissance Intelligenece Platoon, 2d Batta-
lion, 12th Infantry by helicopter near the area selected for them, At
1340 hours after moving approximetely 250 meters the Team Leader, SSG
Cecil, selected a suitable site in the vicinity of XT509217 and the Team
executed a "stay behind" ambush, (See Inclosure 2) It was hoped that
the continuation of the reconnaissance by CRIP/2-12 Inf would prevent
any enemy in the area from realizing that an ambush had been set up,

Before establishing the exact location of his smbush site, SSG Cecil
detailed a three men sub-alement tc reconnoiter the area for signs of en-
emy activity., At 1345 hours the sub-element moved out on an azimth of
090 degrees approximately 75 to 100 meters, then on 360 degress for 100
meters, The sub-element thon "zig-zagged™ west for approximately 100
meters where it followed & trail southeast back to the main element,

While reconnoitering the area the sub-element found a tunnel complex
consisting of 4 tunnels with entrances approximately 3 feet in diameter
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which they checked with negative findings, Ther alsc found a booby
trapped trail with oight (8) charges, 2 bunkers, and a number of fox-
holes and fighting positions which showed signs of use just & few hours
prior to the team's insertion,

Upon the sub-elements return and report of its findings, the Team
Leader established the seven (7) man ambush position vieinity XT509217
consisting of a five (5) man ambush with a two (2) man observation post
approximately fifteen (15) meters to the north of the ambush site,

At 1527 hours one of the team members spotted one (i) VC moving
west to east about 20 meters from the ambush site, The snemy soldier
was wearing pants, vest-type web gear, a bag on one shoulder and
carrying an AR-47 rifle, The Team Leader ordered the observation post
to engage this enemy but they had not seen him, Becauss of the den-
sity of the brush betwsen the main clement and the enemy soldier, SSG
Cecil began to crawl toward the soldier to get a better shot but was
spotted, As the VC turned to run into a hedgerow, two members of the
Team's main body engaged him with small arms and automatic weapons
fire, wounding the VC,

At 1600 Team 12 monitored approximately ten (10) AX-47 signal
shots in groups of two about 250-300 meters southwest of their posi-
tion, At 1605 hours SSG Cecil ordered 2 three man sub-element to re-
connolter the area of contact, This sub-element followed a blood
trail approximately 150 meters and spotted the wounded VC crawling
toward & hooteh,

As the sub-slement spotted the wounded man Team 12 began to moni-
tor signals from several directions, From the northwest (200 meters)
- puffs of smoke, from the west (100 meters) - screaming (women's voices),
and from the southeast (200 meters) - signal shots, Vher the sub-element
heard the siznal shots and screaming they immediately started back to the
main body, ignoring the wounded VC, Realizing his position had been com-
promised, the Team Leader decided to use escape and evasion tactics, At
1630 hours after ordering the two man observation jost to join the main
slement, the Tsam Leader moved the Team approximately 75 meters to the
south and set up & second ambush site facing in a southerly direction.

At 1637 hours Team 12 monitored one man shouting approximately
100 metors east of its new position,

Fifteen (15) minutes after establishing the 2d ambush site it began
to rain heavily, Another fifteen (15) minutes after the rain began the
Team machine gunner, SP4 Hix, noticed an NVA officer approaching the kill
zone, VWhen he entered the kill zone the officer was engaged by the Team
and killed, Almost immediately the Team bsgan receiving small arms fire
from twolve enemy personnel. in groups of four from the southeast, south
and southwest, approximately 150-200 meters from the ambush position.
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Also, & single enemy soldier fired or: the Team from the northeast,
The Toam returned fire with small arms and automstic weapons killing
four (4) NVA soldiers.

At the outset of the contact the Team Leader requested a light
fire team and artillery fires, Three srtillery WP airbursts wers fired
for adjustment purposes but because of the cther two teams opersting
nearby, artillery fires could not be brought to bear against the enemy,
Upon »eoeption of the request for a light fire team, helicoptsr gunships
from both Cu Chi and Tay Ninh were prepared to support the contact, Be-
cause of the prevailing weather conditions they had to be kept on a stand-
by status until the weather cleared enough to make their employment possi-
ble,

When the second contact wes made A/2-12 Inf (-) was ordexd to move
overland from Fire Support Base Pershing (XT518256) to support the Tsam,
The infantry from FSB Pershing never became involwved in the action be-
cause the weather cleared and at 1735 hours the first light fire team
wag overhead and engaged the enemy with 2,75 inch rockets, The second
light fire team arrived on station at 1810 hours and engaged the area
where tho enemy had been with mini-gun and M6C machine guns,

After the gunships completed their firing runs Team 12 checked the
kKil). zone and recovered the officer's AK-47 with three (3) loaded maga-
sines, 4 pound of documents and other equipment which he was carrying,
Immediately after this check, at 1830 hours, Team 12 was extracted by
the Command and Control helicopter of the Commanding Officer, 2d Batta-
iion, 12th Infantry, A/2-12 Inf (-) returned to FSB Pershing,

The only friendly casualty during the operation was the Team's Kit
Carson Scout who received a slight shrapnel wound,

13, RESULTS:
a, Friendly Casualties and Losses: 1 WIA (Kit Carson Scout)
b, Enemy Casualties: 5 KIA (BC)
¢+ Enemy Equipment Lossest
(1) 1 AR-47 Rifle with 3 Magazines
(2) 1 M26 Hand Grenade
(3) 1 Chi Com Anti-Tank Grenade
(4) 3 pounds Personal Gear

(5) 1 pound Documents
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d. Company B, 25th Aviation Battalion Ordnance Expendituress
(1) First Light Fire Team (2 AHLG Cobras)
a, 66 2,75 inch Rockets - 10 pound VT
b, 36 2,75 inch Bockets = 17 pound PD
\
c¢e 10 2,75 inch Fleshette Rockets
des 3000 rounds 7,.62mm
(2) Second Light Fire Team (% UHLC)
&8s 5000 rounds 7,62mn
1k, ANALYSIS: The entire action was marked by good fire discipline
and cool courage, When the enemy was spotted, the effort was to in-
sure & kill rather than engaging immediately. Wien their initial
location was clearly compromised the Team Leader moved the unit a

short distance and ambushed one of the leaders of the enemy elements
closing in on the original position,

/ et iz

3 Inad WILLIAM D, WATSON
"1, Team 12 Roster CPT, FA
2, Overlay Commanding

3¢ Team 12 Equipment and Ammunition

173

N



INCLOSURE 1

Team 12 Roster

SSG Cecil - Team Leader - RTO

SPl Zellner - Assistant Team Leader - RTO
SGT Jones

SGT Wilecox

SP4 Hix

SP4 Swift

Kit Carson Scout - Trinh Van Len

Inclosure 1 to Inclosure 12
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---- TRAIL

®  INSERTION

® IST AMBUSH SITE
® 2D AMBUSH S\TE

& EXTRACTION
Incl 2 to Incl 12

INCLOSURE 2 ~ OVERLAY
SERIES 18020
SHEET 623IT1S
SCALE 1125000
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Team 12 Equipment and Ammnition

Team Equipment

2 PRC-25 Radios w/2 batteries each
2 PRC-29 Long Antennas w/base

3 PRC-25 Handsets

1 Starlight Scope

L W Hand Grenades

1 M50 Machine Gun

1 M-79 Grenade Launchsr

4 Star Clusters

4 Parachute Flares

2 S01Is

1 MiL Sniper Rifle w/scope
I Strobs Lights

4 VS~17 Panel Markers

6 Trip Flares

First Aid Kit

4 CS Grenades.

4 LiWs

1 Pair Biuoculars (6x30)

4 Maps

2 WP Rifle Grenades w/crimped
cartridges for M6

Individual Equipment

1 M6 (unless issued team weapcn)
1 l?istol Bslt

8 Quarts Water

2 Smoke Grenades

1 Bottle Water Purification Tablets
2 Compasses

Weapons Cleaning Equipment
Protactive Mask

2 Signal Mirrors

2 Battle Dressings

6 M-26 or M~33 Hand Grenades
1 Bottle Insect Repellant

50 Salt Tablets

Wrist Watch

2 Claymore Mines

Knife or Bayonet

Length of Parachute Suspension
Line

Amminition Carried

80~ 900 rounds Mi6
150u rounds M-60 MG

300 M-14 rounds
Incl 3 to Incl 12

120 HB, 10 Canister, 6 Parachute
Flares for M-79
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